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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.













Existing View Proposed View

Viewpoint 51 is located on State Route 90 in the 
Town of Genoa, approximately 3.7 miles from 
the nearest proposed wind turbine that would 
be visible in the selected photograph’s field 
of view. This viewpoint is in the Agricultural/
Rural Residential LSZ, and typical viewers are 
local residents, through travelers, and tourist/
recreational users (sightseers). Views in this 
general area feature rolling hills dominated by 
forest and open fields, interspersed with clusters of 
buildings along the frontage of the state highway. 
In the selected photo, the existing view to the 
northeast includes the road edge in the immediate 
foreground, bordered by an unmowed ditch and 
a gently sloping agricultural field that extends to a 
woodlot in the middle ground. The woodlot blocks views of more distant landscape features 
on the left side of the view, but as the land descends to the right, views of a wooded valley 
and background hillside become available. The background hillside is a mix of forest and 
open fields interspersed with occasional farm and residential structures. The crest of the hill 
creates a gently sloping wooded horizon line against a clear blue sky. The view has a strong 
rural character, and its scenic value is enhanced by the rolling topography and availability of 
long-distance views. However, lack of foreground features or interesting focal points results in 
moderate overall scenic quality.

Visual Contrast Rating Results Summary

Landscape
Component Score Rating

Landform 0.5 Insignificant/Minimal

Vegetation 0.8 Minimal

Land Use 1.2 Minimal

Water N/A N/A

Sky 1.0 Minimal

Viewer Activity 0.8 Minimal

Overall Average 0.9 Minimal
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Attachment D. Photosimulations and Wireframe Renderings

1 Viewpoint Sensitivity information is gathered from rating panel 
results. Scenic Quality and Viewer Exposure indicated in this table 
reflects all ratings by the rating panel. 

Viewpoint Sensitivity1:

Scenic Quality:

View Frequency:

View Duration:

Low

Rare

Short

High

Repeated/Regular

Long

Moderate

With the proposed Facility in place, the upper portions of several turbines are visible above 
the middle ground tree line and background ridgetop. Trees in the middle ground woodlot 
provide significant screening of two of the turbines, limiting views to the blades or blade tips. 
The presence of these trees, in combination with the distance of the turbines from the viewer, 
reduces their perceived scale contrast. Their white color and narrow profile also reduce color 
contrast and prominence against the blue sky. The turbines impact only a small portion of the 
view, and although clearly visible, do not alter the rural agricultural character and scenic quality 
of the existing view.

VIEWPOINT 51
State Route 90
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting wireframe rendering is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the rendering should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.





Existing View Proposed View

Viewpoint 62 is located at the Owasco Bluffs Nature 
Preserve in the Town of Niles, approximately 3.8 
miles from the nearest proposed wind turbine 
that would be visible in the selected photo’s field 
of view. This viewpoint occurs in the Agricultural/
Rural Residential LSZ, and typical viewers include 
local residents as well as tourists/recreational users 
of the nature preserve. Views in this general area 
include large hilltop agricultural fields bordered by 
trees that provide long distance views across the 
adjacent valley where Owasco Lake is located. In 
the selected photo, the view to the south southwest 
features an open hayfield that extends from the 
immediate foreground to a middle ground tree 
line. Beyond the tree line the land descends out of 
sight into a broad valley. The valley includes Owasco Lake, but the lake itself is screened from 
view. A distant, hazy ridgeline on the opposite side of the valley that can be seen through and 
above the branches of the middle ground trees is the only visible background feature. The 
trees in the middle ground largely enclosed the view and will be even more effective in doing 
so during the growing season. The view has an undeveloped rural character, but the feeling 
of enclosure and lack of foreground features, focal points, or vegetative variability result in 
moderate scenic quality

Visual Contrast Rating Results Summary

Landscape
Component Score Rating

Landform 0.3 Insignificant/Minimal

Vegetation 0.7 Insignificant/Minimal

Land Use 1.0 Minimal

Water N/A N/A

Sky 1.5 Minimal/Moderate

Viewer Activity 1.0 Minimal

Overall Average 0.9 Minimal
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1 Viewpoint Sensitivity information is gathered from rating panel 
results. Scenic Quality and Viewer Exposure indicated in this table 
reflects all ratings by the rating panel. 

Viewpoint Sensitivity1:

Scenic Quality:

View Frequency:

View Duration:

Low

Rare

Short

High

Repeated/Regular

Long

Moderate

With the proposed Facility in place, 10 wind turbines can be seen rising into the sky above 
the background ridge. Due to backlighting, the turbines appeared dark against the bright sky. 
However, most of the turbines are substantially obscured by the middle ground tree line. The 
narrow profile of the blades, and backlighting of both the turbines and the middle ground trees, 
help the blades blend in with the bare tree branches. Three of the turbines are unscreened by 
the middle ground trees, but due to their distance from the viewer, do not extend higher into 
the sky than the adjacent branches of the tree line. However, these three turbines are tightly 
clumped, and their blades overlap, which looks unnatural and draws viewer attention. This, in 
combination with their movement and location on the horizon, make these turbines a focal 
point in the view. However, they affect only a small portion of the view and do not significantly 
alter the view’s rural agricultural character and scenic quality.

VIEWPOINT 62
Owasco Bluffs Nature Preserve
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.




























