
















Existing View Proposed View

Viewpoint 86 is located on the surface of Owasco 
Lake in the Town of Niles, approximately 2.5 miles 
from the nearest proposed wind turbine that 
would be visible in the selected photograph’s field 
of view. It is in the Owasco Lake LSZ and typical 
viewers include local (shoreline) residents and 
tourists/recreational users of the lake. Views in this 
general area include the open waters of Owasco 
Lake extending long distances to the north and 
south, and a wooded slope on the opposite 
shoreline to the west. In the selected panoramic 
photo, the existing view from the south to the west 
includes almost the full width of the lake. The water 
is relatively calm and blue, reflecting the clear sky 
overhead. The far shoreline is largely wooded, but 
open fields and buildings associated with a farm complex are prominent features on the upper 
portions of the slope on the right. The farm complex is an interesting focal point that adds a 
bucolic agricultural element to the character of this rural waterfront view. Scenic quality of this 
view is considered high.

Visual Contrast Rating Results Summary

Landscape
Component Score Rating

Landform 1.0 Minimal

Vegetation 0.8 Minimal

Land Use 2.5 Moderate/Appreciable

Water 1.3 Minimal/Moderate

Sky 2.5 Moderate/Appreciable

Viewer Activity 2.3 Moderate/Appreciable

Overall Average 1.8 Moderate
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1 Viewpoint Sensitivity information is gathered from rating panel 
results. Scenic Quality and Viewer Exposure indicated in this table 

With the proposed Facility in place, numerous wind turbines are clearly visible above the 
wooded ridge line on the opposite shoreline of Owasco Lake across the full field of view. 
Lighting of the turbines varies, with the backs of the blades generally being in shadow and 
dark, while the nacelles and towers are primarily front lit and white. The front lit turbines on 
the right present the greatest color contrast with the sky and compete for viewer attention with 
the farmstead below them on the ridge. Due to their abundance and movement, the turbines 
become a new focal point in this view. The turbines introduce wind power as a significant new 
land use but appear compatible with the farmstead/agricultural component of the view. The 
turbines are widely spaced, which reduces visual clutter, and the relatively slow movement of 
their blades will limit their impact on the peaceful character of the waterfront view. The lake 
and its wooded shoreline remain the dominant, character-defining features of the view, but to 
shoreline residents and tourists the turbines could have an adverse impact on their enjoyment 
of views of the lake and sunsets that are important to them.

VIEWPOINT 86
Owasco Lake
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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PHOTOSIMULATION (1 OF 3)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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EXISTING VIEW (3 OF 3)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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PHOTOSIMULATION (3 OF 3)
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Existing View Proposed View

Viewpoint 89 is located along the eastern 
shoreline at the southern end of Owasco Lake in 
the Town of Moravia, approximately 1.8 miles from 
the nearest proposed wind turbine that would be 
visible in the selected photograph’s field of view. 
This viewpoint occurs in the Owasco Lake LSZ 
where typical viewers include both local residents 
and tourists/recreational users. Views in this area 
are dominated by a broad expanse of water but 
framed by dense forest along the adjacent and 
opposite shorelines. In the selected photo, the 
existing view to the west features the calm waters 
of the Owasco Lake, which provide an open and 
unobstructed foreground. Reflection of the sky 
causes the water in the immediate foreground to 
appear light blue in color, but gradually transitions to a dark green in the middle ground as 
it reflects the forested slope on the opposite side of the lake. The middle ground includes 
the opposite shoreline, which is characterized by forest vegetation interspersed with a line of 
lightly colored cottages along the shoreline, which also reflect onto the water. The topography 
rises abruptly from the lake’s edge to a densely forested upland. Minor gaps in the background 
vegetation in the upper left portion of the view allow fields and residences near the top of 
the upland to peek into view. The horizon is defined by the jagged upper edge of the forest 
canopy which blocks views of more distant landscape features, and abruptly transitions to the 
light blue color of the clear sky. Although the expanse of water and strong colors provide visual 
interest, the limited number of focal features and lack of interesting variation in vegetation and 
topography results in moderate scenic quality.

Visual Contrast Rating Results Summary

Landscape
Component Score Rating

Landform 1.5 Minimal/Moderate

Vegetation 1.2 Minimal

Land Use 2.5 Moderate/Appreciable

Water 1.5 Minimal/Moderate

Sky 2.5 Moderate/Appreciable

Viewer Activity 2.3 Moderate/Appreciable

Overall Average 1.9 Moderate
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1 Viewpoint Sensitivity information is gathered from rating panel 
results. Scenic Quality and Viewer Exposure indicated in this table 
reflects all ratings by the rating panel. 

Viewpoint Sensitivity1:

Scenic Quality:

View Frequency:

View Duration:

Low

Rare

Short

High

Repeated/Regular

Long

Moderate

With the proposed Facility in place, two wind turbines are fully visible above the wooded 
ridge on the opposite side of Owasco Lake. In addition to the fully visible turbines, the blades 
of additional more distant turbines are also visible above the treetops. Movement of these 
substantially screened turbines will make them more noticeable as the turning blades come 
in and out of view above the trees. Due to their size and novel form, the turbines compete 
with the developed features along the lake’s shoreline for viewer attention and become the 
primary focal point of this view. Under the lighting and sky conditions illustrated in the selected 
photo, the turbines present limited color contrast with the sky. However, their proximity and 
movement will make them dominant features of the view and introduce wind power as a 
new and different land use. As such, they alter the character and scenic quality of the existing 
waterfront view. They will likely be viewed as discordant features by shoreline residents and 
tourists that value the view as it currently exists.

VIEWPOINT 89
Owasco Lake
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Note: Printed at actual size, the resulting simulation image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the simulation should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.
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Note: Printed at actual size, the existing view image is 15 inches wide by 10 inches high. At this size and focal length, the existing view image should be viewed from a distance 21 inches from the eye of the viewer.






















