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CASE 01-T-1160 — Application of N agara Mohawk Power Corporation
for a Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility
and Public Need for the Construction of
Approximately 9.16 Ml es of 24-inch Natural Gas
Pipeline, in the Towns of Rotterdam and
G enville, Schenectady County, and the Town of
Charl ton, Saratoga County

CASE 70100 - Envi ronnment al Managenent and Construction
St andards and Practices

ORDER GRANTI NG CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED AND
ACKNOWLEDGA NG FI LI NG OF CERTI FI ED STATEMENT

(I'ssued and Effective Novenber 26, 2002)

BY THE COW SSI ON:

| NTRODUCTI ON
On August 21, 2001, Ni agara Mohawk Power Cor poration
(NM or the Conmpany), filed an application pursuant to 8121-a(3)

of the Public Service Law (PSL) to construct approximtely 9.16
mles of 24-inch dianmeter natural gas transm ssion pipeline in
the Towns of Rotterdam and d enville, Schenectady County, and
the Town of Chartlon, Saratoga County. By letter of August 29,
2001, the Departnent of Public Service (Staff), pursuant to PSL
8121-a(4), notified the Conpany of filing deficiencies. Staff
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al so served di scovery requests on the Conpany and net with
Conmpany personnel to clarify statements nade in the application
and in discovery responses.

On May 3, 2002 and August 15, 2002, the Conpany filed
suppl ement s addressing deficiencies in the application. Wth
the May 3, and August 15, 2002 filings, the application is in
conpliance with the PSL and our regul ati ons as of August 15,
2002.

On Septenber 24, 2002, Public Statenent Hearings were
held in the Village of Scotia. |In response to comments made at
t he hearings, the Conpany proposed to add an additional 2,000
feet of pipeline to aneliorate concerns regarding the proposed
| ocation of the regulator station. This second |ocation was
identified as one of two sites in the filing for the regul ator
station.?

On Novenber 13, 2002, a hearing was held as a result
of the Company’s request to extend the deadline for the
Conmi ssion to issue a decision, the details of which are

descri bed herein.

FACI LI TY DESCRI PTI ON

NM pl ans to construct approximtely 9.36 mles of

24-inch steel gas pipeline, a regulating station, and five main
line valves (mv). The proposed project will originate at the
Conmpany’ s Putnam Road Gate Station where it will interconnect
and take gas from Dom nion Transportation, Inc.’s (DTl) 24-inch
gas transmssion line in the Towmn of Rotterdam Fromthere, the

pipeline will run 5,000 feet north within an existing NM

1 By letter dated Cctober 29, 2002, NMnotified the Conmi ssion of
its intention to extend the pipeline 2,000 feet to a total of
9.36 mles.
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el ectric and gas transm ssion right-of-way (RON and across two
town roads to the Conpany’s Rotterdam el ectric substation. At

this point, the Conpany plans an approxi mate 2, 000-f oot

hori zontal directional drill (HDD) fromthe substation to cross
under State Route 890, a railroad, and the Mhawk River.
Continuing north fromthe river, the pipeline will cross under

Route 5 and into the Genville Industrial Park (G P). There,
the route will take the pipeline off of the NM ROWand around
the west side of the |ocation of the proposed denville Energy
Park (GEP).? Returning to the NM ROWat the north end of the
G P, the pipeline will continue north crossing a gravel pit, a
railroad (CSX), and a nunber of small streans, wetlands, and
town roads into Saratoga County and the Town of Charlton. The
pipeline will continue north along the westerly edge of the NM
ROW In total, seven State-protected streans, four

