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New campaign finance re-
cords show Rep. Elise M. Ste-
fanik has again massively out-
raised her opposition in the 
race for the NY-21 House of 
Representatives seat. 

According to financial re-
cords released July 15, Rep. 
Stefanik, R-Schuylerville, 
took in $1,139,643 in indi-
vidual contributions alone 
in the quarter covering April 
1 to June 30, for a total of 
$1,246,920 in total contribu-
tions to her campaign. That 
marks a record for any north 
country congressional candi-
date’s campaign income in a 
non-election year. 

About $1,139,643 was do-
nated by more than 25,000 
individuals to Rep. Stefanik in 
the last quarter, with 10,000 
being first-time donors and 
an average donation of $29. 
Rep. Stefanik raised more than 
$850,000 in total from small-
dollar donors in the last quar-
ter. 

The 18 largest donors to the 
Stefanik campaign, who all 
have contributed $5,800 to the 
congresswoman’s re-election 
campaign since the end of 
last year’s election, are from 
various areas of the country 
including Lake George and 
Saranac Lake in NY-21, as well 
as Texas, South Carolina, Flor-
ida, Puerto Rico, Arizona and 
New Jersey. 

Overall, the Stefanik cam-
paign has brought in more 
than $2.8 million for her cam-
paign for re-election this cycle, 
and the campaign currently 
has $2,101,189 in cash avail-
able to spend, with no debts. 

In a statement from June 13 
announcing the preliminary 
totals, Rep. Stefanik said she is 
humbled and grateful for the 
small-dollar financial support 
she has seen in this election 
cycle.

“It’s clear that grassroots 
patriots across America are 
fired up, energized, and do-
nating in historic numbers,” 
she said. “We’ve already seen 
a record number of Republi-
can candidates step up to run 
this cycle, many of them GOP 
Women, and we are commit-
ted to helping get them elect-
ed. Momentum is on our side 
to take back the House and 

fire (Speaker of the House of 
Representatives) Nancy Pelosi 
once and for all.”

Alex DeGrasse, senior ad-
viser to Rep. Stefanik, said the 
congresswoman outraised her 
main opposition, Matthew F. 
Putorti, tenfold, and also out-
raised him just in small-dollar 
donations from voters inside 
the district.

Mr. Putorti is one of three 
candidates running for the 
Democratic nomination in the 
race. Last quarter, he brought 
in $213,128, all from individ-
ual contributions. Mr. Put-
orti announced his candidacy 
June 14, so his campaign was 
only taking in contributions 
for 16 days out of the quarter. 

In a statement sent July 1, 
after the last quarter ended, 
Mr. Putorti said he consid-
ers the total amount he raised 
to be a strong sign of success, 
and a sign that there is support 
for a different kind of politi-
cian than Rep. Stefanik.

“This outpouring of grass-
roots fundraising support is 
a reflection that her brand 
of politics is toxic and un-
wanted,” Mr. Putorti said. “I 
am so appreciative of every 
person who made a contribu-
tion, signed up to volunteer, 
or offered words of encour-
agement. Starting off strong 
allows us to build the kind 
of campaign that organizes 
across the district and has the 
resources to both amplify our 
message of the things we be-
lieve in and to hold Elise Ste-
fanik accountable.”

Mr. Putorti raised about 
$57,000 in small donations 
under $200, and $155,876 in 
larger donations. There were 
five people who gave $5,800 
total to Mr. Putorti’s cam-
paign, becoming his largest 
supporters. Four are residents 

of New York City and one is 
from Haverford, Pa., a suburb 
of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Putorti has $194,684 in 
cash available, and the cam-
paign reported it owes about 
$37,000 to ASP Media for the 
production of its initial cam-
paign ads. 

Lonny Koons, a Carthage 
resident who is running 
against Rep. Stefanik for the 
Republican nomination, said 
his campaign took in about 
$5,000 and spent about the 
same amount between April 
and June. Mr. Koons’ cam-
paign finance records were 
not available from the Federal 
Election Commission as of 
Tuesday, although he said he 
sent in the documents July 12. 

FEC officials said most em-
ployees of the commission are 
still working from home, and 
any campaign finance filings 
sent in on paper, rather than 
digitally, will likely not be pro-
cessed until next week.

Ezra Watson, Wilton resi-
dent who is running as a pro-
gressive challenger against 
Mr. Putorti for the Democratic 
nomination, also did not have 
campaign finance information 
readily available on the FEC 
website Tuesday. Mr. Watson 
said Tuesday that he has not 
yet raised $5,000, and did not 
need to file a report this month.

FEC guidelines state that a 
campaign committee must file 
a quarterly report if they have 
received or expect to receive at 
least $50,000 in contributions 
in that fiscal year. 

Mr. Watson said he intends 
to wait until Oct. 15, the next 
filing deadline, before sub-
mitting a campaign finance 
report, and will file regardless 
of how much money he has 
raised by that point. 

The third Democrat to an-
nounce their candidacy, 
North River resident and for-
mer U.S. national team speed-
skater Brigid “Bridie” Farrell, 
announced her campaign on 
Wednesday. Her first cam-
paign financial disclosure will 
likely come in October. 

As Rep. Stefanik’s campaign 
has raised significantly more 
money than her competitors, 
it has also spent much more. 
Rep. Stefanik’s campaign 
spent nearly $650,000. That in-
cludes typical campaign costs 

like postage, cellphone service, 
financial consulting work and 
political strategist consulting. 

