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Trump supportive of Ukraine’s

Francesca Chambers
and Zac Anderson
USA TODAY

UNITED NATIONS - President Don-
ald Trump offered an optimistic assess-
ment of Ukraine’s prospects after meet-
ing with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy at the United Nations,
saying he believes the country can re-
take all its territory from Russia after
previously asserting that territorial con-
cessions would be a necessity.

Trump claimed Ukraine “is in a posi-
tion to fight and WIN all of Ukraine back
in its original form.”

“With time, patience and the finan-
cial support of Europe and, in particular,
NATO, the original Borders from where
this War started, is very much an option.
Why not?” Trump said on social media,
adding that Russia looked weak after
“fighting aimlessly for 3% years.”

Trump said earlier that NATO coun-
tries should shoot down Russian air-
craft that violate their air space but said
U.S. involvement in a potential conflict
would depend on the circumstances.

The president’s about-face on
Ukraine’s ability to win the war and
support for NATO nations such as Po-
land that have had their airspace
breached came after a day of meetings
with U.S. allies during the United Na-
tions General Assembly gathering
Sept. 23.

Zelenskyy told Trump there was
“good news” on the battlefield and
thanked him for selling NATO weapons
that are being transferred to Ukraine.

On social media, Trump — who once
berated Zelenskyy in the Oval Office —
praised him as “a great man” who is
“putting up one hell of a fight.” After the
meeting, Trump jabbed at Russia as a
“paper tiger” and said on social media
that the United States would continue
to funnel weapons to Ukraine through

R o
A firefighter works on a building damaged during a Russian air strike in

Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Sept. 22. Russian President Vladimir Putin is seeking
full authority over four Ukrainian regions. REUTERS

NATO.

Trump’s comments about Ukraine
regaining its territory are a shift from
what he said in the run-up to a meeting
in Alaska last month with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Trump rolled
out the red carpet for the Russian leader
in the hopes the meeting could generate
a breakthrough in peace talks.

Putin is seeking full authority over
four Ukrainian regions — Luhansk, Do-
netsk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson — and
the Black Sea peninsula of Crimea,
which he annexed in 2014. His forces do
not currently control all the territory in
the regions.

In August, after he met with Putin,
Trump said Ukraine would have to en-
gage in some “swapping of territories.”
Zelenskyy has rejected any territorial
concessions.

The Aug.15 Alaska summit ended
without a deal. And since then, Putin
has continued to pound Ukraine, to
Trump’s frustration.

Before meeting with Zelenskyy,
Trump delivered a speech to the General
Assembly in which he threatened Rus-
sia with tariffs and urged European na-
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investments for programs serving chil-
dren, senior citizens, and people in
need:

e Southern Tier Kids on Track
(early childhood programs): $657,310
e School-Age Programs: $250,115

e Senior Support Network:

$454,742
e Basic Needs Network 329,464
e 2-1-1 Helpline & ty Vol-

unteer Programs: $61,3o.

In total, the United Way +.. .6
individual programs.

Gifts to the 2025 Communit
paign are now being accepted an
be made securely online using a credit
card or by mail: United Way of the
Southern Tier, 88 E. Tioga Ave., Ste.
102, Corning, NY 14830.
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Lindsay said.

“At EC, we are com-
mitted to putting stu-
dents first, engaging

data

public

tions to adopt stiff economic measures
to force an end to the war.

“In the event that Russia is not ready
to make a deal to end the war, then the
United States is fully prepared to im-
pose a very strong round of powerful
tariffs, which would stop the bloodshed,
Ibelieve, very quickly,” Trump said. “But
for those tariffs to be effective, Euro-
pean nations ... would have to join us in
adopting the exact same measures.”

Trump has said he’ll put tariffs on na-
tions that are purchasing Russian oil
and gas as soon as the European Union
and NATO allies fully cut Moscow off.
Those efforts have been hampered by
Slovakia, Hungary, and Turkey, which
are still heavily reliant on Russian oil.

European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen told reporters later,
during a meeting with Trump, that the
bloc would put sanctions on ports
where fossil fuels are coming from Rus-
sia. “We want to put tariffs on oil sup-
plies that are still coming to the Euro-
pean Union,” she said. “We want to get
rid of it.”

She said the EU has “to be faster”
than a deadline it set for 2027.

Trump said during his meeting with
Zelenskyy that NATO countries should
shoot down Russian aircraft that violate
their air space.

But when asked if the United States
would help the countries if they engage
Russian aircraft, Trump said it “de-
pends on the circumstance,” without
elaborating.

His comments came after Poland,
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prospects

Romania and Estonia recently reported
incursions by Russian aircraft over their
territories.

Poland reported shooting down mul-
tiple drones, while NATO Italian fighter
jets escorted three Russian MiG-31
fighter jets away from Estonian territory
and Romania scrambled fighter jets to
intercept a drone that eventually left the
country’s airspace.

The incursions have alarmed Euro-
pean officials, who have issued stern
warnings to Russia about further viola-
tions. The United Nations Security
Council held an emergency meeting
Sept. 22 at Estonia’s request, where offi-
cials warned Russia that it was risking a
confrontation with NATO.

“Our alliance is defensive, but be un-
der no illusion ... if we need to confront
planes that are operating in NATO air-
space without permission, then we will
do so,” British Foreign Secretary Yvette
Cooper said at the meeting, according to
CNN.

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk
said Sept. 22 that his country would
shoot down aircraft when there is a
clear incursion on the nation’s territory.