State-regul ated wetl ands, approximately 5,500 feet of

agricultural land, and twelve roads will be crossed. The
pipeline will end at a proposed regul ator station about 2,000
feet north of Stage Road where it will interconnect with an

exi sting NM 16-i nch di ameter pipeline (E-18).° The regul ator

station will be fenced in and | andscaped, | ocated nostly
underground, and will contain valves and piping to acconmodat e
tenporary pipe cleaning and inspection equipnment. It will also

house two snmal| aboveground equi pnent cabi nets.
The proposed pipeline will be |ocated within existing
NM ROV for two areas. One area avoids the proposed GEP site and

a second at the NM Swaggertown Substation. The ROWNvaries in

2 Case 99-F-1835, denville Energy Park, LLC — Article X
Appl i cati on.

% This location was identified in the application as one of two
potential ending points for the pipeline.
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width and is host to multiple facilities at various |ocations
whi ch include: a 16-inch gas pipeline, (NME-18), which will run
parallel to the proposed pipeline for its entire length; a 2-
inch gas line; a 345 kV electric substation; and overhead two
paral l el 115 kV overhead electric transm ssion |ines; an
underground fiber-optic Iine and both overhead and under ground
el ectric distribution Iines running both parallel and
per pendi cular to the pipeline. The Conpany commts to confine
construction activity to a 75-foot width, which will be for the
nost part, on Conpany property. Exceptions to this width would
be in agricultural fields where it will be 120 feet or at
sel ected stream and wetl| and crossings, unless restricted by a
particul ar agreenent with a | andowner. Access to the RONwi ||
be gai ned by using existing public and private roads.

The proposed pipeline will be certified to a nmaxi mum
al | owabl e operating pressure of 900 psig, but will be initially

operated at 465 psig.

PRQIECT NEED

The new pipeline, which parallels an existing NMIine,

is needed to neet the growth in gas demand in northern
Schenect ady, Saratoga, and Warren Counties (northern region).
Previous gromh in these areas has utilized the capacity of the
exi sting 16-inch pipeline serving this area. The size and
operating pressure of the new pipeline have been designed to
nmeet the growth in the northern portion of the service territory
for 10 years, and provides for the possible addition of a |arge
i ndustrial |oad.

NM has experienced growh in peak day demand in the
Northern region from 170 Mit per day in 1995 to 185 Mit per day
in 2000 NMprojected a growh of 2 MIt per day per year over
the next 10 years in the northern region. The project is

-4-
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designed to provide for 10 years of |oad growh at that rate
plus the addition of a |large custoner (15 Mit per day) at a
northern point. The capacity that m ght be used to serve a
| arge custoner could al so be used to neet requests for firm
service fromlarge interruptible custoners. NM has received
requests for firmservice fromsuch custoners, but these
custoners have been unable to obtain this service because
exi sting pipeline capacity is insufficient.

In addition to neeting this expected |oad growh in
the northern areas, the pipeline could also provide gas supply
to the proposed GEP if the electric generation plant is approved
and constructed. The pipeline route runs through the GP
property, which is relatively close to the DIl gate station.

The size and operating pressure of the proposed |line could

provi de for deliveries fromDTl to GEP. However, GEP woul d have
to arrange for supplies to be transported by DTl and for

i ncreased operating pressure at the gate station to accommodate

the i ncreased deliveries.

ENVI RONVENTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTI ON STANDARDS
Pursuant to PSL 8121-a(1) Ni agara Mhawk has certified

that, in constructing fuel gas transm ssion lines |ess than

10-miles long in New York State, it will conply with its own
Envi ronnment al Managenent and Construction Standards and
Practices for Natural Gas Transm ssion Facilities (EMCS&P)
approved by the Comm ssion in Case 70100. The neasures and
techni ques contained in the EMXCS&P, when properly applied, wll
hel p ensure that environmental inpacts are mnimzed during

construction, operation, and naintenance of the facility.
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Addi tionally, NM has provided site-specific details and plans to
address circunstances inherent in constructing a | arge dianeter
pi peline on a RONcontaining nultiple transm ssion facilities,
nost notably an underground gas transm ssion pipeline and
overhead electric transm ssion lines. These details are set

forth in the foll ow ng di scussion.

