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CATS...

CONTIRUED FROM PAGE 1A

professionals,” the society
said In 2 memo opposing the
Tegislation.

Under the bill, which eas-
ily passed the Democrat-led
Senate and Assembly, veleri-
narfans could still perform
the procedure for medical
reasons, such as infection
orinjury.

Veterinarian Michelle
Brownstein stopped per-
farming declawing opera-
tions 15 years ago al her
Rochester-area animal
hospital when she said she
became convinced the pro-
cedure leaves cals with
lifelong problems, Some

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Dr. Richard Goldstein, chief medical offlcer at the Animal Medical Center, checks on one of
fifs patients at the hospital’s clintc in New York in May 2016. When asked his feellng about
declawing cats, Goldsteln said that veterinarians don't like the procedure but it's better
than the alternatives of fotsing the cat In a shelter or putting it to death.

declawed cats exhibit behav- the preliminary vote was
ioral issues, she said, while 92-27. Buf some lawmak-
others struggle with chronic er$ spoke out against the
pain at the amputation site, measure, saying declawing
“The end result is a bar- should be kept legal for rare
barle pracedure that results cases in which cat scratches
in the mulitation of the ani- could pose 4 hazard Lo own-
mal," she said, “Frankly, if ers wilh weakened immune
you're worried about your systems or other medical
furniture, then you shouldn't issues.
be getting a cat.” Opponents also said they
Now, when a cat owner worried that more cats
asks about the procedure, might be given up for adop-
Brownstein said she dis- tion or euthanized because
cusses alternatives, such as their ownerS would no
routine nail care, seratching longer he able to get them
posts ar even tiny plastic declawed.
caps thal canbe placed over I don’L think govern-
a cat’s nails. ment should he involved. T
There was little vocal think we should leave it to
opposition in the Senate, the vets and the owners,”
which passed the bill 5012, said Sen. Robert Antonacei,
or in the Assembly, where R-Syracuse.

YA
JAMES KESSS/staff phaolographer

The fishing dock at Joseph Davis State Park in Lewlston Is closed to the public amid Lake

Ontario's high water level. The

Jolnt

Monday that lake

levels have now exceeded the record set in 2017,

LAKE...

COHTIHUED FROM PAGE A

... as well as fo nvest in our
eeonomy.”

Norris said he supports
Cuoma’s creation of the Lake
Ontario Resiliency and
Economic Development

Initiative commission, a substantial and smart
which the governor says will investment to protect prop-
develop a plan for “harden- erty along the lake’s south
ing” the lake’s shoreline shore,” Norris said. ‘T have
and “strengthening” the sgiven the gavernor and his
economies of lakeshore feam 4 Hist of recommended
communities. projects, sueh as building 2

“Further, I would like to
see both the state and fed-
ergl governments make

seawall in Oleott, that would
better protect New Yorkers
in the long-term.”

rights of chi}dre

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP)
— Tn a courtroom packed
‘with environmental activ- —
ists, federal judges wres-
tléd Tuesday with whether
climate change violates
the constttugional righis
of young people who have
sued the U.S. government
over the use of fossil fuels.

A Justice Department
attorney warned three
judges from the 0th U.S. E
Circuit Court of Appeals
that allowing the case
to go to trial would be
unprecedented and
apen the doors to mare
lawsuits.

earth-shattering conse-
quences,” Assistant Attor-
ney General Jeffrey Clark
said.

He called the Jawsuit “a representing the plaintiffs.
direct attack on the separa- hen our great-grand-
tion of powers” and said the children Jook back on the
21 young people who filed 21st cenlury, they will see
it want the courls Lo diveet thal governmeni-sanc-
U.S. energy policy, instead tioned climate destruetion
of gavernment officials. was the constitutional issue

The young people are of this century,” Qlson told
pressing the government to the judges.
stop promoting the use of The lawsuit asks the
fossil fuels, saying sources courts to declare federal
like coat and oil cause ¢li- energy policy that con-
mate change and viclate tributes to climate change
their Fifth Amendment unconstituiional, order
rights to life, liberty and the government to quickly
praperty. phase out carbon dioxide

The judges seemed fo emissions to a certain level
feel the enormity of the by 2100 and mandale a
case, which the plaintiffs’ national climate recovery
lawyer compared in scope plan.
tothe U.S, Supreme Court’s  The Obama and Trump
Brown v. Board of Educa- administrations have tried
tion ruling that mandated to get the case dismissed
descgregation of sehnols In since it was filed In Oregan
the 19508, in 2015.