After Trump agreed that NATO na-
tions should shoot down the aircraft,
Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikor-
ski said in a post on X: “Roger that.”

Sikorski told USA TODAY in an inter-
view at the United Nations before
Trump’s comments that Poland sup-
ported Trump’s attempt to persuade Pu-
tin to end the war. But the approach isn’t
working, he said, pointing to the incur-
sions and Putin’s stepped-up attacks on
Kyiv.

“We hope that President Trump will
draw the conclusion that personal di-
plomacy unfortunately hasn’'t worked
and that he needs to change Putin’s cal-
culus by applying pressure on Russia
and by helping Ukraine,” Sikorski said.

Poland borders Ukraine, which was
invaded by Russia in 2022.

The confrontation between NATO
countries and Russia over the aircraft
incursions has the potential to escalate,
potentially drawing in the United
States.

Article 5 of the NATO treaty states
that an attack on one member nation
“shall be considered an attack against
them all.”

PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 25-E-0375, 25-G-0378, 25-E-0379,
25-G-0380 - NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION AND ROCHESTER GAS AND
ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR ELECTRIC AND GAS SERVICE

Public comment is invited concerning the proposed changes in the electric and gas
delivery rates and practices of New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E) (together, the Companies). In addition,
members of the public and parties to these proceedings are invited to comment on the
proposed closure of certain walk-in office locations operated by the Companies.

NYSEG and RG&E filed amendments to their electric and gas tariff schedules on June 30,
2025, proposing to increase their annual electric and gas delivery revenues for the 12-

and our Center for Aca-
demic and Professional
Excellence provides sup-
port services even after
our students graduate.”

Elmira College is
known for offering a
tight-knit community,

Lindsay said, boasting
an average class size of
14, with an 1I-to-1 stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio.
The college also focus-
es on affordability for
students from lower-in-
come families while add-
ing professionally fo-
cused academic pro-
grams in high-growth ca-
reer fields, officials said.
For instance, Elmira
College recently added
majors and minors in so-
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added, in the pregnant
person and the develop-
ing fetus and should
prompt a call or visit to
their provider to investi-
gate the source of the fe-
ver and treatment op-
tions.

Fever = management
decisions are best made
between a patient and
their obstetrician, mid-
wife or family physician,
state health officials not-
ed, adding Trump’s an-
nouncement “under-
mines decades of re-
search and guidance that
help inform physicians
and health care providers
on best standard of care.”

health, along with new
business administration
concentrations and mi-
nors such as digital mar-
keting and sports man-
agement, among others.

The approach helps
students minimize debt
while preparing them for
high-paying roles soon
after they graduate,

them, and inviting them
to become part of a vi-
brant community,” he
said. “We’re excited to
keep pushing  the
boundaries of academic
excellence and develop-
inginnovative programs
that help our students
find their place in the
world.”
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here for me. -
One touch of a button !
sends help fast, 24/7.
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For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

Plans start at just $20/month.

844-919-1682

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

When you donate your car, you'll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-888-476-2051
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month period ending April 30, 2027. NYSEG proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $464.4 million (an 18.4 percent increase in total revenues or
35.0 percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $93 million (a 22.1 percent increase in total revenues or 39.4 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). RG&E proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $220.2 million (a 19.8 percent increase in total revenues or 36.0
percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $72.9 million (a 17.1 percent increase in total revenues or 32.0 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). The actual bill impacts of these proposed changes on
any particular customer class will vary based upon revenue allocation and rate design.

As part of the Companies' rate filings, they propose to close the following walk-in offices:

e NYSEG's Auburn office located at 73 Wright Circle, Auburn, NY 13021

o NYSEG's Ithaca office located at 1387 Dryden Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

e NYSEG's Oneonta office located at 65 Country Club Road, Oneonta, NY 13820

¢ RG&E's Sodus office located at 14 State Street, Sodus, NY 14551

¢ RG&E's Rochester office located at 3 City Center, 180 South Clinton Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that public statement hearings will be held before Administrative Law Judges on:

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE:

TIME: 1:00 p.m. TIME:

LOCATION: Sodus Community Library LOCATION:
17 Maple Avenue
Sodus, NY 14551

Tuesday, October 7, 2025
1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE:
TIME: 6:00 p.m. TIME:

Wednesday, October 8, 2025
1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Cayuga Community College LOCATION: Ithaca Town Hall
197 Franklin Street 215 N. Tioga Street
Auburn, NY 13021 Ithaca, NY 14850
DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE: Thursday, October 16, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Rochester City Hall LOCATION: SUNY -Oneonta

Morris Conference Center
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820

City Council Chambers, Room 302-A
30 Church Street
Rochester, NY 14614

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings will be held as follows:

DATE: Tuesday, October 21,2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Registration is required for the virtual hearings.

A more comprehensive notice that contains further information, including how to register for a
virtual hearing, is available at https://dps.ny.gov/calendar, where you should click on the
“View DPS Calendar Listings” button, locate and click on the NYSEG and RG&E public statement
hearings scheduled on the dates indicated above, and click on the “READ THE NOTICE" button.

Persons with difficulty understanding or reading English are encouraged to call the
Department of Public Service (Department) at (800) 342-3377 or email
languageaccess@dps.ny.gov for free language help with this Notice. To request a translator
or sign language interpreter so you can participate at a specific public statement hearing,
please contact the Department at least 10 days before the hearing by calling (800) 342-3377 or
emailing your request to languageaccess@dps.ny.gov.