The campaign spent about 
$8,000 for media monitoring 
services from American Ris-
ing Corporation, a Republican 
outfit that offers opposition 
research, rapid public rela-
tions response and other ser-
vices. It also spent $20,000 for 
the services of North Country 
Strategies, LLC, the political 
consulting agency owned and 
operated by Mr. DeGrasse. 

Rep. Stefanik’s campaign 
also made a number of con-
tributions to other political 
campaigns and the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee, which recruits 
and supports Republicans in 

races across the country. Her 
campaign transferred $1 mil-
lion to the NRCC, and donated 
$250 to the Essex County Re-
publican Committee. Jerry 
Carl for Congress, a congres-
sional campaign in Alabama, 
and the re-election campaign 
for Rep. Randy Weber, R-Tex-
as, both received $1,000. Liz 
Joy, a Republican running in 
NY-20; Tony Gonzales, who 
is running for office in Texas; 
and Derrick Van Orden, who 
is running in Wisconsin; all 
received $2,000 from Rep. Ste-
fanik’s campaign. 

Rep. Stefanik’s campaign 
also gave $500 to Peter Crum-
mey, a former town justice 
who is running for Colonie 
town supervisor. 

Mr. Putorti’s campaign 
made very few expenditures 
in the last cycle. The cam-
paign paid $10,000 to Blue-
print Interactive for online 
advertising, and its only other 
expenditure was $8,342.22 in 
credit card processing fees to 
ActBlue, the fundraising plat-
form where most of Mr. Put-
orti’s supporters donated.

Each candidate will be re-
quired to file another cam-
paign finance report in Oc-
tober, to cover the months of 
July, August and September. 
The candidates have just un-
der a year left before the pri-
mary elections in June 2022, 
when the two candidates to 
stand in the general election in 
November will be decided.

Stefanik easily outraising NY-21 rivals
 It’s clear that 

grassroots patriots 

across America are fired 

up, energized, and 

donating in historic 

numbers.”

ELISE M. STEFANIK

Congresswoman  
for NY-21 district

closure agreement was set 
to end, American officials 
should change the definition 
of essential travel to include 
vacation travel, tourism and 
patronizing businesses. That 
redefinition would only ap-
ply to people crossing into the 
U.S. from Canada.

“As Canada prepares to 
further open the border next 
month, the United States is 
failing to reciprocate, jeop-
ardizing an already tenuous 
recovery for thousands of 
businesses, families, and com-
munities across Upstate New 
York,” the senator said in a pre-
pared statement upon learn-
ing the U.S. was extending its 

border closure. “It is critical 
for the United States to level 
the playing field and create 
a uniform system, following 
the science and data, to safely 

— and finally — reopen the 
border for those vaccinated, 
and I will do everything in my 
power to ensure that happens 
as swiftly as possible.”

Border 
From A1

months now. 
Mr. Putorti responded 

to Ms. Farrell’s announce-
ment with a statement, say-
ing he looks forward to run-
ning against Ms. Farrell with 
a campaign that focuses on 
the issues integral to the north 
country, with the values im-
portant to NY-21 voters — ser-
vice, community, empathy 
and patriotism. 

“Unfortunately, Elise Ste-
fanik has betrayed those val-
ues in her fealty to a danger-
ous faction of the Republican 
party — a faction that puts lies 
above truth, personal political 
opportunism over the good of 
the people and tribalism over 
patriotism,” Mr. Putorti said. 
“I look forward to earning the 
Democratic nomination and 

offering a strong contrast to 
Elise Stefanik.”

In a statement sent after Ms. 
Farrell’s announcement, Rep. 
Stefanik’s campaign blasted 
her and the other Democratic 
candidates as “far-left” sup-
porters of President Joseph R. 
Biden, Speaker of the House 
Nancy P. Pelosi, D-Calif., and 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo. 

Alex DeGrasse, senior ad-
viser to Rep. Stefanik, said Ms. 
Farrell only recently registered 
to vote in the district. 

“Far-Left New York City 
Democrat Brigid ‘Birdie’ Far-
rell only registered in NY-21 
just weeks ago — even more 
recently than Far-Left NYC 
lawyer Matt Putorti,” he said. 
“Our campaign welcomes 
these radical candidates to the 
race and to the North Country! 
Team Elise will continue to 
make sure voters know there 
is a clear choice between real 
results for the North Country 

and yet another Far-Left New 
York City Democrat who will 
rubber-stamp the reckless 
policies of Joe Biden, Nancy 
Pelosi, and Andrew Cuomo.”

Voting records show Ms. 
Farrell was once registered to 
vote in Brooklyn, where she 
voted from 2008 to 2018. Her 
information was purged from 
the Kings County Board of Elec-
tions voter rolls in June 2019 
when she informed the county 
of a move. Most recently she 
voted in the 2020 presidential 
election from an address in 
Lexington, Greene County, just 
south of the Capitol District. 
She is currently registered to 
vote from her address in North 
River, Warren County. 

There is a little less than a 
year left before the primary 
elections in June 2022 that will 
decide which Democrat and 
Republican go onto the ballot 
for the November 2022 gen-
eral election.

Farrell 
From A1

July 4 JAM SESSION

July 11 PAT KANE Corning NY *

July 18 DILLON BLACK Watertown NY *

July 25 TBA *

*Fiddlers’ Kitchen open

Events are underwritten with public funds 

from the New York State Council on the Arts 

with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo 

and the New York State Legislature

North American Fiddlers 
Hall of Fame and Museum

1121 Comins Road Osceola NY

All events 2-5 pm