If the case moves for- “IU’s just really disap-
ward, the judiciary would pointing to see the lengihs
be “dealing with different that they go to — to not
branches of government only not let us get the rem-
and telling them what to edy that we’re seeking,
do," said Judge Andrew buf not even let us have
Burwitz, instead of issuing the chance te prove our
court orders felling officials facts ov present our case
to stop doing something at trial,” said Nathan Bar-
deemed unconstitutional.  Ing, a 19-year-old fron: Fair-

The dire (hreal Lo banks, Alaska, who joined
people, particularly the thelawsuit whenhewasls.
young, demands such Baring said a social
action, said Julia Olson, media campaign in the
chief legal counsel for Our early days featured the
Children’s Trust, which is hashtag #KidsvsGov, which

Portiand, Ore.

Court weighs whether
climate change violates

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Kelsey Juliana, of Eugene, Ore., a tead pfaintiff who is part
“This case would have Of @ 1awsuit by 2 group of young people wha say U.S, energy

paiicies are causing climate change and hurting their future,
greets supporters outside a federal courthouse Tuesday in

was changed to #Youthvs-
Gov as they got older.

“J think eventually it’s
Just galng to have o be
#AdultsvsGov,” Baring
said, Jaughing.

As the case drags on, sea
ice that protects coastal
Alaska communities from
fierce storms is forming
Iater in the year, leaving
those villages vuinerable,
he said,

The young people argue
that government officials
have known for more than
5(t years that carbon poltu-
tion from fossil fisels causes
climate change and that
policies promoting ol and
gas deprive them of their
constitutional rights,

Lawyers for President
Donald Trump’s admin-
istration say the young
people didn’t find any
“historical basis for & fun-
damental right to a stable
climate system or any cther
constitutional 1ight related
to the environment.”

The lawsuit says the
‘young are more vulnerable
to serious effects from cli-
male change in ihe fulure,
The American Academy of
Pediatrics, 14 other health
organizations and nearly
80 scientists and doctors
agreed in 2 brief filed with
the appeals court.

2306 Lockport Olcott Road.

Preliminary Investigation
suggosts (hat Singleton lost
contro} of the vehicle on
Volkswagen Beetle trav- a eurve in the roadway,
eling north on Lockport crossed the center line and
Olcott Road at a high rate continued off road, through
of speed. The depity acti- a yard, striking a tree,
vated his emergency lights muitiple vehicles and the
and siren to get the vehicle garage at the residence.
topull over butit continued ~ The sheriff’s Accident
to speed along the roadway.  Investigation Tnit and 1den-

During the course of the (ification Unii were called
pursvil, the deputy said he to Lhe scene. Singleton was
lost sight of the vehicle and transported by Mevey Flight
a brief fime later found it toErie County Medical Cen-
wrecked in the front yard at ter for treatment.

CRASH...

CONTIHUED FROM PAGE 1A

The investigation is con-
tinuing and additional
charges may be levied,
pending a determination
whether Singleton was
intoxlcated at the time of
the crash. Chief Deputy
Michael Dunn said Single-
ton was injured encugh at
the scene to prevent that
inguiry. Dunn was uncer-
tain of the extent of Sin-
glefon’s injuries but said
Singleton suffered a head
laceration and was listed in
“serious condition” Tues-
day at ECMC.

LICENSE...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Party, Nick Langworthy of
Erie County, visited the state-
house Monday to criticize
the measure and to castigate
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and oth-
ers who support i

Langworthy said if the
legistation becomes law, “it
s going to make New York a
haven for people comingt here
illegatly”

The bill’s sponsors argue
that New York roads will
be safer If those now driv-
ing illegally could acquire
licenses and automobile
insurance, suggesting that
aption would decrease the
incentive far motarists who
cause crashes o flee the
scene of the accident.

Among the senators who
have signaled their oppost
tion to the measure are Jim
Seward, R-Milford, Betty Lit-
tie, R-Queensbury, and Reb
Ortt, R-North Tonawanda.

‘The proposal drew the sur-
prise endorsement last week
of the Business Council of
New York Siale, an advocacy
group that typically speaks
out against measures that
have the polential to increase

taxes.