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has registered to speak has
been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit comments have been made.
I ——
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ASK HUMAN RESOURCES
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Conducting a job search while preparing for relocation does add complexity,
but with the right approach, you can successfully transition your career.

GETTY IMAGES

Transplant your
career into a
new location

Johnny C. Taylor Jr.
SPECIAL TO USA TODAY

Question: My spouse recently ac-
cepted a lucrative relocation oppor-
tunity. As we prepare to move in a
couple of months, I am looking to
transplant my career to a new loca-
tion. Do you have any advice for con-
ducting a job search in the new loca-
tion? - Sara

Answer: Congratulations on your
spouse’s exciting opportunity! Con-
ducting a job search while preparing for
relocation does add complexity, but
with the right approach, you can suc-
cessfully transition your career to your
new location.

e Start with your current employ-
er: Before looking elsewhere, explore
whether your current company offers
internal transfer opportunities or re-
mote work options. Many employers
have internal job boards, and some may
be willing to accommodate remote ar-
rangements.

e yourselfplenty of time: The earli-
er you start your search, the better your
chances of securing something before
the move. Begin researching your new
market immediately to understand the
employment landscape.

e Update your professional ma-
terials: Refresh your resume and con-
firm your references are available to
speak with potential employers. Make
sure your LinkedIn profile reflects your
upcoming relocation and willingness to
work in the new location.

e Leverage your network strategi-
cally: Reach out to personal and profes-
sional contacts to inquire about oppor-
tunities in your target area. Ask about
companies they know, local work pref-

erences and any industry insights spe-
cific to your new location.

e Cast a wide net geographically
and professionally: Target positions
within a reasonable comr uting dis-
tance, but also consider rer ‘e oppor-
tunities since many e. ow of-
fer flexible work arrange..

e Research industry 1.
Check with national and local tre
sociations in your field. The
maintain job boards and can pro
valuable information about employers
in your target region.

e Stay flexible and available: Be
prepared for both virtual and in-person
interviews. Some employers may still
require candidates to travel for final in-
terviews, so maintain flexibility in your
schedule and budget for travel.

e Consider temporary opportuni-
ties: Don’t overlook contract or tempor-
ary positions during your transition.
These can provide income, local net-
working opportunities and potentially
lead to permanent roles.

e Research your new market thor-
oughly: Learn about commuting op-
tions, major employers and industry
presence in your new area. This will
help you target your search effectively
and speak intelligently in interviews.

Stay organized, remain persistent
and keep an open mind about different
possibilities. Your proactive approach
to planning this transition puts youin a
strong position for success.

Johnny C. Taylor Jr. is president and
CEO of the Society for Human Resource
Management and author of “Reset: A
Leader’s Guide to Work in an Age of Up-
heaval.” The questions are submitted by
readers, and Taylor’s answers have
been edited for length and clarity.

Beginning January 1, 2026, the MVP
Medicare Secure Plus® with Part D, MVP
Medicare WellSelect® with Part D, MVP
Medicare WellSelect® Plus with Part D (PPO)
and MVP Medicare Patriot Plan® with Part D
Medicare Advantage plans will no longer be
offered by MVP Health Care® in your area.

If you are impacted by these changes or would like to explore
your Medicare plan options during the Annual Enrollment
Period, please contact an MVP Medicare Advisor.

1-800-324-3899 (TTY 711)

Representatives are available

Monday-Friday, 8 am-8 pm Eastern Time.

Y0051_0595_C
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Hiking
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trails. Throughout the hike, you can
see and hear a stream running through
a small gorge which is flanked by red
and orange trees. By mid-October, the
center will be a great place to see fall
foliage at its peak.

Wolfe Park - This local spot on Dor-
man Road in Binghamton has a lot to
offer. With about 3.5 miles of trails, an
abundance of wildlife and waterfall
views, this is the perfect spot if you're
looking to try something new.

IBM Glen - The Glen at 1250 Robin-
son Hill Road in Endicott has along and
important history. The land has had
multiple owners, but it eventually got
its current name in 1931 when IBM pur-
chased the site, built the IBM Country
Club and developed a carefully-built
trail with stone steps and bridges, ac-
cording to the Fred L. Waterman Con-
servation Center. While much of the
stone steps and bridges have crum-
bled, the hiking trails still offer beauti-
ful views, a small ravine with cliffs and
waterfalls as well as trails for all levels
of hiking.

Fall foliage hikes: NY parks worth
the drive

Watkins Glen State Park - This
Schuyler County park is another one
for those who hike for the beautiful fall
views. The glen, located at 1009 N
Franklin St. in Watkins Glen, is the
most well-known of the Finger Lakes
State Parks and there’s good reason for
it. In a 2-mile stretch, the glen’s stream
descends 400 feet past 200-foot cliffs,
generating 19 waterfalls along its
course, according to New York State
Parks and Recreation.

Letchworth State Park - This year,
Letchworth State Park, located in Liv-
ingston and Wyoming counties, was
named the best state park in the nation
in USA Today’s 10Best readers’ choice
poll. The park, which has been coined
the “Grand Canyon of the East,” boasts
66 miles of hiking trails that surround
the Genesee River as it travels through
the gorge over three major waterfalls be-
tween cliffs. Some of the waterfalls
reach 600 feet. At this high elevation,
hikers get to see far stretches of red and
orange trees.

e i

Sleeping Beauty Mountain offers a
stunning view of the Adirondacks for
fall leaf peeping.

