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Lawmakers want NY to forgive jobless overpayments

Mario Marroquin
New York State Team
USA TODAY NETWORK

Some state senators and non-profit
attorneys are calling on Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s administration to consider
waiving some unemployment benefit
overpayments that occurred during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Overpayment of unemployment in-
surance benefits became a costlier
problem for state unemployment agen-
cies throughout the country in 2020 as
they coped with a wave of benefit-seek-
ers fueled by major job losses as the vi-
rus spread.

New York paid $115 million in
overpayments in 2020 while states
around the country paid $2.9 billion in
unemployment insurance overpay-
ments combined, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor.

While the state has continued to col-
lect on overpayments throughout the
pandemic, some state senators want
the state department of labor to follow
the lead from other states and offer
waivers on some of them.

A letter penned to the state Depart-
ment of Labor Commissioner Reardon
signed by 12 senators requested the de-
partment waive or forgive repayments
from people who are not at fault for re-
ceiving overpayments.

“Out of work New Yorkers have suf-

fered enough in this pandemic — they
don’t need the state pounding on their
door to collect debts they never even
knew they had incurred in the first
place,” 12 New York senators wrote in a
joint letter penned to the state Labor
Commissioner Roberta Reardon in Feb-
ruary.

The letter argues the federal stimulus
bill passed in December allows the state
to waive or forgive overpayments. And
New York, like many states around the
country, should opt to forgive or waive
overpayments in the instance of finan-
cial hardship, the senators argued.

Among the senators who signed the
letter were Sens. James Skoufis, D-
Cornwall, Orange County, and Shelley
Mayer, D-Yonkers.

NY unemployment was up big
amid pandemic

New York has paid out approximately
$70 billion in unemployment benefits
through the course of the pandemic, in-
cluding the roughly $115 million in over-
payments.

The U.S Department of Labor reports
the figure is nearly twice of what New
York paid in overpayments in 2019
($63.8 million), when far fewer people
were seeking unemployment insurance
benefits.

Last year, the state recovered a total
of $93.4 million in unemployment

benefits originally paid out in 2020 and
previous years, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor.

Deanna Cohen, a spokesperson for
the state Labor Department, said each
claim is unique and there are various
reasons why claimants may be required
to pay benefits back.

The state reported this week it has
vetted around 521,000 fraudulent
claims for unemployment insurance
during the pandemic. The claims, the
department said, amount to $6.4 billion
in unpaid fraudulent claims.

“Throughout this pandemic New
York state has paid more than $69 bil-
lion in unemployment insurance bene-
fits to more than 4 million New Yorkers
and there is a process we are bound by
law to follow to protect that lifeline to
New Yorkers in need,” Cohen said.

A closer look at the issue

The sentiment among state senators
is resonating with public advocacy
groups in New York City that say recov-
ering overpayments during the pan-
demic is troublesome for some New
Yorkers.

Young Lee, a labor attorney of the
non-profit Legal Aid Society in New
York City, said the sharp rise of unem-
ployment last year exacerbated ongoing
issues with overpayment of benefits
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Some workers in the state’s educa-
tion system, like substitute teachers
and some professionals, were not tech-
nically eligible for unemployment bene-
fits in the summer, he said.

“Alot of people thatlost their jobs pri-
or to the summer starting, right when
the schools closed down, kept on col-
lecting  [unemployment  benefits]
throughout the summer because no one
was aware of this rule and no one told
them, and now they’re being told to pay
back that money... there’s a variety of
reasons why people need to pay back
the money,” said Lee, the Legal Aid Soci-
ety’s supervising attorney for employ-
ment law.

Lee said the state should allow peo-
ple to apply for a waiver to have their un-
employment overpayments forgiven.

“Federal government at the end of
last year basically changed the law and
said the states now are allowed to issue
waivers, so a person should be able to
apply if they’re in a situation where it’s
not their fault. ... New York has not im-
plemented this system,” Lee said.

About 20% of all New Yorkers re-
ceived unemployment benefits in 2020.
The unemployment rate as of December
reached 8.1% in the state — an increase
of 4.4 percentage points from 2019.

Mario Marroquin covers real estate
and economic development. He can be
reached at mmarroquin@gannett.com
or @mars3vega
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access support services, less financial
independence and greater fears about
the safety of seeking services amid CO-
VID-19.

“It’s been a real challenge for advo-
cates and survivors,” said Ruth Glenn,
president of the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence. “Not only
have they had barriers they’ve had to
navigate to seek safety when they're
ready, but they now have an added bar-
rier of a pandemic. It becomes a tool for
the person that’s causing harm - an-
other tool to further control and exert
power.”

Domestic violence incidents in the
U.S. have increased by 8.1% since the
beginning of the pandemic, according
to estimates released Wednesday by
the National Commission on COVID-19
and Criminal Justice, which drew on
data from logs of police calls, crime re-
ports, emergency hotline registries,
health records and more.