Langworthy jabbed the
council as one of Cuomo's
“puppets,” and repeated a
dig landed recentiy by Ortt,
who called the arganiza-
tion the “Bustness As Usuat
Cauncil.”

Same clerks, among them

‘Niagara County's Joseph Jas-
trzemski, say that becavse
they are sworn to uphold the
U.8. Constitution {hey should
not be directed by lawmak-
ers toissue licenses, a secure
document, to people who are
in this country illegally. Jas-
trzemski has vawed his office
will refuse to process appli-

trmigrants to get lcenses.
Spitzer withdrew the pro-
posal after it was assailed
by many of his Fellow
Democrals.

Voters show more enthu-
stasm for the idea if the
question poinis out that no
license is issued unless the
applicant passes a road test

said Abdullah Younus, direc- A total of 12 states now
tor of political engagement allow immigrants to apply
for the New York Immigra- for licenses by using dacu-
tion Coaliflan. menis from ather nations,
“fi'his is aboul giving pev-  Langworlhy’s. Involve-
ple the ability to drive safely ment in the debate sug-
on the streels,” Younus said. gests the legisiation could
Also backing the legisia- become a wedge issue in
tion is 1198SEIU, a Jarge New York's 2020 legislative
healtheare workers union races, Langworthy acknowl-

cations from

and has identifi-

in New York edged that putting the Sen-

18 one of his highest priori-
ties. Lawmakers who favor
the measure “will be held
aceauntabie” hy voters, the
GOP bass said,

The legislative session 8
slated to conclude June 19.

Joe Mahoney covers the
New York Statehouse for
CNHI's newspapers and
websites. Reach him at jma-

immigrants. cation approved by the state, City, ate back under GOP coentral honey@cnlii.com .
Current law reguirves

Heense 0 fur-

nish their Social Securily

mmmbers hefore obtatning & PUBLICNOTICE

license.

The legistation, which
has advanced in both the
Assembly and Senate, would
allow applicants to state that
they have not been issved a
Social Security number and
provide other Ydentification
documents,

Langworthy, in response
to questions, conceded the
issue of trying to stop unli-
censed motorists from get-
ting behind the wheel is a
challenging one, but argned
stronger border security has
been needed for years.

A Siena Coliege poll
issued in March found that
61 percent of New York vol-
ers oppose the legislation.
Opposition was most intense
in the upstate regions, while
the strongest suppord for it
came in the New York City
metropolitan area.

Backers of the legistation
say support has grown since
former Gov. Eliot Spitzer
iriggered a slorm of con-
troversy in 2007 by push-
ing ta allow undocumented

PSCNo. 90~ Gas - Schedule for Gas Service

PSCNo, 87 Gas ~Schedule for Gas Service

PSC No, 88~ Gas - Schedule for Gas Transportation Service

PSCNo. 119 - Hlectricity - Schedule for Bectric Service

PSCNo. 120—Electricity - Schedule for Bectric Service

PSCNo. 121 - Electricity - Schedule for Electric Service (Street Lighting)

On May 201, 2019, New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) filed with the New York State Public
Service Commission (PSC} a plan with testimony, exhibits and proposed delivery rate changes to the

The PSC may approve,

ed tariff schedules for service,

The changes contalned In that fillng would increase annual dellvery revenues by approxitately $156.7
million (20.4% Dellvery/ 10.4% Total) from NYSEG's electric operations and by approximately $6.2 miliion
(3.0% Delivery/ 1.4% Total) from the company’s natural gas operations, to become effective April 2020.

modify ar reject any or all of the proposed tariff changes. The complete NYSEG
Lg ‘S { 04
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These cases are open and public. Individuals may provide comments directly to the Secretary of the PSC
or offer comments ata public statement hearing hosted by the PSC(R
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eference Case Nos, 19-5-0378, 13-
sted on the PSCwebsite,
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Falls man pleads to child porn charges

courTs: Randy Colucci
faces up to 20 years
in US. prison.

Randy Coluecd, a Niagara Falls man
convicled in {he dealh of his 22-month-
o0id daughter in 2010, pleaded guilty
Monday to possessing child pornog-
raphy involving a prepybescent minor,

Colucd's arrest follows two years of
plea negotiations and investigation.