NATURE OF PROBABLE ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT

The proposed pipeline will traverse a m x of |and

uses. Lowdensity rural and residential housing exists al ong
about 5% of proposed route. Industrial |and use occupies
approximately 2% of the RON with rural wooded and agricul tural
| ands making up the nmajority of the |and use encountered. In
siting the proposed pipeline, NMhas succeeded, in nobst

i nstances, in distancing the pipe fromresidences to mnimze
di sruption during project construction. In four |ocations, the
pi peline cones to within 100 feet of a residence. In addition
to the safety and environnmental protections contained in the
EM&CS&P, the Conpany has commtted to observe additional
constructi on managenent practices with respect to all residences

within 100 feet of the construction work area. These i ncl ude:

Mai ntai ning a mni mum of 50 feet between the
resi dences and the construction work area;

Preserving mature trees and | andscaping within the
construction work area, where possible;

Stripping topsoil fromthe construction work area
(or replacing where topsoil cannot be segregated);

Fenci ng the construction work area for a di stance of
100 feet on each side of a residence to ensure that

construction activity remains within the work area;

and
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backfilling the trench and restoring | awmn and
| andscaping i medi ately after pipe installation, as
weat her conditions permt

The proposed pipeline will cross about 5,500 feet of
agricultural land. Agricultural uses currently include hayl and,
rotated crops, and vegetable farmng. Staff, the Conpany and
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets
(Ag&Mvar ket s) conducted joint field inspections to review the
proposed construction. In its application, the Conpany has
committed to follow the specifications devel oped by Ag&varkets
titled, “Pipeline R ght-O-\Way Construction Projects, revised
11/97," for all construction activity on agricultural land. 1In
addition, the Conpany will secure appropriate RONw dth in order
to performthe required topsoil stripping as recommended.

Ag&Mar kets has stated that follow ng these procedures wll
m nimze construction inpacts on agricultural lands to the
maxi mum extent practical.

I ndustrial |and use occurs al ong approxi mately 2,300
feet of the proposed route and is located in the i mediate
vicinity of Route 5 in Genville. Mst of this industrial |and
is contained within the GP. The proposed pipeline wll
traverse the G P to the west of the site proposed for use by the
GEP. Wthin the AP, the pipeline wll be installed al ong road
shoul ders in order to mnimze inpacts to the G P s useable
space.

Undevel oped forestland is found adjacent to
approxi mately 80% of the proposed route. NMhas identified the
speci fic nmethods of vegetation renoval and disposal inits
appl i cation.

The proposed pipeline will cross several surface
wat ers, wetlands and fl oodpl ai ns and the Conpany has requested
that a Water Quality Certification pursuant 8401 of the Federal

-7-
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G ean Water Act (Water Quality Certification)* be issued in
conjunction with this Certificate. A Water Quality
Certification will be issued separately. NM has delineated a
nunber of principal wetlands under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Arny Corps of Engineers (ACCE). The Conpany
is in the process of securing a determ nation fromthe ACCE t hat
al | proposed construction within federally-regul ated wet| ands
wi |l be done in accordance with the ACOE Nati onwi de Permt
No. 12. Four State-regulated wetlands (one Class | and three
Class Il) will be encountered. Seven State-protected streans,
including two Cass A and two Class C(T) wll be crossed.
Staff, New York State Departnment of Conservation (DEC), and the
Conmpany have made nunerous site visits to these resources to
di scuss construction options. By letter dated Cctober 17, 2002,
t he DEC provi ded conments regardi ng stream and wet| and
protection neasures to be inplenented during construction. The
nmeasures Wi ll be protective of these resources as required by
State law. In addition, inplenentation of the special stream
and wetl and crossing techniques identified in the EM&CS&P as
suppl emented, along with selective clearing, will further
m nim ze adverse inpacts on these resources. Restoration to
bel ow pre-construction grades will encourage re-establishnment of
wet |l and communities and further mnimze long-terminpacts. All
streans will be crossed using a dry techni que such as a
punp-around, or be directionally drilled, as will be the case
for the Mbohawk River.