The National Domestic Violence
Hotline said that more than 23,000
people have called since mid-March
mentioning COVID-19 as a factor in
what they are experiencing. Calls to the
hotline have been steadily increasing in
recent years, but it’s not clear if the
pandemic accounts for the continued
rise. In fact, many survivors may feel
they have less space away from their
abuser to safely reach out for help.

“I firmly believe that once we've
stepped out of the worst part of this,
we’ll see the domestic violence num-
bers spike,” Glenn said. “You’ll begin to
see more survivors stepping forward
and reporting.”

In Michigan, calls to the hotline run
by the Michigan Coalition to End Do-
mestic and Sexual Violence reached
all-time highs last month.

“We got as many calls in January as
we had gotten in the entirety of October
through December, and that’s when we
got almost as many calls as the previ-
ous year,” said executive director Sarah
Prout Rennie.

For Manos, the abuse began quickly.
In April, as the U.S. was beginning to
learn more about the novel coronavirus
and institute stay-at-home orders, Ma-
nos wasn’t seeing her parents because
they didn’t want to risk contracting or
transmitting COVID-19, she said.

That’s when Manos connected with
the man on Bumble.

According to the lawsuit, he quickly
pressured Manos into meeting in per-
son and becoming his girlfriend. Early
on, the man allegedly told Manos he
had “disappeared” his ex-girlfriend’s
family and warned Manos not to cross
him, according to the lawsuit.

“Iknew it wasn’t a safe situation, but
Iknew it was too late to get out then. He
was already tracking me,” Manos said,
referring to digital and in-person track-
ing. “He said he would never hurt me,
but he would always go after the ones
that Iloved.”

Over the course of their relationship,
Manos alleges the man repeatedly
threatened her life and the lives of her
parents. She claims he tortured and

Domestic violence resources

If you are a victim of domestic
violence, The National Domestic
Violence Hotline allows you to speak
confidentially with trained advocates
online or by the phone, which they
recommend for those who think their
online activity is being monitored by
their abuser (800-799-7233). They can
help survivors develop a plan to
achieve safety.

Safe Horizon’s hotline offers crisis
counseling, safety planning, and
assistance finding shelters
1-800-621-HOPE (4673). It also has a
chat feature where you can reach out
for help from a computer or phone
confidentially.

Survivors can call the New York City
Anti-Violence Project’s 24/7
English/Spanish hotline at
212-714-1141 and get support. If
calling is not safe but email is possible,
make a report at avp.org/get-help and
leave safe contact information, and
someone will reach out.

Find a list of pet-friendly shelters at
Sheltering Animals & Families
Together, Safe Place For Pets,
DomesticShelters.org and the Animal
Welfare Institute.

killed her two dogs, Kirby, a 6-year-old
bichon mix, and Daisy, a 13-month-old
bichon mix, according to the lawsuit.

The man denied the allegations to
USA TODAY. While police in Midlothian
and Arlington Heights, Illinois, investi-
gated Manos’ case and concluded ani-
mal abuse was the cause of the dogs’
deaths, the Cook County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office found the evidence against
the man insufficient to meet the burden
of proof to file animal cruelty charges.
The office told USA TODAY they worked
with Manos to secure a conviction
against the man after he violated Ma-
nos’ order of protection.

Manos’ civil suit accuses the man of
violating the Illinois Humane Care for
Animals Act and seeks monetary com-
pensation for “severe emotional dis-
tress, among other injuries.” Manos
said she filed the suit because she
wanted the man to be held accountable
and to “bring awareness to the situa-
tion.”

Manos said it was frightening but
“empowering” planning out her escape.
She fled to her parents’ house at the end
of June, after the man allegedly killed
her second dog.

“I knew I would be escaping when
the time was safe to escape, so it gave
me the power to fight to survive,” Ma-
nos said. “I brought my bags. I said
goodbye to my apartment. I sat my par-
ents down in the living room. I Fac-
eTimed my sisters, and I told them ev-
erything.”

The following day, she filed for and
received an emergency order of protec-
tion, and she and her family left town,
according to the lawsuit.

“Going through this and recovering
from it is a roller coaster,” Manos said.
“Right now I'm doing OK, but I do have
PTSD from this. This is a lot for any one
person to deal with.”

Investigation
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calls of my colleagues for a Special
Prosecutor appointed by the Attorney
General.”

Some others, including state Sen.
Alessandra Biaggi, D-Pelham, West-
chester County, called for Cuomo’s res-
ignation.

Biaggi, who once worked as an attor-
ney in Cuomo’s office, is among a wave
of younger, progressive-leaning law-
makers who are increasingly populat-
ing the halls of the state Capitol, many
of whom have shown a willingness to
criticize the powerful governor.

“While a truly independent investi-
gation may uncover more evidence or
instances of abuse, the existing details
are sufficient for me to form my conclu-
sion,” Biaggi said in a statement.

“As a New Yorker, a legislator, Chair
of the Senate Ethics and Internal Gov-
ernance Committee, and a survivor of
sexual abuse, I am calling for Governor
Cuomo to resign.”