Tn April 2017, a Homeland Secu-
ity agent, working undercaver, dis-
covered multiple videos and images
of child pornograpby being shared on
a peer-io-peer website. Investigators

G the IP address
to the files related to one utiiized by
Coluced, 34, and executed a search war-
rant on Colucci’s 22nd Street home the
following June.

Officers recovered a laptop and
hard drive containing images of
children younger than 10 years old,

including children being subjected to
viclent sexual assauits,

Colucet was arrested in April 2018
and freed on a $15,000 signature bond,
posted by his mother and sister.

Prosecuiors had been facing a dead-
line Lo ether indict Colucei or have
the charges against him dismissed.
In an earlier court filing the Federal
Public Defenders Office revealed that
“the government (had) provided an
approved plea agreement” for Coluecd,
but the office did not reveal the pro-
posed terms of the offer,

But after four adjournments te allow
public defenders to meet with Coluced
and review the evidence against him,
and the proposed plea agreement,
prosecutors moved to indict him.

Last week, Coluccl was indicted by a
federal grand jury in Buffale on mul-
tiple counts of receipt and possession
of child pornography. As a result of
his guilty plea, Colucci could face up
to 20 years in federal prison and up to

$250,0001n fines.

Colucel was paroled from Attica Cor~
rectional Facility in 2017, after serving
almost six year's of a three- to nine-year
sentence for the death of his davghter,
Carmen, Colueei was charged with see-
ond-degree murder and manslaughter,
and pleaded guilty in January 2011 fo
the latter charge.

Niagara Falls police were cailed to
a residence that Colucci shared with
his then-wife on March 31, 2010, after
Carmen was discovered with her head
lodged between a mattress and the top
of a portable playpen. She died a week
Tater from the Injuries she suffered.

Detectives said {heir investigation
showed that Carmen was “put in a
{portable playpen) with her 12-month-
old brother, with a twin mattress on
top of the playpen and a TV on top of
the matiress to keep the children from
gefting out.”

The Coluccis did not check on the
two young children for 17 hours.

Bloodhound gets credit for locatmg mlssmg woman

NIAGARA FALLS:
Police were led

to city residence
where woman was
found chained in
basement.

BY PHILIP GAMBINI
philipgambiniefockportjournalcom

NIAGARA FALLS —
Authorities were aided by
the pubhc, a loeal social

el and an
intrepid pet
bleodhound
in the hunt
for Michael
i Cigkiewie.
Michael ?"{"“St "
culminates

Ciskiewlc with the
capture of Ciskicwic by
the U.8. Marshals Service
on Monday night, Jess than
48 hours after authori-
ties say the suspect kid-
napped, raped and chained
a female neighbor in the
basement of his Monroe
Aventie Tesidence,

Ciskiewic, 25, was found
in the overgrowth of a
field al 24th Sireet and
Allen Avenve, Just off Buf
fale Avenue, about 7:30
. He is charged with
first-degree kidnapping,
first-degree burglary, first-
degree rape, second-degree
assault and second-degree
menacing.

According to reports, Cis-
kiewic pleaded not guilty
when he was arraigned
Tuesday in Niagara Falls
City Court. He is being
held without bail on the
charges.

Dominic Saraceno, Cis-
kiewic's attorney, said his
client was previousiy diag-
nosed with schizophrenia,
according ta WiVB-FV.

“T'he menial health com-
munity has left it up to
police and prison guards to
deal with people who suffer
from mental health,” Sara-
ceno said. “Quite frankly,
police officers and prison
guards aren’t equipped
to hielp people who sui-
fer from mental health
illness.”

Saraeenc would nol say
whether Ciskiewic was on
any medication at the time
of the incident.

The investigation began
after Niagara Falls Police
were called to the 3000
block of Monree Avenue
at 1 a.m. Sunday. over
what was helieved (o be
an assauit. A caller told
dispatchers that 2 man
was assaulting a' woman,
Police Superintendent
Thomas Licata said the
incident was witnessed by
a neighbor, who verbally
confronted the suspect.

The neighbor, who was
threatened by Ciskicwic,
refreated Lo his house and

media out- §

PHOTO BY ROBSHOTS

Heavily armed Niagara Falls pofice stood ready during
Sunday's incident on Monroe Avenire. A police negotiator was

day went on.

dialed 911, Licata said. By
the lime police arrived,
the victim and the suspect
were gone.

Left hehind was a splash
of blood. Floodlights were
sef up 4nd investigators
swabbed samples as evi-
dencee. The seene attracted
ke attention of res
in -person and on somal
meidia, Licata said.