The pipeline will cross under the Mohawk River in the
area just north of State Route 890 and just south of the G P.
From beneath t he Mohawk River, extending north of the AP, lies
the G eat Flats Aquifer, part of a public watershed supplying

4 33 U S.C 8§1341.
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pot abl e water for the Schenectady area. Wthin the watershed,
the pipeline will cross the Schenectady County Zone Il and
Zone-111 General Aquifer Recharge Areas. By nenp dated

March 20, 2002, the G oundwat er Managenent Pl anner for the
Schenect ady County I ntermunicipal Watershed Board indicates that
t he pipeline, as proposed, poses no threat to the quality and
guantity of groundwater in the aquifer. The planner does
outline sone precautions to be adhered to when construction

activities occur in the aquifer recharge area. These include:

® Providing information on the horizontal direction

drill activities, including petrol eum storage
practi ces;
Using petroleumfree drilling muds and conponents;

Ref ueling all equipment on inpervious surfaces

We agree that these precautions are reasonabl e and
further will require that the Conpany provide a work plan
detailing these and other precautions to be taken during
construction in this area. |Inplenentation of standard erosion
and sedi nentation controls and petrol eum st orage and use
practices should further mnimze any potential inpacts to the
aquifer. Additionally, the Conpany will be required to closely
coordinate all construction actives in this area wwth the Board
Pl anner including pre-construction notification.

The Al plaus Kill (a Cass B streamj will be crossed
in the Town of Charlton just north of Crooked Street. NM has
commtted to use a “dry” crossing technique, described inits
EMRCS&P. Due to existing stream bank erosion that is occurring
in the area of the pipeline crossing, the Conpany has agreed to
provide Staff and the DEC with a detailed construction plan for
work in this area during construction and restoration. Details
to be provided in the plan include:

-0-
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wor kspace limts;

equi pnent - cr ossi ng techni que;
pi pe design

streamflow control; and

bank stabilization measures

The proposed pipeline will be |ocated within the
fl oodpl ai n of the Mohawk River. Restoration of the ROWNtoO
pre-construction grade will avoid adverse inpacts to this area.
The route of the proposed pipeline encounters a
variety of soil types on slopes ranging fromlevel to steep.
Al t hough steep slopes are few, these soils will be protected by
the practices contained in the Conpany’s EM&CS&P. Rock
out croppi ngs are infrequent along the ROWand bl asting is not
antici pated. Should blasting be required, the Conpany w ||
followits own blasting guidelines.
The proposed pipeline route crosses no unique
ol d-growt h forests, active sugarbushes, or productive tinber
stands. The New York State Registry of Big Trees does not
identify any registered trees in the project vicinity. As
stated previously, clearing of forested areas will be m nimzed
by routing the proposed pipeline along the existing utility
corridor and any vegetation clearing and disposal that is
required will be conducted in accordance with the EM&CS&P f or
the project and detailed on final construction draw ngs
submtted to Staff. Mreover, NM has agreed to provide
addi tional specifications for clearing wherever it does occur.
No known occurrence or potential habitat for
t hr eat ened, endangered, or rare species exists within the
project vicinity. |In the event that a previously unknown nest,

den, concentration, or individual rare or endangered species is
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encountered, the Conpany will avoid those species and pronptly
notify DEC.

A Phase 1A and 1B archeol ogi cal study was conducted to
identify the presence of any cultural resources along the
proposed route. According to the Conpany’ s archeol ogist’s
report, no prehistoric or historic artifacts were found and no
subsurface features were observed. The report concluded that no
further research was recommended. The O fice of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) is still review ng
this report. Construction may not commence until the OPRHP
conpletes its finding and issues a “No | npact” determ nation.

No officially designated visual resources, including
sceni ¢ areas, roads, vistas, and overl ooks, are encountered by
t he proposed project. The Conpany has submitted a draft updated
| ong-range ROW managenent plan that will address, anong ot her
t hi ngs, vegetation nmaintenance on the RON I n developing this
pl an, the Conpany will consult with appropriate State agencies
and coordinate its ROW nanagenent practices to mninze inpacts

on sensitive resources.

PUBLI C COVMENTS

Several letters were received from property owners,

muni ci palities and various Industrial Devel opnent Authorities
(IDAs). The IDAs of Schenectady, Corinth, and Mreau, and, the
Towns of Mdoreau and Corinth, support the proposed project.
O her letters cane from property owners abutting the proposed
ROWin the area of the originally proposed regul ator station,
ei t her expressing concerns or objecting to the station.