Cuomo had received referral as
AG

Cuomo, who has been governor
since 2011, had been tasked with inves-
tigating governors twice during his one
term as attorney general from 2007
through 2010.

In 2007, then-Senate Majority Lead-
er Joseph Bruno asked Cuomo to inves-
tigate Spitzer’s role in disseminating
information about his travel on the
state airplane, called Troopergate.
Within three weeks, Cuomo issued a
scathing report that concluded Spitz-
er’s staff had ordered State Police to
keep special records of Bruno’s travel.

Two and a half years later, Paterson
asked Cuomo to investigate after the
then-governor and his advisers faced
questions about their actions after an
aide, David Johnson, faced accusations
of domestic violence.

The request came at a time when
Cuomo was widely believed to be con-
sidering challenging Paterson in the
2010 Democratic primary for governor.

Cuomo chose to appoint former
Chief Judge Judith Kaye as special in-
vestigator; Kaye concluded Paterson
and his aides erred in judgement but

“We need a truly independent
investigation, which is why |
continue to support the calls
of my colleagues for a Special
Prosecutor appointed by the
Attorney General.”

Rob Ortt state Senate minority leader

did not act criminally.

Cuomo also appointed Kaye to in-
vestigate whether Paterson perjured
himself in testimony about how he ob-
tained tickets to a World Series game
featuring the New York Yankees,
though the request for the investiga-
tion came from the state Commission
on Public Integrity.

AG is independently elected in
New York

James, the attorney general, had
been considered a political ally of Cuo-
mo, who endorsed her successful run
for the office in 2018.

But James recently flexed her inde-
pendence on Jan. 28, when sheissued a
report on COVID-19 in nursing homes
that chastised Cuomo’s administration
for failing to tell the public the number
of nursing home residents who had
died in hospital and hospice settings.

Prior to the report, Cuomo’s admini-
stration had only released the number
of nursing home residents who had
died of COVID-19 in the homes them-
selves. Within hours of James’ report,
Health Commissioner Howard Zucker
revealed about 4,000 residents had
died in hospitals or hospice, too.

The Attorney General's Office,
meanwhile, has served as a launching
pad for future governors, including Cu-
omo and Spitzer.

James herself has never publicly ex-
pressed interest in the governor’s job,
though she joked last week that others
have referred to AG as “aspiring gover-
nor.”

“We have been putting our heads
down, not focusing on the politics but
focusing on the law,” James said Feb. 22
at the DealBook DC Policy Project.

Jon Campbell is a New York state
government reporter for the USA TO-
DAY Network. He can be reached at
JCAMPBELLI@Gannett.com or on
Twitter at @JonCampbellGAN.
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New York State Electric & Gas Electric Corporation (NYSEG)

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (“NYSEG") has filed with the New York
State Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) changes to its Schedule
for Electricity Service, P.S.C. No. 120 - Electricity and Schedule for Electric

NYSEG has proposed an EV Make-Ready surcharge to recover costs and
incentives paid to participants in Electric Vehicle (“EV") Infrastructure Make-
Ready Programs. The filing, which is subject to Commission review and
approval, was filed on December 2, 2020, and became effective on January 1,

A complete copy of the filing can be viewed on the PSC's website at
www.dps.ny.gov under Case 18-E-0138. Tariff schedules are available at

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation
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ducing greenhouse gas emissions by ex-
panding affordable and renewable ener-
gy sources to all residents of Tompkins
county,

e Increasing the number of alterna-
tive models for incarceration and
strengthening existing programs that
support reentry work and rethinking
our criminal justice system.

“I am running for County Legislature
because we need more BIPOC women at
the table with decision making power
who can empathize with the many ex-
periences of our constituents that keep
them trapped in intergenerational pov-
erty and without access to resources to
improve their life trajectory,” LaFave
wrote in a press release. “I seek a seat at
the table to be a voice for segments of
our community that feel unseen and un-
heard.”

She continued: “.. I am running for
the Tompkins County Legislature be-
cause I believe in the promise of Ithaca
and the virtue of community building. I
seek to serve because it is my desire and
passion to see every single resident of
TC living their best life, an equitable life,
a life of abundance, of joy, fortune and
fortitude.”

Travis Brooks

Brooks works with McBean-Clair-
borne at GIAC and said she is his men-
tor.

“... T hope to build upon her remark-

A
John

Brooks

LaFave

able legacy and represent the district
with the same tenacity and compassion
that she has brought to the Legislature,”
Brooks said in a press release.

As a member of Ithaca’s Municipal
Drug Policy Committee, Brooks contrib-
uted insights and recommendations
that were used to win a $1 million grant
to implement a diversion program ded-
icated to reorienting typical responses
to crimes and helping those suffering
from addiction, poverty and mental
health issues.

“I am devoted to serving as the voice
of our community and am relentless in
my devotion to improving the quality of
life, especially for the disenfranchised,”
Brooks said.