Word got back to the
vietim’s family that ihe
activity was taking place
near their relative’s home,
in part due to the scene
being posted to The Action
Niagara Falls, a Facebook-
hased news outled oper-
aled by Samar Hamilion
that, typically responds to
emergency situations in
the region, according fo
Police Capt. Kelly Rizzo.

The victim's relatives
visited her residence and
found she was gone with-
out her phone and car keys,
Ticata satd. They sensed
something was wrong and
catled police,

Local authorities sub-
sequently reassembled at
the erime scene, discover-
ing periodic bloed spat-
ters stretching from the
small splash that was first
noticed to another nearby
alicyway, where the frail
appeared 1o end.
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brought in to try and speak with the kidnap suspect as the

Police presurned the vie-
tim and suspect could have
been picked up or ottierwise
left in a vehicle, Licata said,
but decided[to call in the

of &

PHOTO BY ROBSHOTS

A woman was transported to Erle County Medical Center on Sunday after she was found
chained [n the basement of a home on Monroe Avenue in Niagara Falis.

dog’s iorse, direefed the
hound’s attention to the

| residual blood and gave

the command, “Ready, go.”

“We were following little
tiny pin-pricks of blood,”
Booth said of the zig-zag-
ging gquarter-mile path
Flash sensed.

But where the trail visu-
ally ran oul for the cops
it conlinued vn for Lhe
hound. Booth said the dog

4| is sensitive to the scent of

deposited skin cells, which
ars invisible to the human
eye. The dog’s nose led him
about 100 feet from the last
visible spot of biood. Flash
pointed investigators to the
latehed fence of the hause
in which the vietim was
found.

“I'm glad (we) were able
{0 save the girl when we
did," Booth said, “Who
knows wh]at could have

helonging to 2 member of
the animal control unit and
crisis negotiations tearn.

Officer Donny Boolh
and his 2-year-old hound,
Flash, had loaned their
skills Lo smaller-stakes
investigations in the past
and jummped at the opportu-
nity to assist in the matter,
Baoth said Monday. The
dog is not an official mem-
ber of the foree, but is certi-
fied thraugh the American
Mantraiing, Police and
‘Work Dog Assoctation.

At the scene, Flash and
Booth went through their
normal prep. The hound
cleared his nose on a guick
walkabout. Booth attached
Flash’s harness lo the

Members of the Falls'
Emergency Response
Team assisted investiga-
Lors with cnlering Lhe
home where the woman
was found chained in the
basement. She was freed
from the chains and trans-
ported to Erie County Med-
ical Center for treatment.

She was released from
ECMC late Monday after-
noon and is staying with a
Telalive.

Licata sald he was
impressed with the
hound’s work.

“If (Flash) doesn’t do
another good piece of
police work in his life, he
still did something great
here,” he sald.

CONTRIBUTED

The vehicie that crashed into a tree at 326 Chapel St. on

April 18,

Driver in April
crash hit with
DWI charges

A city resident is faeing
drunken / drugged driving
charges in connection with
an April car erash on Cha-
pel Street.

On Monday, Ross A.

Provenzano lost control of
his vehicle at Chapel and
Mill streeis and shruck &
tree after his vehicle left
the roadway, Provenza-
no’s front-seat passenger,

, 21, 11 Day-
ton 8t., was charged with
first-degree driving while
intoxicaled, firsl-degree
operating a motor vehicle
while impaired by drugs,
reckless driving, driving
without a license, driving
at an imprudent speed and
failure to keep right.

According to Lock-
port Police Department,
on April 18 — his birth-
day -- an iatoxicated

»

woman, was
ejected from the vehicle,
She and Provenzano bath
were transporied o Brie
County Medical Center for
treatment of injuries.

LPD received the
results of chemical test-
ing of Provenzano’s blood
on Monday and levied
the charges. Provenzano
turned himself in at police
headquarters and was
released on vecognlzanee.

No help in Cataract
City shooting probe

POLICE: June 8 shootout info may be
referred to FBI’s Safe Streets Task Force.

BY PHILIP GAMBIN}
philipgambinigiockpartjouriat.com

NIAGARA FALLS —
Despite a complete lack
of cooperation from
witnesses and victims,
Niagara Falls Police
Department’s top official
says there are prelimi-
nary leads after Saturday
morning's gunfight out-
side a Niagara Street bar.