By letter dated Cctober 17, 2002, the Town of
Charlton (Town) submitted comments regarding the Town’ s review
of the proposed regulator station |ocation and site plans. The
Town requested that NM provide a detail ed description of the

-11-
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site layout. The Conpany is preparing these plans and will be
required to submt themas part of the final construction
package. Mboreover, the Conmpany plans to attend a Town Board
meeting in order to facilitate the Town’ s review process. This
will afford the Town the ability to make final coments on the
pl ans, as appropriate, prior to submttal.

On Septenber 22, 2002, Public Statenent Hearings were
held in the Town of Scotia. Statenents made on the record can
be categorized into five general topic areas. These topic areas
i ncl ude:

Pi pel i ne Safety;

Aqui fer Water Quality;

Regul ator Site Location and Pl ans;

| mpacts to Abutting Landowners; and
Proj ect Need

On the issue of pipeline safety, a nunber of conments
were made in regards to the two originally proposed pipe
bridges. One bridge crossing a gravel pit, 1,000 feet north of
the G P, and one crossing the stream gorge north of Ri dge Road.
In response, the Conpany has nodified its plans and now proposes
to underground the pipeline though the gravel pit. NMis stil
eval uating the various inpacts and costs of installing the
pi pel i ne underground versus overhead in the area of the gorge
north of Ridge Road. The gorge is a 40-foot-deep, sheer rock-
wal |l ed area with a streamflowing in the bottom G ven the
t opography, a nunber of issues have to be exam ned in further
detail. We will require that a plan for this area be submtted
to Staff by NMwhich incorporates its rationale for its choice
in regards to: cost, pipe integrity, security, and environnental
i npact .

-12-
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A nunber of comments were nade regarding the potentia
i npacts of construction on the water quality of the great flats
aqui fer including possible contam nation by Trichl oroet hane
(TCE) to the aquifer within the area of the G P. The body
governing the protection of the aquifer, the Schenectady County
| nt er muni ci pal Wat ershed Rul es and Regul ati ons Board (Wt ershed
Board), believes that the construction of this pipeline wll
have no adverse inpact on water quality within the aquifer. It
di d have sonme recommendati ons regardi ng practical steps to be
taken to ensure water quality is protected during construction.
In addition, we will require the Conpany to notify the Watershed
Board prior to construction. The Conpany will inplenment the
recommendati ons of the Watershed Board within a work plan to be
submtted to Staff. Regarding the potential of TCE
contam nation of the aquifer during construction through the
G P, the DEC, by letter dated Novenber 1, 2002, reports that
there is little potential for this to occur due to the
relatively shallow depth at which the pipeline will be buried.

Sonme comment ors questioned the need for the project.
Qur Staff’s assessnent, detailed herein, finds that this project
is needed. W agree.

Most of the commrents on the record were fromthe
residents of the Town of Charlton and the Town itself regarding
the site plans and | ocation of the proposed regul ator station.
These conments were based on the first proposed |ocation 450
feet north of Stage Road. Concerns about the effects of the
station to the local residents ranged from property val ue
degradation to | andscaping to noise. In response to these
comments, the Conpany has elected to utilize the alternate
| ocation for the station, discussed in its application, which is
approximately 2,000 feet north of the first site. This site
elimnates the aforenmentioned inpacts to the |ocal comunity.

-13-
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The additional pipeline installed to run the 2,000 feet to the
alternate regulator station location will require that an
additional State-protected stream and another State-regul ated
wetl and are crossed. In order to neet the DEC permt standards
for these resources, the Conpany will be required to bore under
the stream and the wetland. No disturbance is allowed to either
the streamor the wetland and all construction equi pnent will
cross the water bodies on mats. Little additional clearing wll
be required to accomobdate the 2,000-foot extension.