Brooks is also the director of Ithaca’s
My Brother's Keeper, a program
launched by President Barack Obama
designed to address persistent opportu-
nity gaps faced by boys and young men
of color.

“As a father, I raised six kids into
adulthood,” Brooks said. “I have been a
single dad, a married dad, and a single
divorced dad.”

He continued: “I have begged, bor-
rowed, and relied on the system to help
me survive. I want to ensure that system
is there for those that walk along the
path I walked. I went from renter in the
projects to a homeowner across the

street from those same
projects. I am proof that
anyone can be the change
that they decide to be.”

Priorities of Brooks’
campaign include:

e “Affordable  hous-
ing—gentrification has re-
moved our most vulnerable people from
their communities and placed them in
the most remote areas which lack the
most basic resources,

e Employment opportunities—creat-
ing jobs that give families stability and
upward movement beyond the living
wage,

e Funding for social service pro-
grams—we must push for programs that
provide sustained programming based
on need.”

“I want to be the voice at the table
that represents the entire community
because I've lived their experiences,”
Brooks said. “Their stories are my sto-
ries, my voice is their voice, and their
struggle is my reason.”

Lushtak

Rich John

Rich John is running for re-election
to District 4. District 4 is in the City of
Ithaca and has parts of East Hill, Colle-
getown, the Fall Creek neighborhood,
the Commons and Cornell University.

John is an attorney, teacher and busi-
nessperson. As alegislator, he chairs the
Public Safety Committee, serves as the
vice chair on the Downtown Facilities
Committee, and is a committee member
on the Government Operations Com-
mittee and Budget, Capital and Person-
nel Committee.

“Going forward, among many chal-
lenges, we need to continue to fight
through the pandemic, and deal with
the economic and social burdens it has
placed on us,” John said. “Similarly, we
have tremendous questions before us as
a country which show up here in our
community and we need to address
them.”

He continued: “So, there is hard and
important work left to be done. I would
like the chance to continue to help our
community find these answers.”

Samantha Lushtak

Samantha Lushtak, an environmen-
tal, health and safety expert, is running
for District 13, which is comprised of the
western portion of the Town of Dryden.

Lushtak is certified in multiple high
level safety programs including Inci-
dent Command Systems. She was the
first to be awarded the KSA Grand Mas-
ter designation through the Board of
Certified Safety Professionals. She has
worked with and trained people from a
variety of backgrounds, educations,
and trades.

Lushtak’s campaign includes:

e “Addressing COVID-19. Not only fi-
nancially but logistically as well,

e Supporting the work on the re-im-
aging public safety initiative and adapt-
ing police budgets to be used effectively,

e Supporting accessible healthcare
and pop-up healthcare,

e Creating affordable housing and
choices for the residents and would-be
residents of Tompkins County.”

Follow Matt Steecker on Tuwitter
@OnTheStecord.

COVID-19
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Lou Gehrig and Ruby Dee, who really
lived here, and Dick Van Dyke, who just
pretended to.

She has chronicled the changing face
of New Rochelle, celebrating its growing
diversity and the sights, sounds and fla-
vors that has brought to “The Queen
City of the Sound.”

As she collects photos, memories and
mementoes for the New Rochelle Public
Library’s pandemic archive, she’ll likely
include a copy of the “Saturday Night
Live” skit, “New York Musical,” which
aired Oct. 31, 2020.

It goes like this: A woman enters a
Times Square souvenir shop, clutching
a Zabar’s totebag. The shop owner tells
his customers: “Oh no, look who’s com-
ing our way, that woman from West-
chester and she has visible COVID.”

The woman sneezes and sings, to the
tune of “Hey, Big Spender.”

“The minute I coughed at the press

I knew that New Rochelle would try

and pin the blame on me.

Super spreader! Spread a little rona
with me.”

Months after that skit aired, people
across New Rochelle wonder if their city
will forever bear the stain of the virus.

When Bonnet and his family went to
Disney World last summer, a greeter
asked where they were from. Bonnet
said New York. When the greeter
probed, and Bonnet proudly said New
Rochelle, the greeter jumped back.

Others say that while New Rochelle
might have been first, any COVID stig-
ma won’t last.

“Ten days later, it was everywhere, so
that really didn’t matter for long,” Bal-
dassarre said. “The label kind of hung in
the air for a bit, you know, and that was
tough.”

Whether the virus will ultimately re-
shape the city’s legacy, Davis continues
to ensure New Rochelle’s most recent
chapter is carefully preserved.