Palice Superintendent
‘Thomas Licata said infor-
mation on the matter will
likely be referred to.the
FBI’s Safe Streets Task
Foree, on which 4 Niagara
Falls Police deleclive is
deployed.

Two male vietims were
hit in the legs and a
female vietim was struck
in the stomach after what
Police Capt. Kelly Rizzo
said appeared to be a

shootout outside Players
Sparts Bar early on June
8. Rizzo described shoot-
ers “using parked cars for
cover” and firing multiple
rounds.

Rizzo said Tuesday that
fthere has been no furthey
caopetation from anyhody
involved in the call.

Licata said he is dis-
appointed by the lack
of assistance from the
public,

“There was lot of peo-
ple,” he said. “Some-
one had to have seen or
know samcone who was
inyolved.”

Individuals wilh infor-
mation about the shoot-
ing are asked to call the
main desk at Niagara Falls
Police Department, (716)
286-4711, or the anony-
mous tip line at (716)
286-4591.
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Royalton ZBA
meeting canceled

The June mecting of the
Rayalion Zoning Board of
Appeals, previously sched-
uled for June 24, has heen
canceled due to & lack of new
business, according to the
Royalton Town Clerk’s office.

MDA Boot' campaign
raised $8,300 in city

Members of the Loekporl,
firefighters union, IAFF
Local 893, raised $8,331 from
commumity members during
the recent, 65th annual MBA
Fill the Boot campaigr. The
money goes to the Muscular
Dystrophy Association on
behaf of children and adulis
with muscular ystrophy, ALS
and olher muscle-debitiialing
diseases, MDA helps fund
research and life-enhancing
programs from support

treatment of patients age 70
and older, confirmed Tuesday
that it will cease operations
effective Aug 15,

Kaletda Healll, which oper-
ates DeGrafy, did nat refurn
requests for comment on the
reason for the closure or the
numbers of affected emyploy-
ees and patients. & patient of
the center, Virginia Kempf,
wrote a letter to the editor
expressing her concern about.
he closure, She recetves pri-
mary heallh care services
there,

“I'have come to rely on them
time and again for 3 variety of
‘health concerns,” Kempf sald.
“1 am faced with the loss of
caregvers that provide qual-
ity geriatric-foctised support.”

Patlents of the center have
also expressed frustration
abaut tite closure en Facebaok.
One woman posled her con-
cern that “many seniors witll
‘have to {find) a new docor;" (o

MILESTONE

On behalf of Martin F. Jennings Post 836, Amerlcan Legfon, Commander Gary S, Pettit recelves a 100-year certificate of
recognition from Niagara County Clerk Joe Jastrzemski at Greenwood Veterans Memorial Park, in Wiison, on Memorial Day.
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David Bellavia receives hlghest military honor

BY KEVIN FREKING

Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON -- Presi-
dent Danald Trump on Tucs-
day awarded Lhe nation’s
highest military honor to an
Traq War veteran who took
on an insurgent stronghold
and allowed members of his
platoen to move to safety
during heavy fighting in
Fallujah

The president presented
the Medal of Honor ta for-
mer Army Staff Sgl David
G. Bellavia, of Lyndonville,
New York. He is the first
living Iraq War veteran to
receive the honor.

Bellavia was leading a
sguad in support of Opera-
tion Phantom Fury in Fal-
lujah in November 2004. The
‘White House said that. after
Betlavia belped his platoon
escape fire, he entered a
house and killed at least four
insurgents whe were firing
rocket-propeiled grenades.

Bellavia, wholeft the Army
in 2005, has been awarded

ASSOCIATED PRESS

the Silver Star, the Bronze President Donald Trump awards the Medal of Honor to Army Staff Sgt. Davld Bellavia in the East Room of the White House

Star and the New York State ©n Tuesday, for conspicuous gallantry while serving in support of Operation Phantam Fary in Fallujah, irag.

that led to Bellavia's recogni- 12 houses, and on the 10th soldiers.
During the ceremony, tion, Trump said his squad house, insurgents opened

"frump recounted Lhe sven{s was lasked wilh clearing fire, wounding multiple Trump said. “He provided entire squad al thexisk of his

Conspleuous Service Cross.

“David taok aver,”

suppressive fire, while his
men evacuated, rescuing his

own life. Only when his men
were all out did David exit
thehuilding. But the fighting
was far from over.”