Sonme abutting property owners raised i ssues such as:
pi peline safety; inpacts to forests, streans, and ot her
ecosystens; increased travel along the ROWby off-road vehicl es,
security, and the inconvenience that will occur as a result of
pi peline construction. 1In recent nonths, the Conpany has net
with property owners along the project route and has been able
to address nost of their concerns and handl e special requests
t hrough the acquisition of easenments or by inclusion in the
constructi on managenent plan. The Conpany has conmtted to
continue to work with abutting | andowner issues. NMw ||
identify | andowner concerns on a line list, which will be
submtted to Staff and used during construction to ensure
conpliance with the Conpany’s conmtnents to | andowners.
Concerns about affects to ecosystemresources will be addressed
by conpliance with the EM&CS&P and by the presence of a
full-time on-site environnmental nonitor who will provide
oversight during all phases of project construction and
restoration.

A nunber of E-mail correspondences have been received
to date, sonme opposing the project or requesting information
relative to the project’s location. By letter dated Cctober 1
2002, the Conpany requested that the Comm ssion w thhold making
a determnation on this case to allow tinme for the Conpany to
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expl ore possible resolutions to issues raised at the public
statenment hearings.® The Conpany’s request was granted® and a
heari ng was held on Novenber 13, 2002. At the hearing, the
parties reported that all issues have been satisfactorily

resolved. Accordingly, no further hearings will be held.

REQUESTS FOR WAI VERS OF LOCAL LAWS
Pursuant to 16 NYCRR 885-1.2, the Conpany requested no

wai vers of specific local |aws and regul ati ons as being

unreasonably restrictive.

CONCLUSI ON
Pursuant to PSL 8121-a(7) the Comm ssion finds and
determ nes that:

the line is needed as di scussed above;

the nature of the probable environnmental inpact is
as described herein;

the line will not pose an undue hazard to persons or
property |ocated along the area traversed by the
line, as discussed above;

the location of the facility, as proposed, conforns
to applicable State and | ocal |aws and regul ati ons;
and

the facility will serve the public interest,
conveni ence, and necessity, as discussed above.

> PSL §121-a(7) requires that the Comm ssion issue a decision
within 60 days after it received a conplete application,
unl ess a hearing is required.

® Case 01-T-1160, N agara Mohawk Power Corporation — Gas
Transmi ssion Line, Order Requiring Hearing (issued COctober 23,
2002).
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The Conm ssion orders:

1. Ni agara Mohawk Power Corporation (the Conpany) is
granted a Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility and Public
Need, pursuant to PSL 8121-a(7), to construct the fuel gas
transm ssion facilities described in its application filed
August 21, 2001, and suppl enmented on May 3, and August 15, 2002,
and in this Oder, subject to the follow ng conditions. Each
substantive state and | ocal |aw and regul ati on applicable to the
| ocation of the facility shall apply.

(a) the Conpany shall apply the measures and

t echni ques contai ned in N agara Mdhawk Power

Cor poration’s Environnmental Managenent and
Construction Standards and Practices for Natural
Gas Transm ssion Facilities (EM&CS&P) (approved
in Case 70100) and its standards for working in
the proximty of high-tension |ines;

(b) the Commpany shall report to the Departnent of

Public Service (Staff) any proposed changes to

t he approved project, including proposed changes
to the approved neasures and techni ques to be
applied to the environnmental managenent and
construction of this project; Staff shall refer
to the Director of the Ofice of Electricity and
Environnment (OEE), for approval, those proposed
changes that would not cause substantial adverse
envi ronnmental inpact and shall refer all other
proposed changes to the Commi ssion. The Conpany
may not execute the proposed changes until it
receives oral or witten notification fromthe
Secretary of the Comm ssion (Secretary), or the
Director of the CEE
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(c)

(d)

(e)

except where this order requires otherw se, the

envi ronnmental protection neasures contained in

t he application, supplenental filings and

di scovery responses, made by the Conpany shall be

appl i ed during construction, restoration,

operation and mai ntenance of the certified

facility;

t he Conpany shall notify the Secretary prior to

construction that all local, state and federal

permts sought by the Conpany have been issued;

at least thirty (30) days prior to construction

i ncluding clearing, the Conpany shall submt for

Staff’s review and acceptance final construction

drawi ngs. The final draw ngs shall show

(1) The general width of construction work areas
and those areas al ong the ROWwhere rock

jacket will be used around the pipe;

(1i) construction design plans regarding the

regul ator station and the crossing of the
Al plaus Kill at a scale of 1 inch equals 40

feet or |arger;

