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Bradley Young, 27, of
Rochester works in the
cancer unit of Strong Me-
morial Hospital and said it
was great to see both men
and women participating
in the fundraiser.

“Men are not the peo-
ple majorly affected by
breast cancer but people
in our families are so it’s
definitely important for
us to get out and show sup-
port as well,” he said.

Since the Pink Ribbon
Run and Walk was on
Mother’s Day, Kristin
Fiannaca, 46, of Greece
and her 12-year-old
daughter, Katie, decided
to run the race together
for the first time.

“It was wonderful to be
able to share this day with
my daughter and my
friends,” she said. “I just
felt really emotional when
I crossed that finish line.”

For both Cira and Fian-
naca today was the start
of a new Mother’s Day tra-
dition.

“I think this is wonder-
ful — I’ve never come to
the walk before but be-
lieve me I’ll probably
come every year now,”
said Cira. “Especially on
Mother’s Day, it’s per-
fect.”

NUPADHYE@Gannett.com

Twitter.com/NeetiU_DandC

$175,000 dollars, making
it the biggest and most
successful fundraiser to
date.

“Every single penny
that is raised for the
Breast Cancer Coalition
by the event stays right
here in your own commu-
nity,” said Holly Ander-
son, executive director of
BCCR. 

The local coalition will
put the money toward pro-
grams, support and edu-
cation for families affect-
ed by breast cancer, in ad-
dition to funding for
breast cancer research.

Karen Gilligan-Bell of Hilton waves to her family at the finish line during the Pink Ribbon 5K Run & Walk, which helped
raise money for the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester at Genesee Valley Park on Sunday. Organizers said the event
brought in more than $175,000 dollars, making it the biggest and most successful fundraiser to date. KRIS J. MURANTE STAFF
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Dan Heffernan of Pittsford shows his daughter, Sophie, 4,
the river during the Pink Ribbon 5K Run & Walk. Below, a
crowd at the finish line cheers on Sarah Loerch of
Rochester as she heads to the finish line in first place with
a time of 17:45.6. KRIS J. MURANTE STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

On Mother’s Day morn-
ing, Arlene Hanley re-
ceived an expected but
pleasant surprise: a single
red rose from three uni-
formed Boy Scouts — pre-
sented to her for the 55th
year in a row. 

“I’m thrilled to get the
roses,” Hanley said. “The
Tay House sort of adopted
me when (my son) Tom
started scouting.” 

As a tradition every
year, the Tay House Troop
19 Eagle Scouts deliver a
rose and card to each
mother of current and
past Tay members. 

All of Hanley’s chil-
dren — two sons and a
daughter —were scouts

growing up, two of whom
became scout leaders and
are still active at their re-

spective lodges. Hanley
was a den mother for the
Cub Scouts for years,

even earning the Silver
Fawn Award in 1974. 

“It’s been wonderful.
It’s a wonderful life,”
she said. “Both of my
boys thoroughly en-
joyed scouting.” 

The Tay House in
Rochester was founded
in 1919, as a part of the
Boy Scouts of America
organization. The Moth-
er’s Day rose tradition
started in 1932. 

“If (the other moth-
ers) feel like me, they’re
just completely elated,”
Hanley said. “They’re
just beaming from ear to
ear when those boys
come to their door with
roses on Mother’s Day.” 

DDAVIS11@DemocratandChronicle.com

Eagle Scouts carry on 
a Mother’s Day tradition 
Donyelle Davis
Staff writer 

Arlene Hanley receives her Mother's Day red rose from a
group of Scouts at her home in Rochester on Sunday.
JEFF WITHEROW

An online fundraiser
has begun for a 6-year-
old Rochester girl who
lost her mother in a
deadly crash on the
Thruway in Farmington.

Jim and Sue Delmege
have started the fund-
raiser to help pay for the
education of Alissa Joy
McDonald. Her mother,
Deborah McDonald, 31,
died after her vehicle
crossed the median Fri-
day and was struck by a
tractor trailer.

“Deborah was a de-
voted mother, and would
do anything for her
daughter,” according to
a message on the web-
site for the fundraiser.
“With her gone from this
earth, we want to help
her fulfill the hopes and
dreams she had for her
daughter.”

McDonald, an employ-
ee with Heritage Chris-
tian Services, was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene. Alissa was also in
the vehicle and treated
for minor injuries, police
said.

The driver of the trac-
tor trailer,was not injured
or charged.

For more information,
go to youcaring.com/tu-
ition-fundraiser/send-
alissa-to-college/176506.

Fundraiser will help girl
who lost mom in crash
Staff reports 

Alissa Joy McDonald, left,
and Deborah McDonald.
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