Why? For many, the trail of coronavi-
rus in America leads back to New Ro-
chelle, and that will include future his-
torians. Davis wants an accurate reflec-
tion of what happened here.
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New York State Electric & Gas Electric Corporation (NYSEG)

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (“NYSEG") has filed with the New York
State Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) changes to its Schedule
for Electricity Service, P.S.C. No. 120 - Electricity and Schedule for Electric

NYSEG has proposed an EV Make-Ready surcharge to recover costs and
incentives paid to participants in Electric Vehicle (“EV") Infrastructure Make-
Ready Programs. The filing, which is subject to Commission review and
approval, was filed on December 2, 2020, and became effective on January 1,

A complete copy of the filing can be viewed on the PSC's website at
www.dps.ny.gov under Case 18-E-0138. Tariff schedules are available at

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation

In early November, she hired Eileen
McAdam, director and producer of the
Sound and Story Project, to conduct the
first round of oral-history interviews
with those at the center of the COVID
storm: Bramson, Strome, Bonnet, po-
lice, fire and hospital officials, their sto-
ries already shaped by the perspective
of time. Davis took part, too, with more
voices to come, she said.

A year on, we know so much more.

We better understand New Rochelle’s
place in the exhausting, devastating
story of COVID-19 than we did at the
start. We know that what seemed sur-
real here opened America’s eyes to what
was about to be its new reality.

The raw fear of March 2020 in New
Rochelle was captured in newspaper ar-
ticles and stark images broadcast
around the world. Soon, the voices of
those who lived through it will join those
accounts, to await the curious ears of
anyone — a year or a century from now
— who wants to know what life looks
like in the very heart of history.

David Propper covers New Rochelle
and the shore towns. Email him at
dpropper@lohud.com; follow him on
Twitter: dg_props.

Peter D. Kramer just marked his 33rd
anniversary at The Journal News. Email
him at pkramer@lohud.com; follow him
on Twitter: @PeterKramer.
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$12.95
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New England Pot Roast
with Mashed Potatoes

$14.95

Wednesday

Turkey Bacon Swiss Melt
with French Fries

Pan Fried Rainbow Trout

$10.95 $14.95
. Pork Osso Bucco $15.95 l
ThurSday Buffalo Chicken Salad $7.00 Burger & Fries or Wings

$10.95

4:30-7:30pm Dine-In Only

H Friday

Corned Beef & Cabbage $11.95
Fried or Broiled Haddock w/Mac
& Cheese or Fresh Fries

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Prime Rib, Lobster Tail

Saturday

Open at 5:00 PM
for Dinner

NY-GCI0582269-05

Celebrate St. Patrick’s with us

Featuring

Corned Beef and Cabbage, Slow Roasted Prime Rib
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Dems bank on rehef ald to win back wary white voters

Will Weissert
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JEANNETTE, Pa. - When Joe Biden
visited this corner of southwestern
Pennsylvania in the final weeks before
the election, his goal wasn’t to win it so
much as to show the area’s overwhelm-
ingly white working-class electorate
that his party was at least willing to try.

“A lot of white, working-class Demo-
crats thought we forgot them,” Biden
said after touring a union training facil-
ity during a late September swing
through Westmoreland County. “I get
their sense of being left behind.”

Democrats have offered paeans like
that since President Franklin D. Roose-
velt delivered the New Deal and cement-
ed an alliance with working-class vot-
ers. That bond was rooted in the notion
that the Democrats’ policies would im-
prove workers’ lives.

But that relationship has steadily
frayed, with working-class voters now
casting Democrats as the party of cul-
tural elites who talk down to them and
reject their values. Such resentment has
even driven workers to vote against
their seeming economic self-interest,
given that GOP tax policy is often geared
toward the well-to-do and business.

Now Biden and his party are hoping
that by muscling through passage of the
$1.9 trillion coronavirus relief and eco-
nomic stimulus bill - with benefits
heavily weighted toward lower- and
middle-income Americans - they can
win back at least a larger share of work-
ing-class voters.

The president is flying Tuesday to
Delaware County, outside Philadelphia,
to help promote the new aid.

Still, that proposition — which Re-
publicans dismiss as a “liberal wish list”
— will be tested in places such as West-
moreland County. More than 250 miles
west, the county was a Democratic
stronghold until its industrial base
withered.

“These are the kind of issues that are
a little bit more meat-and-potatoes and
that we should focus on in this area,”
said Paul Adams, a former county Dem-
ocratic official.

“Despite the fact that our sympathies
may be with other issues,” Adams said,
referring to larger efforts to tackle rac-
ism and promote gay rights, “it’s hard to
get traction with that with the local pop-
ulation.”

Democrats are banking on direct
payments of $1,400 to most Americans
under the COVID-19 law as a strong
counter to that criticism. The package
also dramatically expands tax credits
for families with children, bolsters un-
employment benefits, reduces taxes on
student loan debt and lowers costs of
the Obama-era health law’s coverage.

Ed Rendell, a former Democratic gov-

Then-Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden, far right, speaks
after touring International Union of
Operating Engineers Local 66 in New
Alexandria, Pa. ANDREW HARNIK/AP

ernor of Pennsylvania, said the legisla-
tion won’t singlehandedly solve the
party’s problems with working-class
voters but is “a good first mile down
the road.”

“It is incumbent upon us to make
the case — which I believe has always
been there to make, we’ve just done a
(terrible) job — that we're the party of
the working guy,” Rendell said. “And
the Republicans are using smoke and
mirrors.”