Trump said Bellavia reen-
tered the building, killing
four and seriously wound-
ing a fifth.

“Bleeding and badly
wounded, David single-hand-
edly defeated the forces who
had attacked his unit and
would have killed them ali
had it not been for the brav-
ery of David," Trump said.

Bellavia ran for Congress
in 2012, losing to Rep. Chris
Collins in the Republican pri-
ary, and was talked about
as a potential successor to
Collins when Collins tempo-
rarily suspended his reelec-
tion campaign last summer
after being indicted on
insider trading charges. Bel-
tavia's name Is In play again
as Colling, whose trial is
pending, considers whether
torunin 2020,

‘This is the ninth Medat
of Honor that Trump has
presented. The honor goes
to members of the Armed
Forces who distinguish
themselves by gallantry
ahove and heyond the call of
duty.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

An inflatable Baby Trump balioon towers over protestors during a rally June 18 in Orfando,

Fia. A farge group was protesting against President Donald Trump near where Trump was
announcing his re-etectlon campaign,

‘Baby Trump’ blimp now a world traveler

BY KEVIN FREKING
AND MIKE SCHNE{DER
Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — He was
born in 4 London pub and
now his clones are floating
all over the U.S, — quite
Nterally.

President Donald frump
increasingly is being tailed
and trolled by an angry dia-
per-¢lad caricature armed
with a cell phone. He's Baby
‘Frump, the blimp who has
become synonymous with
resistance to the American
president.

'The origins story for Baby
Frump began ahead of ihe
president’s visit to London
last year when a group of
activists gathered at alocal
pub to brainstorm ideas for
a protest statement sure
to get under Trump’s skin.
They succeeded beyond their
wildest expectations, with a
20-foot blimp that flew near
Parliament during the pro-
Lests surrounding Tramp's
first visit to the United
Kingdom and made a retorn
appearance this summer
when the president came for
astate visit,

Their mission: exposing
Trump “for what he is — an
incredibly dangerous man-
child,” says organizer Kevin
Smilh,

Now, the Trump baby
(cloned multiples times over)
‘has become a world traveler
and samething of a celebrity
for opponents of the presi-
dent. He's also emerged as a
rallying point for some sup-
porters of the president, who
see the biimp as evidence of
just how over-the-fop the
opposition has hecome.

Baby Trump is booked for
an upcoming appearance
near the National Mall on
July 4, when the president is
due to spedk at an Indepen-
dence Day event. He went
west for the Los Angeles
women’s march in January;
he's heen Lo the TRS-Mex-
ieo border in support of
migrants; he made his way to
Orlando, Florida, last week to
protest the president’s 2020
campaign kickoff rally; and
he's something of a regular
outside Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
resort when the president
visits Palm Beach County.
The original (currenily in
a suitease In (he U.K) has
flown in Scotland, Ireland,
France and Argentina.

The orange bakioon depiet-
ing the president features
yellow hair, a snarling face
and outstretched arms,
one of them equipped with
4 cell phone for tweeting.
The White House, which
declined to comment on the
phenomenan, went out of
its way Lo keep Trump from
coming into contact with
the blimp during his visit to
the UK. earlier this month,
‘when Trump moved around
mostly by helicopter to avaid
protesters,

Many of the president’s
supporters dowt find the bal-
loon cven a bt fenny.

bvonne Miro, who watied
in a blocks-long line to hear
the president in Orlando last
week, called it disrespectfil,

“It should not be like
that,” Miro said, “You should
respect the president no mat-
ter what.”

Six U.S. clenes of Baby
Trump are now availahle for
shorl-ferm “adopiion” from
a reslslance group in New
Jersey that supplies them for
protests around the U.S.

The protesters who haul
them around say they do it
Dbecause the image supports
what they believe in — and
to take a poke at Trump,
according to Jim Girvan, of
Branchburg, N Tle fed a
Gol'undMe campaign Lo raise
money Lo bring the blimp
stateside that was 50 success-
ful — it raised $24,000 — that
activists were able to buy
six exact replicas of the one
that flew in London. The only
difference is a release valve
tirat was necessary to comply
with FAA regulations.

In Washinglan siate, a
group called the Backbone
Campaign also has a Baby
Trump that has flown ai
the border in suppert of
migranis and in California
and the Northwest.

