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Nation & World

Callis to lmm gmbhcﬁy of mass killers

Research: Coverage in
media could incite others

Jdorge L. Ortlr
VR TORAY

1f Viginia Beachy suthorities hove
thelr way, the pmman who killed 13
people and infred four othurs in Fri-
day' shooting mmpage wor't jnin the
riniks of Jnfamoys mass mirderdrs i
U8 Tustory,

fnthat end, they're vowing hisneme
will 5 Jonger crosy thelt lips pUincly.

By declining to use DeWayne Crad-
doek’s e boyund his initial identi
cation a5 the shooter, Police Chief
James Carvera and othoer offieials fn the
Virginia xesort 101 are foibing a grow-
ing movemnent toward depriving mass
killers the notorivty many of them are
believed 1o crave,

Several studles have shown media
coverage of these kinds of crimes tunds
o incite others, with Artzona Stote U
wersity n
that each mass shoating increased the
chaitcas of ansther ans piourzing with-
inthe nuxt 13 days.

“What you ofien see is shey're hosh
cally saying, “This petson wasa nobody
whohecame famous or gota ot of atten-
tion, abd I wanttoget that sume rewvard,
evenifl goabout itin ksomeshat diffe
ent way, ” sald Atam Lanidord, an ss-

vlrghﬂn Bench Chiet of Palice. James Cervira vows not 1o uttar khe nume of the
qunaman in Friday's Massaere. MEGAI RAYIMORDVIA USA T0BAY FEFWGRY.

“Jowrnalista do need to thinl
about what is ow role and
responsibility in covering
this”
Hicols Dahmzn

:

noeinte prefessar of lagy at the
Univesity of Mabame who has studied

mass shootings.
flod

Effarts to prevent that
taplon effect, nlso knowias copyeat of-
Tect, have prompred ealis for the medin
to deemphastze coveroge of the perpe-
trators, perhaps telling litda about theig
haekstoties and withhalding thelr pho-
1os. Same of Ui requests have come
Trom simvivors of Inst yeur's messacre in
Patkfand, Flasida.

Public officlals are alae joining the
TAUEE,

Qarvere said In 2 news conforence

honrz afier the agsoult that the shooter
“will be forever reftrred ta as O sus-
pectbeentsa ot focns now s the digni-
ty shdrespect to the victimsin this case
and 1o thejt famies.”

Aftor 1 hate-fueled ersanit on two
New Zenlond roosques in March residi-
ol ins 5t deathy, Prime Mindster Jacinde
Ardern expressly avaided mentiontng
the name of the awackar, on ovewed
white supremacist so thitsty for secog-
nition that he livestreamed the massa-
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sehedules for service,
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com or the PSG website {dps.ay.gov)

P50 No. 99— Gas — Schedule for Gas Service

PST fo. 87 = Bas ~ Sthodule {or Gas Service

P50 No. 88~ Gab = Schodule for Gas Tronapartation Service

#50 No. 118 ~ Electricily ~ Schodulp for Elcolric Sorvice

PSG Ho. 120 ~ Electricity — Selieduls {ar Eleetric Service

P56 No. 121 ~ Etectiisily » Schedufe for Elsctie Service {Stract Lighting)

Dt Mgy 20, 2019, Heve York State Eleclric & Gus Corparation {NYSEG) flod with
the How York State Public Service Commiasion {PSC) a plan wifh tagtimony,
exhiibils srd praposed dafivery eate changas to the phove referenoed lariff

The changes contained in that fliog would increase anrual delivery sevenues
by approximately $168.7 milian {20.4% Dalivecy/ $0.4% Total) from #YSEG's
eleclic pporations and by appoximaiely $6.2 miflion {303 Delivery! 14%
Total] from the company’s natural gas operations, to buzome oifestive Aprd

The PSS may approve, modify or refect any or all of the proposed fariff chengos,
The complete BYSEG fling may be examined on the company's welisito {nyseq,

i

‘These ceses are open and pubic. ]

sz

may provide is directly

1o fhie Soeretary of the PSG or offer commsnis at a public statemeni hearing
hested by fhe PSG (Referpnze Cose Kos, 19-B-0378, 10-G-0379}, As the case.
proceeds, docaments pertsining o the case are posied on the PSG wabisite,

e,

Alore recently; Denver-area anthori-
tess asked reparters to focus pitention
onthe victims ofa May school shooting
that loft ane dead and cight wjiwred,
ather than the asssilants.

Jn nome Instances, as in Jast Jone's
Kiliing spree at e Capltal Gazerte
newsroom in Annopalls, Maryfand, and
after the November 2017 assault on the
church 1o Suthetland Spangs, Texos,
Taw esiforcement authorities initfally re-
fuged to relonse the suspeet’s name 1o
the medin.

The advocacy group No

question that is vmerging in newsrooms
agross the vountry Is how to perfonn
that duty while minimizing harm.

Donsthe publicinterest{n the identi-
1y of the aseailant sutiveigh the impact
such publicity might have o fitute
such jnsidenis? How impontant ig it for
people ta find owt what the shooter
Ipoks lik

Dahmen sald her researchmnd thatof
her collergues suppests changes ary
beceseary in teporting about the ag-
gregsors in magy murders She men-
tHons CNN's Anderson Cooper and tmost
recently the San Ditge Chion Tribtine’s
editorial board ~ but net its news de-
partment, which is seporate ~ a& early
adopters of the no-name plicy.

*I's ubout ethical, responsibie covar-
age,” Dehnien said, “We don't e mi-
nor sictims. We don't name pe vie-
tims. We have changed the way we re-
port on sufcide, This s a vime to revisit
how we tepart on “who! Fur exaaple,
nse the name once. Dop't nse the name
In oditorial toverage. Don't wsn the
name in hesdlines. Don't repeat the
name over snd over. Dowt use previsis
perpetratry’ names in stoties nbout
new mass shootings, The pointis ot to
give the perpeteator the slek, tivisted
fome, infamy”

L:kn Langkford, Dahmen advoeates

) hotos of mass

althotyh he froes a step farther in argu-
ing there’s nol much value It mnkdng
the pame public, a6 long es the astacker
has baen apptehendod or in dead, She
favorn none-time mentian of thevame,
nnd not publi'ﬂﬂng any mnm(wws

50 tonaua

foundod by the parents of aneof tie vig-
tims of the 2012 bleodshed i a mavie
theater in Awrors, Colosdn, esponses &
similar nppTuaLh Dn\mp!ay the narse
andimageof th

mectin coverige wouldn't neeessarily be

followed by usets of socll media, but

they would represent o major step in

limiting the amount of coveted expa-
Jifters recelve.

thie fenocent people harmed by their
acts of vielence.

Ni¢ole Dalunen, associate professar
At the Universiry of Oregon's Schioot of
Joumnalism and Communication, sada

“the mass ghooting problem is not
journalists” fault,* Dahten said,
jorunniists do need 1o think about what
ifnmx'{xo)eandmsponsibﬂit,\'inCuven‘ng
this!