JILLIAN MCCARTHY/PRESS & SUN-BULLETIN

Adirondack Park Mountains - If
you have a day to take a trip up north, fall
is one of the best times of the year to hike
in the Adirondack Park wilderness area.
For a day trip, the southern Adirondacks
in Warren County offer a variety of trails
for hikers of any experience level. For an
easy, family-friendly view, the Pinnacle
offers a short trip up for stunning fall fo-
liage views. For a more moderate hike,
the Sleeping Beauty Mountain hike in
the Town of Fort Ann offers a five-mile
round-trip path and a summit fit for leaf
peeping. Prospect Mountain, one of the
most popular hiking destinations in the
area, is a challenging 3-mile climb. The
trip, however, is worth it for the 100-mile
panoramic views of Lake George and the
Adirondacks at the summit.

John Boyd Thacher State Park -
Thacher Park, located in the Village of
Voorheesville, boasts 6 miles of lime-
stone cliff-face, rock-strewn slopes and
a panoramic view of the Hudson and
Mohawk valleys and the Adirondack
and Green mountains, according to
state Parks and Recreation. The historic
Indian Ladder Trail, a 2%-mile trek
through the park, takes you on a journey
with views of the Helderberg Moun-
tains, which are covered in red, orange
and yellow fall foliage by late September.

Salt Springs State Park - If you feel
like you've hit all of the spots in New
York, cross the border into Pennsylvania
and give this state park a try. Located on
Silver Creek and Salt Springs Road in
Montrose, Pennsylvania, Salt Springs is
a 405-acre park with trails great for hik-
ing, fishing, hunting and wildlife watch-
ing. The park has towering hemlock
trees, some estimated to be over 300
years old, as well as a rocky gorge cut by
Fall Brook Falls with its three waterfalls.

PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 25-E-0375, 25-G-0378, 25-E-0379,
25-G-0380 - NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION AND ROCHESTER GAS AND
ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR ELECTRIC AND GAS SERVICE

Public comment is invited concerning the proposed changes in the electric and gas
delivery rates and practices of New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E) (together, the Companies). In addition,
members of the public and parties to these proceedings are invited to comment on the
proposed closure of certain walk-in office locations operated by the Companies.

NYSEG and RG&E filed amendments to their electric and gas tariff schedules on June 30,
2025, proposing to increase their annual electric and gas delivery revenues for the 12-
month period ending April 30, 2027. NYSEG proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $464.4 million (an 18.4 percent increase in total revenues or
35.0 percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $93 million (a 22.1 percent increase in total revenues or 39.4 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). RG&E proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $220.2 million (a 19.8 percent increase in total revenues or 36.0
percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $72.9 million (a 17.1 percent increase in total revenues or 32.0 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). The actual bill impacts of these proposed changes on
any particular customer class will vary based upon revenue allocation and rate design.

As part of the Companies’ rate filings, they propose to close the following walk-in offices:

e NYSEG's Auburn office located at 73 Wright Circle, Auburn, NY 13021

e NYSEG's Ithaca office located at 1387 Dryden Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

e NYSEG's Oneonta office located at 65 Country Club Road, Oneonta, NY 13820

¢ RG&E's Sodus office located at 14 State Street, Sodus, NY 14551

¢ RG&E's Rochester office located at 3 City Center, 180 South Clinton Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that public statement hearings will be held before Administrative Law Judges on:

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Sodus Community Library
17 Maple Avenue
Sodus, NY 14551

DATE: Tuesday, October 7, 2025

TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Binghamton City Hall
38 Hawley Street

Binghamton, NY 13901

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025
TIME: 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Cayuga Community College
197 Franklin Street
Auburn, NY 13021

DATE: Wednesday, October 8, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Ithaca Town Hall

215 N. Tioga Street

Ithaca, NY 14850

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025

TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Rochester City Hall
City Council Chambers, Room 302-A
30 Church Street
Rochester, NY 14614

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings will be held as follows:

DATE: Thursday, October 16, 2025

TIME: 1:00 p.m.

LOCATION: SUNY -Oneonta
Morris Conference Center
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820

DATE:

Tuesday, October 21,2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Registration is required for the virtual hearings.

A more comprehensive notice that contains further information, including how to register for a
virtual hearing, is available at https://dps.ny.gov/calendar, where you should click on the

“View DPS Calendar Listings” button, locate and click on the NYSEG and RG&E public statement
hearings scheduled on the dates indicated above, and click on the “READ THE NOTICE" button.

Persons with difficulty understanding or reading English are encouraged to call the
Department of Public Service (Department) at (800) 342-3377 or email
languageaccess@dps.ny.gov for free language help with this Notice. To request a translator
or sign language interpreter so you can participate at a specific public statement hearing,
please contact the Department at least 10 days before the hearing by calling (800) 342-3377 or
emailing your request to languageaccess@dps.ny.gov.

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has registered to speak has
been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit comments have been made.
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Mayor leaves race while
Mamdani leads Cuomo

Kathryn Palmer
USA TODAY

New York City Mayor Eric Adams’
Sept. 28 announcement that he is drop-
ping his bid for reelection raised hopes
among conservatives that Democratic
nominee Zohran Mamdani, a socialist
state Assembly member, can be
stopped by former New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, who is running as an in-
dependent after losing the Democratic
primary to Mamdani.

Adams, a centrist Democrat like Cu-
omo, was also making an independent
bid after a federal indictment on cor-
ruption charges that were dropped by
the Justice Department after President
Donald Trump took office.