(rit) pl ans for the horizontal directional dril

(HDD) of the Mohawk River including but not
l[imted to workspace limts, drilling fluid
conposition, and petrol eum handling

speci ficati ons;

(iv) plans for access, work space requirenents,

construction techni ques, equi pnment crossing
techni ques at streans, pipe design, stream
flow control, bank stabilization, spoi

pil es, and protection of underground
facilities;
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(f)

(9)

(vi) all tenporary construction work areas

consistent wth the general wi dth of the

construction work area (75 feet);

(vii) location of sites requiring trinmmng or

cl earing of vegetation, including
identification of the clearing technique to

be enpl oyed;

(viii) locations and boundaries of all areas on and

off the ROWto be used for access, equi pnent

par ki ng, fabrication, staging, and |ay down;

(ix) the New York State |icensed engi neer’s stanp

on any plans for the proposed pipe bridge;
t he Conpany shall provide construction
contractors with conpl ete copies of the
Certificate, the EM&CS&P, construction draw ngs
and site-specific plans all of which will be nade
part of the Contract docunent;
t he Conpany shall consult with each | oca
departnment or agency having jurisdiction over
public roads and waterlines, in the project
vicinity, that will be crossed or paralleled by
the pipeline or used for direct access to the
right-of-way (RON. At |east fourteen (14) days
bef ore the Conmpany begi ns construction within the
ROWIlimts of such roads and waterlines, it shal
notify each such departnent or agency of the
approxi mate date work will begin, the crossing
| ocations or uses, depth of facility crossing,
and rel ated considerations; nothing in this
clause alters the Commi ssion’s jurisdiction as
the ultimte decision making authority with
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(h)

(i)

(i)

respect to the siting of magjor utility

transm ssion facilities;

roadsi de boring and receiving pits shall be
backfilled for a distance of at |east 15 feet
fromthe travel portion of the road within one
day of the facility s installation, unless
conditions or circunstances warrant a different
period in which case the pit shall be
satisfactorily barricaded;

t he Conpany shall ensure, at a mininum that a
qual i fied environnmental nonitor wth stop-work
authority is on site at all tinmes during
construction, particularly in areas such as
agricultural |ands, water crossings, wetlands
and near residences. The environmental nonitor
shal | be equi pped with sufficient docunentation,
transportation, and comruni cati on equi pnent to
nmoni tor contractor conpliance with the provisions
of this Order, applicable sections of the Public
Service Law and the EM&CS&P. The nane and

qgual i fications of the environnmental nonitor shal
be submtted to Staff at |east two weeks prior to
the start of construction;

any fines, penalties, or environnental damage
resulting fromactions perforned by contractor
per sonnel working on this project (fromwork
directly or indirectly associated with this
project) shall be the responsibility of the
contractor. The Comm ssion may al so seek
appropriate penalties fromthe Conpany as a
result of its contractors’ actions;
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(k)

(1)

(m

(n)

(0)

(p)

(a)

during normal operations, the maxi num pressure of
t he pipeline shall not exceed 900 psig;

t he Conpany shall exercise all necessary and
reasonabl e precautions to mnimze stream

sedi nentation and soil erosion in wirk areas and
on the RON Further, the Conpany shall take
pronpt and effective action to control excessive
sedi nentation and erosion, in the event it does
occur;

in areas of the RONsubject to soil erosion

(i ncluding stream and wet| and approaches), the
Conmpany shall install and maintain tenporary
erosion control devices as soon as practicabl e,
but in no event |ater than the end of the workday
in which the disturbance occurs;

construction of the certified facility shall be
subj ect to inspection by authorized
representatives of the DPS;

t he Conpany shall notify Staff of the proposed
commencenent date at |east ten (10) days prior to
the start of construction;

bef ore pipeline construction begins, in areas
where the pipeline alignnent does not follow a
public road ROWN edges of the pipeline ROVNshall
be staked and flagged, as well as the outside
edges of the easenents for the off ROWaccess
roads that go to the pipeline RON

t he Conpany shall confine clearing and subsequent
mechani cal treatnent of vegetation to the m nimum
necessary for construction, operation, and

mai nt enance of the certified facility; during

cl earing operations, all brush and trees shall be
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(r)