By some estimates, the law could
reduce the nation’s poverty rate by
one-third. That may have an outsize
impact on Westmoreland County,
whose under-65 population receives
more federal disability benefits than
the national average and where less
than one-third of residents have a col-
lege degree, according to federal esti-
mates.

The town of Jeannette used to boast
of being the “Glass Capital of the
World,” but nearly all of those factories
are long gone. A nearby Volkswagen
plant shuttered in 1988, wiping out
2,500 jobs.

But the strong economic incentives
in the relief bill are colliding with the
structural support here for former
President Donald Trump. Trump 2020
yard signs and flags — often carefully
preserved against winter snows - still
line the hilly roadsides beyond the
hulking husks of the abandoned bottle
works. The Democratic county sheriff
became a Republican last summer,
saying his old party wasn’t supporting
law enforcement strongly enough dur-
ing demonstrations that swept the
country over police brutality and rac-
ism.

Like Biden, Trump campaigned in
Westmoreland County, and he won the
county by nearly 30 percentage points.
But Biden got about 11,000 more votes
here than Hillary Clinton did in 2016.

Service.
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New York State Electric & Gas Electric Corporation (NYSEG)

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (“NYSEG") has filed with the New York
State Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) changes to its Schedule
for Electricity Service, P.S.C. No. 120 - Electricity and Schedule for Electric

NYSEG has proposed an EV Make-Ready surcharge to recover costs and
incentives paid to participants in Electric Vehicle (“EV") Infrastructure Make-
Ready Programs. The filing, which is subject to Commission review and
approval, was filed on December 2, 2020, and became effective on January 1,

A complete copy of the filing can be viewed on the PSC's website at
www.dps.ny.gov under Case 18-E-0138. Tariff schedules are available at

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation

That’s significant given that Biden won
Pennsylvania by only about 80,500
votes.

Bill Bretz, chairman of the county’s
Republican Party, said the new direct
economic benefits are canceled out by
other Biden administration policies.
That includes nixing the Keystone XL
pipeline, which has raised fears that
Pennsylvania’s natural gas producers
could face similar limits in the name of
battling climate change.

“There’s a lot of people who are still
registered Democrats, who still hold on
to those working-class Democratic val-
ues,” Bretz said. “But their sensitivities
are violated by the national Democratic
platform.”

Indeed, people like Mary Wilmes,
who owns a gift shop in the county seat
of Greensburg, doesn’t like to rile cus-
tomers with talk of politics. But she did
offer praise for Biden and his work pro-
moting the stimulus. “He’s giving you
the sense that he cares about people,”
she said.

“It’s not like before,” Wilmes added,
“when what we had was, ‘It’s all about
himself’”

The white working-class helped fuel
Trump’s 2016 rise, but those voters have
actually been gravitating to Republicans
since 1992, according to research by
Noam Lupu, a political science profes-
sor at Vanderbilt University. Working-
class African Americans have remained
steadfastly loyal to Democrats, but
Trump saw his support among Latinos
improve in 2020. That could indicate
that a broader shift away from Demo-
crats may be resonating with some His-
panics.

“I'think, for the Democratic Party, it’s
a tough coalition to maintain: working-
class voters who are really focused on
their economic interests, but, at the
same time, very progressive social posi-
tions for the urban, educated voters,”
Lupu said. “I think Biden has an oppor-
tunity to rebrand the party a little bit.”

Working-class generally denotes
people without college degrees who
have lower wage jobs. It also can mean
better educated, better paid middle-
class earners who don't like defining
themselves as rich or poor. Trump won
62% of white voters without a college
degree in November, according to AP
VoteCast, a nationwide survey of the

electorate.

During the campaign, Biden tried to
contrast what he called the working
family sensitivities of his birth city of
Scranton, Pennsylvania, with Trump’s
Fifth Avenue, big city values. Biden also
has pledged to be “ the most pro-union
president you've ever seen.”

“A number of working-class people
have seen politics not deliver for their
families, and sometimes that’s when
Democrats are in charge and sometimes
that’s when Republicans are in charge,”
said Rick Levy, president of the Texas
AFL-CIO. “It creates an opening for
demagogues who say, ‘I can fix it ”

Some top Republicans have begun
arguing that theirs is actually the party
of the working-class — mixing economic
appeal with key social issues such as
promoting gun rights and opposing
abortion, along with emphasizing oppo-
sition to the cancellation of some Dr.
Seuss books and dropping “Mr.” from
Potato Head so the toy better promotes
gender inclusivity.

“We are a working-class party now,”
Missouri Republican Sen. Josh Hawley
tweeted on election night. Hawley also
offered legislation to raise the minimum
wage to $15, long a position of progres-
sive Democrats.

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, recently de-
clared the GOP the “party of steel work-
ers and construction workers and taxi
drivers and cops and firefighters and
waitresses.” He has proposed a $10,000
scholarship helping parents who live in
areas where schools remain shuttered
because of the virus to pay for education
elsewhere.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., endorsed a
union organizing drive at an Amazon
warehouse in Alabama, accusing the
online giant’s leadership of waging a
“culture war against working-class val-
ues.”