But it remains unlikely that Cuomo
can surmount Mamdani’s commanding
lead in recent polls if Republican nomi-
nee Curtis Sliwa remains in the race.

Basel Smikle, a professor at Colum-
bia University and former director of
the New York state Democratic Party,
said Adams’ decision to leave the race a
little under four weeks before early vot-
ing begins makes it harder for Cuomo to
use the narrowed field to his advantage.
In fact, Adams’ name will still appear on
the ballot as it’s too late to be removed.

Smikle pointed to Mamdani’s June
primary upset, consistently high polling
and, more recently, a wave of high-pro-
file endorsements such as former Vice
President Kamala Harris, New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul and leading community
organizations. The top two Democrats
in Congress, both from New York City -
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries
and Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer - have not endorsed.

“I think the overall narrative is going
to stay the same,” he said. “You have a
young candidate in Zohran (Mamdani)
who has energized the race, versus (Cu-
omo) as a more establishment candi-
date.”

Adams has trailed the two front-run-
ners in polling for months, while Sliwa —
already at a disadvantage in a famously
blue city — has yet to net competitive
figures.

Now with Adams gone from the race,
his vote share could fall to Cuomo.

But Adams’ support is smaller than
Mamdani’s lead. In the three most re-
cent major polls released within the
past two weeks, Mamdani has held
double-digit leads over Cuomo, ranging
from 21 to 18 percentage points ahead.
The polls showed Adams with a 7-9%
support and Sliwa with a wider range
between the three surveys, with 9%, 11%
and 17%.

In Quinnipiac University’s early Sep-
tember survey of likely voters, pollsters
ran the numbers of a hypothetical
three-way race should Adams step out
of the running. They found Cuomo
would net the biggest boon, with a 6-
point boost, while Mamdani would get 1
point and Sliwa’s percentage of support
would remain the same. That would
leave Mamdani with 46% support
among likely voters, Cuomo with 30%
of support and Sliwa at 17%.

A Sept. 9 New York Times poll and
analysis estimated a similar outcome,
with Adams supporters likely to throw
their weight behind Cuomo. The analy-
sis modeled a prospective two-way race
between Cuomo and Mamdani, should
Sliwa drop out - which the Republican
candidate has not signaled since Ad-
ams’ announcement. That two-way

CORRECTION:
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What Adams’ absence means in NYC

New York City Mayor Eric Adams, left, dropped out of the mayoral race but his name cannot be removed from ballots at

this point. JEENAH MOON/REUTERS

model showed a highly competitive
race, with 48% supporting Mamdani
and 44% supporting Cuomo.

Adams has not endorsed Cuomo

On Sept. 5, news outlets reported
the Trump administration was con-
sidering Adams to serve as ambassa-
dor to Saudi Arabia. Adams initially
said he hadn’t received a formal offer
and had always wanted to be New York
City’s mayor, before declaring his de-
cision to leave the race on ¢ >pt. 28ina

nearly 9-minute-long vid  address
posted to X.
“Who would havetho._ kid

from South Jamaica, Queen..
up with learning disabilities,
one day become the mayor
greatest city in the world,” Adams s
in the address, sitting beside a picture
of his late mother.

Adams touted his administration’s
policies on housing, crime, education
and social services, before blaming
the media and an independent city
agency that administers the city’s
campaign finance system, for “under-
mining” his campaign. He also
claimed he was “wrongfully charged
because I fought for this city,” refer-
encing now-dismissed federal charges
in 2024 that accused the mayor of ac-
cepting free travel and political dona-
tions from Turkish officials to take ac-
tions that benefited their country.

Notably, Trump hasn’t backed fel-
low Republican Sliwa, founder of the
Guardian Angels anti-crime patrol
group.

A 65-year-old Democratic mayor
elected in 2021, Adams had been fac-
ing calls to drop out of the race for
months, with his administration
plagued by resignations and corrup-
tion allegations.

The race’s three remaining candi-
dates were quick to release state-
ments reacting to Adams’ news on
Sept. 28.

Mamdani, whose campaign has fo-
cused on the high cost of living in the

Beginning January 1, 2026, the MVP Medicare
WellSelect® with Part D, MVP WellSelect® Plus with
Part D, and MVP Medicare Patriot Plan® with Part D
Medicare Advantage plans will no longer be offered by
MVP Health Care®in your area. A previous notice ranin
error stating that the MVP Medicare Secure Plus® with
Part D plan would no longer be offered. That plan will
continue to be offered by MVP in your area in 2026.

If you are impacted by these changes or would like to explore
your Medicare plan options during the Annual Enrollment
Period, please contact an MVP Medicare Advisor.

1-800-324-3899 (TTY 711)

Representatives are available

Monday-Friday, 8 am-8 pm Eastern Time.

Y0051_0769_C

city, released a video statement slam-
ming the mayor’s record.

“A city that was already hard has be-
come nearly impossible for those who
call it home,” he said, referring to Ad-
ams’ tenure. “But a new day is coming.
Over the past year, tens of thousands of
you have built the biggest grassroots
campaign our city has ever seen. You
have knocked on millions of doors, all to
make the city affordable. In just over
five weeks, we will turn the page on the
politics of big money and small ideas
and deliver a government every New
Yorker can be proud of”

Daniel Kurzyna, a spokesperson for
Sliwa’s campaign, didn't mention Ad-
ams at all in response to the news, in-
stead focusing squarely on the race’s

front-runner, Mamdani.

“Curtis Sliwa is the only candidate
who can defeat Mamdani,” Kurzyna
said. “Our team, our resources, and our
funding are unmatched. Most impor-
tantly, we have the best solutions to
help working people afford to stay in
New York City and feel safe.”

In a statement, Cuomo struck a dif-
ferent tone, saying he believes Adams
was “putting the well-being of New York
City ahead of personal ambition” in
dropping out. Cuomo also referred to
unnamed “destructive extremist forces”
he says could devastate New York City,
adding that it is “not too late to stop
them” but did not go into further detail.

Contributing: Eduardo Cuevas, USA
TODAY

PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 25-E-0375, 25-G-0378, 25-E-0379,
25-G-0380 - NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION AND ROCHESTER GAS AND
ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR ELECTRIC AND GAS SERVICE

Public comment is invited concerning the proposed changes in the electric and gas
delivery rates and practices of New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E) (together, the Companies). In addition,
members of the public and parties to these proceedings are invited to comment on the
proposed closure of certain walk-in office locations operated by the Companies.

NYSEG and RG&E filed amendments to their electric and gas tariff schedules on June 30,
2025, proposing to increase their annual electric and gas delivery revenues for the 12-
month period ending April 30, 2027. NYSEG proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $464.4 million (an 18.4 percent increase in total revenues or
35.0 percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $93 million (a 22.1 percent increase in total revenues or 39.4 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). RG&E proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $220.2 million (a 19.8 percent increase in total revenues or 36.0
percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $72.9 million (a 17.1 percent increase in total revenues or 32.0 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). The actual bill impacts of these proposed changes on
any particular customer class will vary based upon revenue allocation and rate design.

As part of the Companies’ rate filings, they propose to close the following walk-in offices:

e NYSEG's Auburn office located at 73 Wright Circle, Auburn, NY 13021

e NYSEG's Ithaca office located at 1387 Dryden Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

e NYSEG's Oneonta office located at 65 Country Club Road, Oneonta, NY 13820

¢ RG&E's Sodus office located at 14 State Street, Sodus, NY 14551

¢ RG&E's Rochester office located at 3 City Center, 180 South Clinton Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that public statement hearings will be held before Administrative Law Judges on:

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Sodus Community Library

17 Maple Avenue
Sodus, NY 14551

DATE: Tuesday, October 7, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Binghamton City Hall
38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025
TIME: 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Cayuga Community College

197 Franklin Street
Auburn, NY 13021

DATE: Wednesday, October 8, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Ithaca Town Hall

215 N. Tioga Street
Ithaca, NY 14850

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Rochester City Hall

City Council Chambers, Room 302-A
30 Church Street
Rochester, NY 14614

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings will be held as follows:

DATE: Thursday, October 16, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: SUNY -Oneonta

Morris Conference Center
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820

DATE: Tuesday, October 21,2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Registration is required for the virtual hearings.

A more comprehensive notice that contains further information, including how to register for a
virtual hearing, is available at https://dps.ny.gov/calendar, where you should click on the

“View DPS Calendar Listings” button, locate and click on the NYSEG and RG&E public statement
hearings scheduled on the dates indicated above, and click on the “READ THE NOTICE" button.

Persons with difficulty understanding or reading English are encouraged to call the
Department of Public Service (Department) at (800) 342-3377 or email
languageaccess@dps.ny.gov for free language help with this Notice. To request a translator
or sign language interpreter so you can participate at a specific public statement hearing,
please contact the Department at least 10 days before the hearing by calling (800) 342-3377 or
emailing your request to languageaccess@dps.ny.gov.

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has registered to speak has
been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit comments have been made.
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New York gas prices slightly
declined from last week

USA TODAY NETWORK

State gas prices slightly declined for
the second consecutive week and
reached an average of $3.10 per gallon
of regular fuel on Monday, down from
last week’s price of $3.13 per gallon, ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration.

The average fuel price in state is
about the same price as a month earlier.
According to the EIA, gas prices across
the state in the last year have been as
low as $3.00 on March 17, 2025, and as
high as $3.16 on Sep. 15, 2025.

A year ago, the average gas price in
New York was 1% higher at $3.13 per
gallon.

The average gas price in the United
States last week was $3.12, making
prices in the state about 0.5% lower
than the nation’s average. The average
national gas price is lower than last
week’s average of $3.17 per gallon.

The USA TODAY Network is publish-
ing localized versions of this story on its
news sites across the country, generat-
ed with data from the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration. This story
was written by Ozge Terzioglu.
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The former Lagonegro school b

uilding in Elmira is now the Workforce,

Education and Community Engagement Center.

JIM HARE/SPECIAL TO THE STAR-GAZETTE

How these former Elmira
schools got their names

Jim Hare
Special to the Star-Gazette

In June 1956, the Elmira School
Board of Education renamed three
public schools in honor of prominent
residents. School No. 8 was renamed
after Harry J. Lagonegro, School No. 9
after Edward D. Hardy and School No. 11
after Harry N. Hoffman.

Hardy’s honor was singular because
it was the first time that an Elmira
school had been named for a living per-
son.

“When informed of the school
board’s action ... Hardy (age 84) could
not quite believe it. He was touched by
the announcement and told a newspa-
perman, 'T'll believe it when I see it in
the paper tomorrow." (Star Gazette
June 30, 1956)

School No. 8 had opened in 1894, No.
9 in 1896 and No. 11 in 1897. In 1898 the
Elmira School Superintendent, E. J.
Beardsly, reported: “Population of city
July 31,1897 (estimated) 43,000; school
population (5 to 18 years) ... estimated
7,700; total net enrollment in public
schools of pupils between 5 and 18
years of age 5,626 ... average daily at-
tendance 4,620; number of school
buildings 11 ... number of pupils in at-
tendance at high school 375; expendi-
tures for all school purposes Septem-
ber 1, 1896 to September 1, 1897
$157,640.73.” (Daily Gazette and Free
Press, Sept. 28, 1898)

School No. 8 was built in1893 on the
site of an old Primary School at the cor-
ner of Madison Avenue and Second
Street, which had been built in 1878.
The new school was considered “one of
the most shapely and convenient of
school buildings.” There were six
grades at the opening in 1894 and with-
in two years it was a full eight-grade
grammar school with 16 teachers.

The first school principal, William H.
Benedict, often boasted of all the dif-
ferent nationalities and races gathered
there. “It was the most cosmopolitan
group of the city” It was also very
strictly run. “Children formed lines out-
side the building and marched in to the
strains of martial music of piano and
drum ... no pupil must be out of step.
The strap was never on display, but
when occasion demanded, it was not
spared.” ("A Century of Public Educa-
tion in Elmira: 1845-1945")

Harry J. Lagonegro (1891-1952), after
whom No. 8 was renamed, was born in
Italy. His father had come to America
looking for work. According to the Star
Gazette (April 2,1944) “The long await-
ed letter from America kindled a fever
of excitement in the Lagonegro home at
Potenza on that typically-Italian fall
day in 1891. ‘It’s from Guillo’ exclaimed
Senora Lagonegro. ‘He has a fine job
and wants us to come to him right
away. She ran to a crib where lay a
small child; picked him up and hugged

him. ‘Ernesto, it’s come .. the letter
from your good fathe ™~ oing to
America.”

As Ernesto grew older ... ad

dancers” who worked with his
on the railroad gave him an
nickname that sounded a great
like the Cockney ‘arry. It stuck and
from then on he was Ernesto no longer
but Harry Lagonegro. (Star Gazette,
April 2,1944)

Harry’s father became a naturalized
citizen in 1895. Harry was the oldest of
eight children. He worked hard. “When
he was 13, with capital borrowed from
his father, he bought a cigar store from
Thomas F. Connelly,” at the corner of
Lake and Market Streets, opening the
Lagonegro Cigar Store in 1904. (Star
Gazette, Sept. 6, 1952)

It was at Lagonegro’s store that the
Arctic League, Elmira’s unique Christ-
mas-sharing plan for the needy, was
born in 1912. Harry served as treasurer
and president over the years. When Ed-
ward J. Dunn rescued baseball in Elmi-
ra, Lagonegro became treasurer of the
Dunn Field Corporation which was or-
ganized to handle the property as a
community enterprise. He was active
in the Elks, Rotary and Knights of Co-
lumbus.

He served on the executive commit-
tee of the Chemung County Chapter of
the American Red Cross, was a member
and former vice president of the Elmira
of the Boy Scouts of America, treasurer
of the Chemung County United Ser-
vices Organization (USO) and the first
president of the Chemung County
Committee on Infantile Paralysis.

From the beginning of World War II
Harry was involved with the Selective
Service, eventually serving as chair-
man of the Chemung County Draft
Board. As a devoted Catholic and a lay
leader, in 1946 he conceived a program
of compiling the history of the Catholic
Church in Elmira and Chemung Coun-
ty. (Star Gazette, Sept. 6,1952)

Harry J. Lagonegro died unexpect-
edly in September of 1952.

Of the three schools renamed, only
the Lagonegro building remains stand-
ing. Since its closing the building has
had a number of owners. In1975 the El-
mira City School District sold the Harry
J. Lagonegro School to United Commu-
nity Services of Chemung County for
use as a multi-services center. The
Equal Opportunity Program (EOP) pur-
chased it in 2001. EOP sold the building
to the city in 2003 which then sold it to
the Chemung County Industrial Devel-
opment Agency (IDA) in 2006.

Corning Community College bought
the building in 2008 from the IDA. To-
day it is the Workforce, Education and
Community Engagement Center, pro-
viding a number of services.

To be continued.

— Jim Hare writes a monthly history
column.
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Beer companies responding
to Americans drinking less

Bailey Schulz
USA TODAY

With Americans saying “no” to alco-
hol more often, brewers are getting cre-
ative.

A recent survey from Gallup found
54% of U.S. adults say they consume
alcohol, a record low, amid growing
health concerns surrounding alcohol
consumption. That’s opened space for
alternatives like nonalcoholic beer to
grow, according to Dave Williams, vice
president of analytics and insight for
Bump Williams Consulting, a Connect-
icut firm that specializes in the alcohol-
ic beverage industry.

Companies are “putting more em-
phasis and focus on stabilizing or try-
ing to revive their flagship or their core
brands,” Williams said. “At the same
time, they are looking toward the future
to where consumer habits are shifting.
You’ve seen it with nonalcoholic exten-
sions. There’s now a nonalcoholic ver-
sion of almost every leading beer
brand.”

A recent U.S. surgeon general advi-
sory that warned even moderate alco-
hol consumption is linked to increased
cancer risks has some Americans ques-
tioning their drinking habits.

Just over half of drinking-age Amer-
icans say they’'ve heard of these find-
ings, according to a March report from
Pew Research. Forty-one percent of
those drinkers say they plan to cut back
on drinking a little (30%) or a lot (11%).

The findings came at a time when
the beer category was already losing
business to alternatives like hard selt-
zers, according to Marten Lodewijks,
president of beverage industry analysis
firm IWSR U.S.

Industry experts say economic chal-
lenges have also contributed to the re-
cent slump.

Nearly one-third of U.S. consumers
intend to spend less on alcoholic bever-
ages over the next three months, ac-
cording to an August report from
McKinsey & Company. Fifty-seven per-
cent plan to keep their spending in the
category static while 14% plan to spend
more.

IWSR data indicates this is especial-
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Heineken, which launched the
nonalcoholic Heineken 0.0 in the U.S.
in 2019, is testing Heineken 0.0
Ultimate - a new offering advertised
as having zero alcohol, zero calories
and zero sugar. PROVIDED BY HEINEKEN USA

ly true among younger drinkers. While
the participation rate for alcoholic con-
sumption has picked up among Gen
Zers of legal drinking age, jumping
from 46% in 2023 to 70% in 2025, Lo-
dewijks said younger Americans tend
to drink less often than previous gener-
ations.

While beer is still the most popular
alcoholic drink among Americans,
evolving trends have brewers experi-
menting with new products.

Heineken, which launched the non-
alcoholic Heineken 0.0 in the U.S. in
2019, is testing Heineken 0.0 Ultimate —
anew offering advertised as having ze-
ro alcohol, zero calories and zero sugar.

After initial testing in Massachu-
setts and New Jersey, the brand will en-
ter double-digit states in 2026, accord-
ing to Maggie Timoney, CEO of Heine-
ken USA. Heineken 0.0 in particular
has seen double-digit growth over the
last few years, and Timoney expects
similar growth across the nonalcoholic
beer segment in the near term.

“People are looking for more healthy
options. It’s not that they’re not drink-
ing, but they’re changing the way they
drink,” Timoney told USA TODAY. “So
we just have to make sure that we are
true to our brands that we’re offering -
our, in particular, premium offerings —
and then we continue to invest behind
those brands.”

PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 25-E-0375, 25-G-0378, 25-E-0379,
25-G-0380 - NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION AND ROCHESTER GAS AND
ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR ELECTRIC AND GAS SERVICE

Public comment is invited concerning the proposed changes in the electric and gas
delivery rates and practices of New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E) (together, the Companies). In addition,
members of the public and parties to these proceedings are invited to comment on the
proposed closure of certain walk-in office locations operated by the Companies.

NYSEG and RG&E filed amendments to their electric and gas tariff schedules on June 30,
2025, proposing to increase their annual electric and gas delivery revenues for the 12-
month period ending April 30, 2027. NYSEG proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $464.4 million (an 18.4 percent increase in total revenues or
35.0 percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $93 million (a 22.1 percent increase in total revenues or 39.4 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). RG&E proposes to increase its electric delivery
revenues by approximately $220.2 million (a 19.8 percent increase in total revenues or 36.0
percent increase in base delivery revenues), and its natural gas delivery revenues by
approximately $72.9 million (a 17.1 percent increase in total revenues or 32.0 percent
increase in base delivery revenues). The actual bill impacts of these proposed changes on
any particular customer class will vary based upon revenue allocation and rate design.

As part of the Companies' rate filings, they propose to close the following walk-in offices:

e NYSEG's Auburn office located at 73 Wright Circle, Auburn, NY 13021

e NYSEG's Ithaca office located at 1387 Dryden Road, Ithaca, NY 14850

e NYSEG's Oneonta office located at 65 Country Club Road, Oneonta, NY 13820

¢ RG&E's Sodus office located at 14 State Street, Sodus, NY 14551

¢ RG&E's Rochester office located at 3 City Center, 180 South Clinton Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that public statement hearings will be held before Administrative Law Judges on:

DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE: Tuesday, October 7, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Sodus Community Library LOCATION: Binghamton City Hall

17 Maple Avenue 38 Hawley Street

Sodus, NY 14551 Binghamton, NY 13901
DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE: Wednesday, October 8, 2025
TIME: 6:00 p.m. TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Cayuga Community College LOCATION: Ithaca Town Hall

197 Franklin Street 215 N. Tioga Street

Auburn, NY 13021 Ithaca, NY 14850
DATE: Tuesday, September 30, 2025 DATE: Thursday, October 16, 2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Rochester City Hall LOCATION: SUNY -Oneonta

City Council Chambers, Room 302-A Morris Conference Center

30 Church Street 108 Ravine Parkway

Rochester, NY 14614 Oneonta, NY 13820

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings will be held as follows:

DATE:

Tuesday, October 21,2025
TIME: 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Registration is required for the virtual hearings.

A more comprehensive notice that contains further information, including how to register for a
virtual hearing, is available at https://dps.ny.gov/calendar, where you should click on the

“View DPS Calendar Listings” button, locate and click on the NYSEG and RG&E public statement
hearings scheduled on the dates indicated above, and click on the “READ THE NOTICE" button.

Persons with difficulty understanding or reading English are encouraged to call the
Department of Public Service (Department) at (800) 342-3377 or email
languageaccess@dps.ny.gov for free language help with this Notice. To request a translator
or sign language interpreter so you can participate at a specific public statement hearing,
please contact the Department at least 10 days before the hearing by calling (800) 342-3377 or
emailing your request to languageaccess@dps.ny.gov.

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has registered to speak has
been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit comments have been made.