“Utilizing humor and sat-
ire and spectacle is sirategic
in that 3t bolsters the spirit
of the folks who oiherwise
would feel demoralized,”
said Bill Moyer, the group's
executive director and
founder. “And in cerfain cir-
cles, it could instill doubt.”

Not with Trump supporter
Greg Sinadines, an employ-
ment benefils consuliant
from Tampa. He said he wel-
comed the himp in Orlando
becauseitrefleels “how crazy
they gel in the opposition.”

“It is “Trump derangement

syndrome’ at its best,” Sina-
dinos said.

The balloon, generally
known as “Trump Baby” in
England, has also spawned
'T-ghirts, stickers, mugs and
Halloween costumes, But
Smith, one of the London
arganizers, said the people
behind the development of
the blimp aren’t interested
it profiting off their design,

“People are using Trump
Baby as a means of trolling
Trump,” Smith said. “We're
good with that "

In New Jersey, Girvan's
group, Pecple’s Motorcades
Ine., allows applicants to
“adopt” a Baby T'rump for
protests and other events,
“Our Bables are lonely and
in need of gaod parents that
will show them off,” said the
group’s website,

Applicants pay for the
costs of permits, transporta-
tion and set-up, and it’s not
cheap,

Mark Offerman, “adoptive
parent” of the Baby 'lrump
in Florida, said it requires
about $1,500 worth of helium
to inflate it. Cald gir can be
used instead to cut costs, but
theimage may not be as dra-
matic as when Baby Trump
takes fiight.

SpaceX launches hefty rocket
Wlth 24 satellites, experiments

BY MARCIA DUNN
Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. — SpaceX launched
its heftiest rocket with 24
research satellites Tuesday,
a middle-of-the-night ride-
share featuring a deep space
atomic clock, solar sail, a
clean and green racket fucl
iestbed, and even human
ashes.

It was the third flight of a
Faleon Heavy rocket, but the
first ordered by the military.

'The Defense Depavtment
mission is expected to pro-
vide data to certify the Fal-
con Heavy — and reused
boosters — for future
national s ity taunches.
Ti marked (he mili{ary’s firsl
tide on a recycled rocket.

Both side boosters landed
back at Cape Canaveral
several minutes after lift-
off, just as they did after
launching in April, But the
new core hooster missed an
ocean platform, not unex-
pected for this espeelally
difficult mission, SpaceX
noted.

“It was a long shot,”
tweeted SpaceX founder
and chief execntive Elon
Musk.

SpaceX did manage for

the first time to catch the
fairing, ar nose cone, in g
giant net on an offshore
boat. The California-based
company is trying to recover
and reuse as many rocket
parts as possible — rather
than letting the pieces sink
in the acean — to drive
down launch costs.

NASA signed up for a
spol. on Lhis Falcon Tleavy,
along with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the Air
Force Research Labora-
tory, the Planetary Society
and Celestis Ine,, which
offers memaorial flights
into space.

An asironaut who flew
on NASA's first space
station back in the 19705,
Skylab’s Bili Pogue, had a
hit of his ashes on board,
along with more than 150
other deceased.people.
Pogue died {n 2014.

Musk said it was “our
toughest rocket launch
ever.” The satellites
needed Lo be placed in
three different orbits,
requiring muitiple upper-
stage engine firings. It
took several hours to
release them all,

The Deep Space Atomic
Clock by NASA's Jei
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Prapulsion Lahotatory is
a technelogy demo aimed
at self-flying spacecraft.
Barely the size of a toaster
oven, the clock is meant to
help spacecraft navigate
by themselves when far
from REarth. NASA also
was testing a clean and
green alternative to toxic
racket and satellite fuel.

The Planclary Society’s
LightSail erowd-funded
spacecraft will attempt
to become the first orbit-
ing spacecraft to be pro-
pelled solely by sunlight,
It will be released next
week from its temporary
perch on a spacecraft and
opened a week later.

“Our HLAghISalg is up
and on Hs way,” tweeted
Bill Nye, the society’s chief
executive officer,

It’s the soclety’s third
crack at solar sailing: The
first was lost in a Rus-
sian rocket faiture in 2005,
while the second had a
successtul test flight in
2015,

The Air Force Rescarch
Laboratory had space
weather experiments
aboard, while NOAA had
six small atmospheric
experimental satellites for
weather forecasting.
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