Levy said Democrats can now point
to concrete provisions of the relief law,
which he said also shows that the GOP is
“never going to support working-class
people.”

But some say the stimulus package
may prove hollow over the long term.

“It’s a good thing now,” Lucas Szeke-
ly, a19-year-old community college stu-
dent from Irwin, west of Jeannette, said
of getting another stimulus check. “But
you can’t keep doing it forever.”

Tuesday

&: Meadow Sirest o 278-8022

Prime Rib with Mashed
Potatoes & Gravy

$12.95

Dinner

New England Pot Roast
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Pan Fried Rainbow Trout

$10.95 $14.95
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H Friday

Corned Beef & Cabbage $11.95
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Open 5pm for Dinner

Celebrate St. Patrick’s with us

featuring
Corned Beef and Cabbage
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COVID

Continued from Page 1A

restaurants, airports and mass transpor-
tation areas, except when eating and
drinking.

Capacity restrictions

These still apply in most public spaces,
typically to maintain social distancing in
indoor spaces. Classrooms, child care
centers, churches, venues, restaurants
and other spaces must adhere to restric-
tions at a percentage of their typical ca-
pacity.

Capacity limits at most venues are at
50% as of mid-March. Restaurants can
operate at 75% of their typical capacity
outside New York City, where restaurant
capacity remains limited to 35%.

Gatherings

Outdoor gatherings at private resi-
dences are allowed in groups of 25. Indoor
private gatherings are still capped at 10
people.

Outdoor social gatherings are capped
at 200 and indoor social gatherings at
100.

Hygiene and disinfection

High-touch public spaces, vehicles,
equipment and items must be cleaned
and disinfected regularly. Hand sanitizer
dispensers and/or handwashing stations
should be provided.

Screenings

Employees, volunteers, students,
teachers and in some cases, customers or
attendees must be routinely screened for
COVID-19 symptoms and exposure.

A child rests on a subway car last week
while riders wear protective masks
because of COVID-19 concerns in New
York. JOHN MINCHILLO/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Travel

Starting April 1, those traveling domes-
tically no longer have to quarantine upon
return home, although the state still rec-
ommends a precautionary quarantine.
International travelers are required to
quarantine for 7 days with a negative test
3-5 days after returning from travel, or 10
days without a negative test.

Quarantine

New Yorkers who are fully vaccinated
(i.e. they are beyond two weeks past their
final vaccine dose) and asymptomatic do
not have to quarantine following expo-
sure to COVID-19 in the first three months
following vaccination.

Additionally, New Yorkers who have
been infected with COVID-19 in the past
and have recovered, and are asymptom-
atic after being exposed again, do not
have to quarantine.

Those who do not meet those criteria
have to quarantine for14 days, or10 days if
no symptoms are reported.

What additional restrictions should
| expect at specific venues?

Restaurants and bars

e Capacity limit at 75% outside of
New York City, 35% in New York City.

e Closure at 11 p.m. is required,
though Cuomo said he will revisit that
curfew in April.

Live entertainment and theater

e Smaller venues will face a capacity
limit at 33% with a cap of 100 people in-
doors and 200 people outdoors, starting
in April.

e Large, outdoor performing arts ven-
ues seating 2,500 people or more can
open at 20% capacity starting in April.

e Fans must show a negative test re-
sult or proof of full vaccination prior to
entry.

Movie theaters

e Capacity at 25% with no more than
50 people per screen at a time.

e Assigned seating required.

e Additional staffing required to con-
trol occupancy, traffic and seating to
ensure compliance.

e Enhanced air filtration, ventilation
and purification standards.

Weddings

e Venue capacity at 50% with no
more than 150 people per event.

e Guests must show a negative test
result prior to entry.

e Sign-in with contact information
required to assist with potential contact
tracing.

e Venues must notify local health
departments of large events, above the
social gathering limit, in advance.

e Ceremonial and socially-distanced
dancing allowed under strict guide-
lines.

Sporting events

e Capacity limit of 20% in outdoor
venues seating 2,500 or more.

e Capacity limits of 10% in venues
seating 1,500 or more.

e Fans must show a negative test re-
sult or proof of full vaccination prior to
entry.

Religious buildings and churches

e No more than 50% capacity.

e Social distancing of 12 feet when
singing.

e Provide hand sanitizer and hand-
washing stations.

Sports and recreation

e Occupancy limit at 50% in any giv-
en area.

e Limited class sizes.

e Reduced service in some areas.

e Prohibited use of small spaces like
elevators.

Child care facilities and camps

e Limit groups to 15 children or less.

e No non-essential visitors.

e Limit sharing of objects.

Beaches

e Capacity restrictions at 50%.

e No large gatherings or spontane-
ous sporting events.