(s)

(t)

felled into the RONto mnimze danage to trees
and structures on adjacent | and;

at least two (2) weeks prior to the start of
construction, the Conmpany shall have a
pre-construction neeting. An agenda, |ocation,
and attendee list shall be agreed upon between
Staff and the Conpany. The Conpany shall supply
draft mnutes fromthis neeting to all attendees,
the attendees may offer corrections or coments,
and the Conpany shall issue the finalized neeting
mnutes to all attendees;

prior to the commencenent of construction, the
Conmpany shall notify the property owners | ocated
al ong the ROW including the Schenectady County

| nt er muni ci pal Wat ershed Rul es and Regul ati ons
Board, of the estimated starting and endi ng dates
of the construction of the pipeline; the
procedures to follow to obtain additional

i nformation regardi ng the pipeline; the name and
t el ephone nunber of a Conpany representative who
can provide information in response to any
potential property owner inquiries; and the nane
and tel ephone nunber of a Departnent of Public
Servi ce contact person who can provide
information in response to potential property
owner inquiries;

at least thirty (30) days prior to construction,
t he Conpany shall establish detailed witten
construction specifications to cover all phases
of construction work in accordance with 16 NYCRR
§255. 303;
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(u)

(v)

(w)

(x)

(y)

(2)

t he Conpany shall enploy qualified construction

i nspection personnel in accordance with 16 NYCRR
§255. 305;

the Conpany will follow the specifications
outlined in the NYS Departnment of Agriculture and
Markets Bulletin titled, “Agriculture Mtigation
Through The Stages of Project Planning,
Construction and Fol |l ow Up Mnitoring, revised
11/97,” for all work within agricultural |ands;
at least thirty (30) days prior to construction

t he Conpany shall provide to Staff an engi neering
report, including a summary and anal ysi s of
calculation results and mtigation procedure to
protect the pipeline fromanticipated induced

vol tage and transient currents in the areas where
the proposed pipeline is in close proximty to

hi gh-vol tage el ectric transm ssion facilities;

at least thirty(30) days prior to hydrostatic
testing, the Conpany shall subnmt a hydrostatic
test plan addressing at a m ni num DEC conments
and water intake and di scharge plans, for Staff
accept ance;

t he Conpany shall followits blasting plan for
all blasting operations in close proximty to
over head transm ssion |ines, underground
facilities, residences, and other inhabited
structures;

t he Conpany shall submt a conpleted Appendi x 7D
Formto the Ofice of Gas and Water of the
Department of Public Service at least thirty (30)
days prior to construction;
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(aa) the Conpany shall submt a revised | ong-range ROV
managenent plan for the certified facility within
one year of conpleting construction of the
facility;

(bb) the Conpany shall, upon conpletion of the
proj ect, conduct an assessnment of needs for
remedi al vegetation plantings. The result to the
assessnment and any proposals for the addition of
new pl antings or rearrangenents of existing
pl antings, and specifications for plantings shal
be submtted to Staff for review and acceptance
by the Secretary of the Commi ssion no |ater than
six (6) nonths after the facility is in service.

(cc) final restoration of the ROWshall conmence no
| ater than 20 days foll ow ng backfill;

(dd) within ten (10) days of the conpletion of final
restoration, the Conpany shall so notify the
Comm ssion in witing;

(ee) the Conpany shall pronptly notify the Conm ssion
in witing should it decide not to conplete
construction of all or any portion of this
project and it shall serve a copy of such notice
upon all parties;

(ff) if construction of the project hereby certified
is not conmenced within twelve (12) nonths, this
certificate may be vacated wi thout further
notice; and

(hh)  within thirty (30) days after the issuance of
this Order, the Conpany shall file with the
Secretary either a statenment accepting this
certificate and agreeing to conply with all of
its conditions or a Petition for Rehearing.
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2. This proceeding i s continued.

By the Conmi ssion,

( SI GNED) JANET HAND DEI XLER
Secretary
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