Sarah Taddeo is the consumer
watchdog reporter for USA Today
Network’s New York State Team. Got a
story tip or comment? Contact Sarah
at STADDEO@Gannett.com or 585-
258-2774. Follow her on Twitter
@Sjtaddeo.
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Reed, 49, also apologized to his fam-
ily, “the people of the 23rd District, my
colleagues, and those who have sup-
ported me for the harm this caused
them.”

Reed represents a heavily Republican
district that runs across the Southern
Tier — from the Pennsylvania border
east through Elmira and north through
Ithaca and into Ontario County. The dis-
trict is also one that could be on the
chopping block as part of redistricting
next year.

While a supporter of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Reed has also
sought to reach across the aisle, serving
as a co-leader of the bi-partisan Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus in Congress.

Reed, the most senior member of the
GOP House delegation in New York, said
the 2017 incident with Davis, now 29, a
second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, oc-
curred at a time when he was struggling
with alcoholism.

He said he is now four years sober of
“that personal lifelong journey of recov-
ery. With the support of my wife, kids
and loved ones, professional help, and
trust in a higher power, I continue that
journey day-by-day.”

He said his struggle with addiction is

not an excuse for any misbehavior, but
he plans to “dedicate my time and atten-
tion to making amends for my past ac-
tions” and work with those also battling
addiction.

“As I go forward, I will strive to be a
better human being, continue to fight for
what I believe in, and to make people’s
lives better in any way I can. I hope this
formal apology is just the start,” he con-
tinued.

Reed has been a chief critic of Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat who faces a
series of sexually harassment allega-
tions among former female aides, in-
cluding one current one. Reed has also
ripped Cuomo for the governor’s han-
dling of COVID-19 deaths in nursing

homes.

He told the USA TODAY Network
New York last month he was seriously
considering a gubernatorial run.

But his statement Sunday said he
would not run for any office next year,
and “therefore will be retiring from pub-
lic service on January 2nd, 2023.”

Joseph Spector is the Government
and Politics Editor for the USA TODAY
Network’s Atlantic Group, overseeing
coverage in New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland and Delaware. He
can be reached at JSPECTOR@Gan-
nett.com or followed on Twitter: @Gan-
nettAlbany

vaccine
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sign up as vaccination sites for their
communities.

“Faith leaders are the most trusted
voices in their respective communi-
ties, and with their help, we will be able
to reach those New Yorkers who have
suffered the most from this pandemic
and bring the vaccine to the communi-
ties that got hit the hardest by COVID,”
Cuomo said in a statement.

The dire push to ramp up vaccina-
tions is unfolding as New York ranked
third in the nation behind New Jersey
and Rhode Island among states where
coronavirus was still spreading the
fastest on a per-person basis.

Further, New York on Saturday had
its first positive case of the Brazilian
coronavirus strain, which has shownto
be more contagious than original
strains and prompted some concern
among health experts, Cuomo said.

Still, New York reported far fewer
coronavirus cases in the week ending
Sunday, adding 41,406 new cases, a

drop of 1% from the week before.

As for vaccinations, about 5.1 mil-
lion New Yorkers, or 25.7% of the pop-
ulation, had received at least one CO-
VID-19 vaccine dose as of Sunday
morning, state data show.

The COVID vaccines developed by
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna re-
quire two doses to be fully effective
while the Johnson & Johnson vaccine
required one shot. All three vaccines
received emergency use approval
from the Food & Drug Administration.

About 2.65 million New Yorkers, or
13% of the population had been fully
vaccinated as of Sunday, the most re-
cent data show.

Meanwhile, some states have an-
nounced plans to open up vaccina-
tion eligibility to all adults 16 and
above in coming weeks, far ahead of
the deadline set in President Joe Bi-
den’s directive to states to make CO-
VID-19 vaccines available to all adults
no later than May 1.

So far, Michigan, Iowa and Con-
necticut plan to open up vaccines to
all adults on April 5, while many oth-
ers remained on track to meet the
May 1 deadline.

In addition to ages 50 and older,
New York’s vaccine eligibility includes
various essential workers, such as
teachers and public-facing nonprofit
jobs, as well as those with select un-
derlying health conditions such as
cancer.

Those who are eligible will be able to

schedule appointments by utilizing
New York’s ‘Am I Eligible’ website or by
calling the state’s COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Hotline at 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-
833-697-4829).

USA TODAY Network contributed to
this report.
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New York State Electric & Gas Electric Corporation (NYSEG)

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (“NYSEG") has filed with the New York
State Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) changes to its Schedule
for Electricity Service, P.S.C. No. 120 — Electricity and Schedule for Electric

NYSEG has proposed an EV Make-Ready surcharge to recover costs and
incentives paid to participants in Electric Vehicle (“EV") Infrastructure Make-
Ready Programs. The filing, which is subject to Commission review and
approval, was filed on December 2, 2020, and became effective on January 1,

A complete copy of the filing can be viewed on the PSC's website at
www.dps.ny.gov under Case 18-E-0138. Tariff schedules are available at

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation






