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National Tuesday, April 5, 2022

Shooters still at large following mass killing in Sacramento
who lived on the streets
nearly anti was looking for
housing.

The Sacramento County
coroner identified the
women killed as .lohntaya
Alexander, 21; Melinda
Davis, 57; and Yanritu
M art! n ex- Andrade, 2 1.
The three men were Sergio
If arris, 38; Joshua Haye-
Lucchesi, 32; and Devazia
Turner, 29.

Sacramento Mayor
Darrell Steinberg read
their JWiites (Idling a vigil
Monday evening attend-
ed by grieving relatives,
f r iends and community
members.

“So tw gather here io
remember the victims and
to commit ourselves to
doing all we can to end-
ing the stain of violence,
mil only In cnir community
but tiiraugbcntt the slate,
throughout the count ty,
and throughout the world/
Steinbcnj said.

Turner, who had three
daughters and a son, wax
a “protector’ who worked
as the night manager «t
an inventory company, his
mother, Penelope Scott,
told The Aswimted Press.
He rarely went out, and she
had no reason, to believe
he would he jn harm’s way
wiwti he left her house after
he visited Saturday night.

*My son wg$ walking
cknwi the street and some-
body started shooting, and
lie got shut. Why is that to

involving a felony convic-
tion for aggravated assault
in 2016 and a crmvicriOR
on 3 marijuana charge in
2018. Court records show
he pleaded guilty to punch-
ing, kicking and choking
a woman in 0 hotel room
when she refused to work
for him jls a prostitute.

I t  was not immediate-
ly dear whether Martin
had an attorney who could
sp<'ak on  his behalf.

Of the 12 woumted, at
feast four suffered critical
injuries, the Sacromenln
Fire Department said. At
least smtn of the victims
hod U*im released from
hospitals by Monday

At the soemr where the
chaos erupted, menwriah
with candles and {lowers
began to grow on the same
sidewalks where video
showed people screaming
and running for shelter ss
others lay on die ground
writhing in pain.

A small Ixxiquet of pur-
ple fuses wns d&dkated (0
Melinda Daris. who lived
on the streets for years,
with a note saying "Melinda
Rest In Peace. "

Politieiaus decried
the shouting, and some
Democrats, including
President Joe Biden, calk’d
for tougher mrrion against
gun liofeixv.

California has some
«f the  nation's toughest
restrictions on firearms,
requiring background

checks to buy guns end
amtnuuitiun. lipBlingtoug-
a»iM*.$ to 10 bullets, and
banning firearms that fail
into its definition of .vwault
weapons.

Bu t sjtate la wmakers plan
to go further. A bill getting
its first hearing Tuesday
would allow citizens to sue
those who possess illegal
weapons, a measure pat-
terned after a coutrovenifal
Texas lull aitnwl at Abw-
tions.

O the r  proposed
California tegisi&tfoii this
year would make it easier
for people to sue gun ran-
jwinies; and target unreg-
istered “ghosT guns/ fire.-
arms made from IsiiM-ii-
yuiirsdfkits.

The California Assembly
held a moment of sifence
Monday in honor o[ fiic
victims. Awemblymemlwr
Kevin McCarty, a
Democrat v.fo? represtmls
Sacramento, noted law-
makers could see foe crime
-vetme from the building's
baleotiy.

*Tttigfe is too small of
a word to describe what
occurred just two nights
ago as a dcvastatitig loss
for our city/ McCarty smd.

A*s»xicu«f uriTiw Ste-
J'attie Uria» tMli
Cfir lofJtcr hWKffa
/w, />»« in Sttowswo-
Co, Jtjc uvs &7\'ou4 ia Fiw nix
ont! fifaix K. 'ctvhtr SWjiq
Sfe rrT in .Vflv 1cwlCtiymntriix-
!<kif nuhixx.-iMT/,

By ADAM BEAM and
KATHLEEN RGNAYKE
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
(AP) — a believed
connected to the inas-s
shooting I d  Sacrainetilfi
wlw arrested, but the multi-
ple shook* f$ jwlice beliere
fatally shot six people and
wounded j k  on  a crowded
street in California’s capital
are still on the lixise-

More than too  shots
were fired early Sunday in
downtown Sacramento,
creating a chaotic scent
with hundreds of people
trying desperately to  get to
safety. A day later police
announced the arrest
of Dandrae Martin, 26.
as a ''related suspect’ on
charges of assault with a
deadly weapon and being
a convict carrying a loaded
gun. A court appearance
was set for Tuesday.

Detectives and SWAT
team memtars found one
handgun during searches
of three area homes.

The arrest came ns the
three women and three
men killed were identified.
The shooting occurred nt
about 2 a. m. Sunday a? tars
were, closing and patrons
filled the streets near the
state Capitol. The fallen
included a father of four, a
young woman who wonted
to l>e a soda! worker, a
man described as the life
of the jwrty. arid a woman

Sacramento Mayor Uarrert St w.&erg reads the names cf lbe shooting victims during a carfoWigri:
v!g>l htdd at AG Ybutssefi Square in Sacramento. Catd., fate Monday, April 4. 2G22. Multiple peopte
were felled and tejutod after 3 shooting that occurred early Sunday. (Jose Canos F ardc/Hay Area
News Group via AP}

happen? 1* Scott said. “I feel
like I've got a hole fa my
heart.”

Tta burst of gtinshofs
sent people running in ter-
ror in the neighborhood
just a few blocks fam the
arena where the NBA's
Sacramento Kings play.

Police were investigat-
i ng  whether lite shoot-
ing win wumeeled wilh a
street fight that broke cnit
just before gunfire empt-
cd. Several people could be
seen in videos scrapping
on a street lined wilb an
upscale hotel, nightclubs
and  bars when gunshots

sent people sra ttcri ng.
Detectives also were try-

ing to determine i f  a str>
fem handgun found at the
crime scene was connect-
ed to the shooting. Police-
Chief Kathy Lester said.
Witnesses answered her
plea for help by providing
more than too videos and
ptatos o f  evidence.

District Altcwncy Anne
.Marie Schuiwrt noted
Marlin was not arrested
on suspicion o f  homicide,
but suggested investigators
were making progress.

The investigation is
highly complex involving

many witnesses, videos of
numerous types and sig-
nificant physical evidence/
Schubert said in a state-
raent. "This is on ongoing
investigation and w antic-
ipate more arrests in this
rase."

Martin was held with-
out thsH and was scheduled
to appear in Saeranienio
County Superior Court on
Tuesday, according to  jail
recutda.

Martin was freed from
an Arizona prison in 2020
after swing just  <«vr 1
1/2 years for violating pro-
bation in separate cases

Doggie Dude
Ranch LLC

<&rau
Day Cans

Baarai'/fff
607-336-DU&E (3833)
doggieduderandtnef g'i

Chenango Bird Club kicking off4Oth season this month
go to Franklin Mountain,
which is in Oneonta, in
the fall when foe birds
are migrating because on
any given day you can :
hundreds o f  raptors flying
over. Golden eagles or liald
eagles. It’s a pretty fasci-
nating thing.*

The club also partic-
ipates in the  Amhibou

Christmas Bird Count
each year, which covers
a 74J mile radius around
Sherburne.

'IWe] just survey tire
whole area fur what birds
wc might 5W, and that’s
reported through the
Audubon Society. It’s tirig-
itudly roonliuatcd through
them/ s;iid Smith. That
Christmas Bird Count pro-
gram is over JOO years old,
Ixut of course our bin) club,
we’ve been doing i t  sinw. 1

sometime in tlw firts.’
Similar to the AmlulJOn

Christmas Bird Count, the
Chenango Bird Club will
be hasting their first ever
Big .Bird Day on Saturday,
May 14. According to
Smith, participants will go
to the same 7.$ mile ares
around Sherixime !<» cutch
a imp-te of local birds.

TVc're going to spread

out all among it, and that
day we're going to see
how many different spe-
cies of birds wc rail tally.
And that's the tai&hi o f  the
tnlgaitoiy seesun. so weiTe
hoping for a big tituntar/
said Knapp.

•‘It’s not as regulated as
the Audubrifi Christmas
Bird Count, so wc ran
inlrtxluee people who want
to learn soinelhfog aixait
hinting. They ran go with
people who do  i t  everc i-rs, ah
year/ lie ctmtinucd, * We re bi rds i 1
gning to have that all (by,
hut we’re goinfi to meet
at lunch tack at Rogers
Center and haw a little pic-
nic, a little get togeitar."

All mwting-s and events
hosted by the dub are open
to the puhlic, and member-
ship i s  not a requirement.
Smith said they “just want
penpfe tn him an* interest *

cd to come and see what
they ettn leanr, and see if
they™ interested.'

TIkkw who would like
to  get more involved and
tacocm: a member o f
foe Chenango Bird Cltib
ran join for a small fee.
Memtarship is 35 for stu-
dents, $8 for individw-
nls, and $12 for a family.
Becoming a member pro-
vides the opportunity to
team from seawuwxi bird-

and foam more about
»<rds in ttaarcft.

Another perk trf tarxun-
ing « member is access to
the quartfriy Chenango
Bird Club newsletter, The
Goldfinch, which can ta
deliverci! via postal mail
or email. The Goldfinch
features infomiation about
foe local binl population,
recaps of meetings, b i rd
walks, anti field trips, and

infonnatiDii from mcml rx
on unusual bird sightings
in the area.

Overall, the  groups
main goal is t<» entourage
4« interest and apprecia-
tion <:f nature.

This is our 40th war,
and like every «Uw yvar
we arc always looking to
welcome anybody irito has
any interest not only in
birfos, but i n  nature itself/
sakl Knapp. ‘Besides look-
ing at the hitxls, we try tu
foster an  appreciation of
nature as a whole.”

For tnore informa-
tion on the Chenango
Bini Club, contact Club
Pre«ufont John Knapp a t
607-372-1242. To learn
more about area birds or
share bird sightings, join
the Chenangn Birr! Club
Fawhcrok page.

see

Continued frnm Page 1

ing bird walk/ said
Knapp. 'For example, wc
might  go  to Montezuma,
which « on  the north $bare
of Cayuga Lake ia the
Finger Lakes, because they
have a tremendous amount
of bi nls there. Or we might

NEED HELP
WITH DELIVERY?

Call our circulation department at
607-334-9086

Local state Republican lawmakers call for
reversal of bail reform laws

time has long passed far
Democrats to walk tack
ttair mistake. They newi r«

, , v  nz "v to folly bring

lailft is it going to take for
the DcrncKrat k’glslators to
wake up and sec the prob-
lems?" Umoodes said. "A
majority of New Yorkers
want lhe law repealed,
statistics show us that

B violent fcluny to fire into
a crowded space wilh foe
intent tn harm.

- Additional 5 Years
for Possession ( 4 3):
Provides for an addition -
a l  5-yftir term o f  Impris-
onment for cum milting a
felony while jtosse&img a
loaded firearm.

- Paula's Law (A6oi?l:
Pres ents the parole of any-
one who sexually assaults
and murders n child under

>-ears »f age.
- fnfiirmatfon prorid-
cti by the lyT.W

Assemblyman Aflgehna
und Lemontles

Cantiiwod from Page t

Angdino not only wishes
to give judges more dis-
cretion on tail as they did
before. Judges should be
able to require tail for vio-
lent defendants and those
who repeatedly break the

join us now to folly bi.-„
no end to bail reform, and
re-establish a rofeset that
reforms the system and
— tacts the  vuineraWe a t

same lime. We’re ready

Statistics, show us that refer
since bail reform faunchid, proti
crime has skyrocketed. We the 1U ™,
can’t continue to sit on  this to meet whenever thes-'d
dangerous policy knowing like/ Lemondcs said,
that the people we repre-
sent want to sec change,
to see security returned to
New Yurie.'

'State Democrats that

Here are additional pro-
posals being supported;

- B;ui for Cun Crimes
(A7066): Rem(A*es all gun
crimes from the no-tail
list of offenses Democrats
established in 2019.

- Shooting Into Croivds
(A,.(259): Makes it a Class

Public Notice
NYSEG has Ned iatitt fevi*itins November 25. 2G20 with Itic New York State
Pubfc StwAcu C«u.niss)on (PSC> for now ©tectricity natural gas deKveiy
rates to bocomo effective May 1, 2022. These tariff revisions covor the third
annual cfatw ry rata increase onctef foe terms of a three- year rate pfnn apprcn&d
by lhe PSC In November 2020 and they includn a $36-0 rnSlion increase in
eleriridty rewnoo areJ a $5.3 rroUion increase in naturai gas revenue

A residential efectnsjiiy cusiorw wilh un average use o f  SCO krtaivatt-hqurs/montn
can expect an average monthly W! increase, of $2.42. A resrdenrial nalufui gas
hemtog customer using 80 focfm&'mcnth can expect rin average monfoly ba
increase of $1.20.

Customens may s«e some charged prorated u-n your May or June b<H to ifike into
account energy delivered before and after me new electricity and nature gas
detivery rates vt<snl into effect,

RESIDENTIAL. CUSTOMERS
Regular ResKfential Customers: The efectriciiy dofivery charge wifi increase 8.2*5
cents pct Nkwatt-how. The per-theim natural gas delivery charge for the 4 50-
Ihfwms btock will increase Q.388 writs per therm and D.08S cenrt for the htack
rate over SO therms. The eteeiric ctffitomer ctar§e will increase by S0.95. and foe
nciucat gas custonw chrirge wia Incrsase by $ 1.00.

Day/Night and Tkne-pf -Use Customers: The etcctricily delivery charge wifi
fncrease 0 231 cents per kiiawathhow for Servicn Crass 8 arri 0.072 cents per
feitowdlt-houe for Service CUm 12. The Service Class 8 customer ctarga wstt
increase by S MO, and foe Service Class 1 2 customer charge wjft increase by
S1.S5.

AddJ’tonrtS tnlormstion about changes in rcnkSeotra) etectiicity and natural gas
delivery cha-Tjea is  available at nyseg.com {dicA on the Account tab nod sedeef
•Etecinc Pricing' or 'Natural Gas Pricing' in iho *Umfc>nstwx) Your BiS" column).

NCNRESIDENDAL CUSTOMERS

Information about changes in itcnresrtientisl clectricily custamor charges,
electricity demand and energy charges (where appircabte}. naluras gas nwvnu>m
charges and natural gas therm charges is available at nyseg.com.

Changes afo afeo fa effect for standby, stresl Sighting and ecwiomic d<tvek>pnwK
rates Please check page 2 of your riffi for bi8 messages and nyscg.com for
dstafted informaiiqn.

Regruding energy tjurpiy. ft you purehasB energy supply front MYSEG. your price
w»a conflnue to be based on market prices: if you purchase your energy supply
from a supplter other than NYSEG (otea knessm 35 an energy services company
at ESCQ), your energy suepiy price dofiends en yqur agreement with your
ESCO.

Additionally, foe law-
makers would l i ke  to
reverse the damaging
changes made to ths! dts-
enwry process which put
victims, witnesses, and first
responders a t  risk.

"New Yorkers know how
Im<1 this law lias been. How

compromise the safety of
ever>' New Yorker. The

New Preston Supervisor represents area at
Albany conference with state leaders —

to appropriately budget
for viuidcare costs. He
said while there are sub-
sidies to help both par-
ents who need childcare
and tile individtials pro-
viding it - the neeif for
the service remains prev-
alent even in Chenango
County.

'Childcare costs in
N«w York are unbear-
able for most work-
ing class parents/ said
Meseelc. “For those who
are paying for childcare,
finding an  available care
provider proves to  be

"There is an a larm- several b
ing disconnect between that were
chtldcare cost and finan- the meerir
dal guidelines - between
the  il“‘ — 1 ----  -------------
and l
care in our  state/

With an average medi-
an  household income of

■era)Continued from Pago t
......... ................. at

meeting, and any-
one interested in learh-

federal government i ng  more can reach out
the reality of child- to prestonf&co.chenan-

"o.ny.ns for additional
ifurmation.
“Farmering with oilier

approximately $52,000, counties is such a valo-
Meseck said ft's no won- able resourw, and I was

...... honored to have the
it ay opportunity to represent
uh- us at that' conference/

1 said Meseck
- fr(/bnricitfon provid-
ed by Town <rfPmtwi

Sttpcn.'i.-mr ZaiJituy
Afewri;

the state showed the
average cost for two chil-
dren in care is §2,047
per month o r  $24,564
per year, and federal
recommendations for
spending claimed that
childcare should not be
more than seven percenl
of a family's incomft.

Meseck said based on
that recommendation,
a family with two chil-
dren is expected to have
an  annua l  income of
approximately $sso>-'D4

der why many parents
would choose to st
home with children ra t -
er than work to spend
most o f  their pay on
childcare costs.

He added that  child-
care was only one of
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New NYC mayor Adams strives for order, post-COVID comeback

He dropped many
COVJD-ig preroitliuns and
is reluctant tn brinj- form
back, men as tints cases
have steadily risen.

He's ordered hnntetc&f
encampments removed
from pub! ic Spaces, despite
complaints from activists
that  the sweeps are inhu-
mane.

Over the objection »>f
progressives, Adams, 3 for-
mer police ra pin i n. brought
back an  NYPD anti-gun
unit disbanded by Ute pre-
vious mayor, saying tliai
with better m-might it still
sited its past reputation for
using execssire force.

Critics say Adams is
embracing the worst
tendencies of previous
mayors known for their
heavy-handed approaches
to policing and serial ser-
vices.

Adams says he doesn't
like chaos, as 'Saturday
Night Live* noted in h is
first days in office, Instead,
he  is seeking to harness the
city's tangly dynamism.

That is  what I think
our failure is in our city

We have thrown up
w bands and said this
city* is nut manageable.
That is just not true * he
said in sb interview with
The Associated Press on
Thursday, prior to testing
positive for COVlD-19.

He said he starts every
monting poring over a
series of spreadsheets filk-d
with data on his key initia-
tives.

When inspecting his
efforts tu  clear tents and
makeshift shelters set up
by- Immclcss people, Attains
scrolls through hundreds
of color-coded rows listing

tram by a Ktrangi’F,
“Outside of 9 /H .  J don't

know i f  another mayor
was jtist inundated with so
much n t  one time,’ Adams
remarked.

Crime, which has risen
in cities across the U.S.,
has become one o f  Ims chief
concerns.

It's by far lhe thorniest
issue Adams took on, said
Jon Brinish, a Democratic
political strategist in New
York City. But iqo days is
5 lift early, Rcintsh said, and
a better barometer of pt
ress woukl be a year i
the rEdminintration.

“1 think that he has nav-
igated tliBl veil $0 far, but
Rome wasn’t built in a
day," he said.

New York City’s elected
public advocate Jumaane
Williams, a progressive
Democrat wiio serves as a
city ombudsman, praised
Adams for partnering with
hhn on issue? l i ke  food
insecurity. Blade maternal
health and sitmmcr jobs for
young people. But he saul
he’s wmeomed tdiotil too
mtuth emphtwis on policing
and not enough focus on
menial health.

Adanis, who is Black,
points out lliat he sjxikc
out about racist an*! unjust
practices in the department
while be was an  officer.
He says polta* can learn
from the mistakes of the
past while using new tools
like body cameras to stay
ucrountiiblo ~ but the city
also can't go back to the
days of high rates of violent
crime.

”1 know 1 don’t want to
go back to the violence or
the abuse. Some jK'ople
only folk about not going

ixtek to the abwse/ he said.
Critics have also railed

Adams' actions to dear
homeless encampments
short-sighted, especially
when some |wople living
on the street say they don't
fed safe in the city's shrf-
tej% and there's not enough
affordable Itonsing to pro-
vide 0 fong-ienii solution.

“It sounds to me like
we’re doing the last fobu;
first," Williams said.

Adams contends i t ’s
inhumane to ficcqit that

W-  people steep on  the street,
i n f c ’ and defends fits plan by

pointing to  to a city law
guaranteeing a right to
space in a rfieltcr for any
homeless per soa who
needs h -

But he also notes that
when an cnrampmenl is
cleared, "It is just tuibeiiev-
abte how vteimlly. it just
changes yonr mindset of
your neighborhood. And
that is part o f  tlw goal-
Becanse we're dealing with
an  actual problem afid the
perception of a proiNeflj."

Perception, he said is
also why he'$ {Misting pho-
tos ami videos on social
media of htotsrif shoveling
snow during snowstorms
or is seen meeting people
all over tlve city and hitting
up restaurants, night chfos
and glitzy events.

"We have to get the city
bad: up and opera! fag and
many  New Yorkers are
starting to da stj. And they
need to see me in the pro-
cess,* he wild. “As I deal
w i th  the tribes. I alw have
to he on that red carpet
Because Broadway is a
major asmomic driver for
our city-’

By MICHELLE L PRICE
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) -
Many New Yorkers just
want their city to feci
orderly, function al and
fan again after two yearn
of plagw: and social dis-
ruption. Their new mayor,
Eric Adams, has premised
to deliver.

The question Is, can the
Democrat who pledged
tn bring back New Yurie's
‘swagger’ gain monteafani
in the face of rqwBtet! set-
backs?

Adams'  op t im i sm
remained high even as he
marked his tooth day as
mayor Sunday by going
into quarantine after test-
ing positive for COVID- i<>.

A hands-on politician
and nightlife enthusiast.
Attains, 6l, caught the virus
Jitter a whirlwind week typ-
ical of his penzma and time
In office; He had attend-
ed the Gridiron dinner
in Washington, gone to a
New York gala, posed with
Robert de Nico at ft film fes-
tival, attended the Yankees
opener and a slew of events
in the state Capitol.

Tm going tv continue
to try re be re visible as
possible as w: get through
COVID and many of the
other crises tiinl we're fac-
ing,' Adams said Monday,
promising to resume his
busy schedule after recov-
ering from (be virus.

In his first too days in
office, Adams luts p rejected
an aggressive confidence
as he's implemented poli-
cies aimed at comktting an
image of New York City as
hobbled by the pandemic
and  beset hy rising crime.

Hsw Ywk Mayor Eric Adams speaks during the press conferec.ee si Harlem Hospital after the
■shoslfag of a Naw York City Police Department officer, in Harfem. Friday, Jan. 21, 2022, in New
¥&k. There- ww unreter.ting cnses sn his first month: a fire ripped through 3 htgh-risft apartment
building. kfling J 7 propio: a baby was wpunded and shot In the face; an ctfitse was wounded
and shot in tbs head; two other officers wore fatally shot white responding to 3 roll. (AP Photo/’
Yuki twamura Filo)

individual cneriinpmcnta
rc  xirted to the city — some
th at tin? mayor has phoned
in himself.

He checks to sec i f  the
entries are shaded blue by
someone tn his administra-
tion
ers
they're about to clean the
area. He checks tn see that
the bine entries are bier
turned yellow, coded as a
“successful cleanup? I f  too
many days pas* anti the
colors don't change, he’ll
make a call to find out why.

At a news conference
last month, he said the city
cleared 23g encampments
i n its first i z  days. Although
the city didn't offer data

indicating city wwk-
avu posted notice#

aboul  how many people
were firing at tlw encamp-
ments, unly fiw accepted
offers to mmr to a shelter.

Adams suid he thinks the
uumiKT will grow, as it did
with efforts t» reach out
to homeless |>etiplc in tin?
subway system.

The mayor also checks
daily spreadsheets laying
out data on clime, the city s
sprawling transit system,
affordable snd supportive
housing trails, and hires
and promotions in his gtiv-
erttniriil.

He likened himself to an
airiiite pilot who sits down
and dteeks his instruments
before taking off. calling
the city a “complex piece of

machinrry."
“Yoh have to constantly

inspect wbat you expect, o r
it’s susped,' Adams said,
using title o f  his favureti
catchphrases,

Adams, 3 former New
York City {Hilicc captain,
state lawmaker and elect-
ed borough president of
Brooklyn, had to deal with
unrelenting crises in his
first month in office.

A fire riiHx-ri through »
high-rise apartment build-
ing. k i l l i ng  17 people;
a baby was wounded by
gunfire; twn police officers
were fatally shot while
rf.$jx)nding to a call; a
woman was pushed to her
death in front of a subway

Plea deal: No prison for attack on Black teen at NYC hotel
charge if she follows the
terms o f  the agreement

For that  to happen,
poftsrito must abide by the
terms of her jirubalfou fur
a separate drunk driving
and resisting arrest case
in her home state for two
years, continue to twelve
counseling and  have no
farther arrests. If she does
not comply, she faces up to
four years in prison, prose-
cutors said,

“Miya PoTOcttii has bean
leading an esemplary life
since this incident with rhe
young man dose lo  a year
□nd a half ago,' Ponsetto’s
lawyer, Paul D’Eid ilia, said.

"Ms. Putbiettv displayed
otiirageOTO behavior,’
Bragg said in a statement.
“As a Black man, 1 hove
personally experienced
racial profiling count less
times in my fife and I sym-
pathize with iheyotmg num
victimized in this incident. '

Video allowed Pensetto
grabbing at 14-ycsr-old
Keyon Harrold Jr. aS he
tried to get away after she
accused him of stealing her
plume at the Ario Hotel in
Manhattan in December
202&. The phone was found
soon afterward in an Uber.

The teen’s father, j»ac
trumpeter Kcyon Harrold,

“We are appreciative
of the distr ict attorney’s
thoughtful and trttjxilhei-
ie approach to finding an
acceptable conclusion —
especially io light of the
unreasonable pressure
brought lo bear b) - many
voices not familiar with
the more granular details
of what occurred that eve-
ning? D’Emiiia said.

Manha t tan  District
Attorney Alvin Bragg said
PoDscttu’s plea agree-
ment "ensnres appropriate
act™ sMobility' in- address-
ing the undcriying causes
for Iht behavior and ensur-
ing that i t  rJoes not rwwur.

recorded the oenfrontation
and put the video on line. In
it. Ponsetto i s  seen demand-
ing the Iren's phone, claim-
ing  he  stale il. A hotel
manager tries to  intervene.
Kcyun HarroH an be heard
i n  the recording telling the
woman to leave bis son
alone.

Security video la te r
released by the NYPD
shows Fonselto frantically
grabbing nt the teen as hi*
tried to get away from her
through the hotel 's front
door. She’s seen dvtdung
him from behind before
berth tumble to tire ground.

Punsctto, o f  Pint.

California, initially
appeared to apologize, bat
later buckci off in a tense.
interview on a morning CBS
news show. The teen’s fam-
ily filed a lawsuit against
Ponseilu and the hotel.
alleging racial profiling. The
case is pending.

D’Emilia. dcscriltefJ the
encounter as ui 'utifort li-
mit e misunderstanding'
and aaid the misdemeanor
harat®mvnt charge to  which
she will plead if she stitys
nut of trouble “more real-
istically teJJcets her Actions
li tit t night a t the Arid Hotel. '

‘It is Ms. ppfisctto’s wish
that Keyvn Harrold accepts

her regrets and ajwfogy for
Iter behavior rhsi evening,
ami that all ilrroived ran
move fonnird with added
insight and eotn ftasAvoti ,“
D’Eniilia said.

Sy MlCHAEk R. S1SAK
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) - A
California woman who
wrongly accused a Slack
teen of taking her phone
at a New York City hotel,
grabbing a( him as he tried
m leave, has reached a plea
dc.il that spares her from
prison i f  site avoids troo-
ble.

Miya Pimiictto. 23 .
pleiufed grilty Monday to
unlawful imprisonment
to a hate crime, a felony,
but will haw a chance to
replead to a misdemean-
or  aggravated harassment
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Public Notion
NYSSG has fifed tariff revisions November 25, 2G20 wifa toe New Yrak Surie
PubKc Se/victi Ccnwnissioo (PSCJ for hew eteeirfsily and noturaJ 333 delivery
rotes to become effnetivn May 1, 2022- Those tariff revisions cover the third
annual delivery rate incresso under ibn terms of a totee-year rate ptan appweo
by U>e PSC in November 2020 »nrf mey indude a $36.0 miffian increase in
triectecity revenue and a $5 3 mton tficrense tn natural gas revenue

A residential etec&ibfy customer wth an  averages use of €W icitowatl-hacu
can expect an  average montoly ttflt increase o f  $2.42. A refattential natural gas
healing customer using EC [her msftnontb enn expect an  average ntontoJy bsi
faorensftCfSi.20.

Cusicmers may see swra ebsrgea prorated on your May or June test to take into
account energy delivered before and utter the new <siectricrty and natural gas
delivery rates went inro effect

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS
Regular Rewttenta! Customers: The oteetttaly delivery charge win mcreaso 0 245
cents per kllovrart-hour. The per-tnerm natural gas detfeery charge for the J-lo-50-
ihermi block win incwssB fl 368 cwts pur therm and O DES awts for the Week
rate over 50 tlierms. The eteetde custorriel charge trill increase by $0.35, and toe
(jniura) gas ctrstomcr charge wS inaease by 51.00.

Day/N'lght snd Timc-of-Use Customers: The etactecsty delivery charge will
increase 0 2S i  cents per kitowati-Jicxx for Service Ctas* 8 end 0.072 cente per
kifowait-hour tor Service Class 12- The Service Ctass B Ctcvlamer chtuge wilt
tecrease by  S 1.10. and lhes Service Gass 12 customer tdtargs win mcreTOC by
SI .55.

Additional infcrmiHicn about changes in residential etadrkfay and natural gas
delivery charges e avrrttabfa at nytwg com (cfcfc on the Account feb and sofeef
"Etectrsc Pricing* or "Natural Gas Pricing* in (tie 'Uivders’and Ycur BrfT attorney.

MONRESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS

information about chnngas in nonresktentini electricity customer chaises,
ei-edrifaty dern&tvj umj energy charges (where plfeabte), natural gas minimum
charges and natera! gas therm charges is avartabfe at nyseg .com.

Changes nre also in nlfeet for standby, street lighting and economic development
rates, Please check page 2 of your bitt for bS tnass tQtx cyrng com for
tfotafed infonwKiun.

Regarding energy supply; If you pwclrase energy supply from NYSEG. your price
vrik continue to be based ert market prices; if you purchase your energy supply
from a euppiior olher than NYSEG false known an energy services company
or  ESCO), your energy supply price depends on your agf nentertt with your
ESCO

Police shoot man
armed with machete in
NYC domestic dispute
NEW YORK (AP) - A - ---------------------- '

num anned with a tnochete
was shot by pdirc Monday
in New York City after offi-
cers rvepcinded to a report
that ihe hmb rvns threaten-
ing Iris family, police said.

Officers responding to
the rail in an apartment in
Queens fired three shots a t
die man, wounding him in
the gram, after deploring a
shin gun tn no effect, Chief
o f  Department Kenneth
Corey said.

The man was expected to
sorviye. He was taken to a
hospital untl was undergo-
ing surgery, Coccy said.

Aerordiligto police, four
uniformed officers went to
the ajiiirt ment around 9:48
a.«h after the mother of the
Iran's child called 911 and
said the man was armed,
in the midst of a mental
health episode and refusing
to Icaw.

The wxBiinn told the gu
dispatcher tluit the man
bad taken pills and said he
wonted to die, Cww said.

When officers arrived,
they found the man hold-
ing the grandmother of
his 3- war-old child, police
said. Corey said the man
ronfronted officers in a nar-
row hallway as they tried

gel ting people out o f  the
apartment.

Offirers tried to sttlxlue
the man with 11 stun gun
before opening fire, Corey

No other injuries were
reported.

The iroman wtro called
gii disputed the police ver-
sion of even is. shouting to
report era that officers: did n’t
ask questions, dragged her
mother to the floor and
ripped her shirt off Iwfore
shooting the man in front
of the child. She said she
feared the city's children’s
services agency was “trying
to take my kid away from
me because I rolled the
IJofitr. over nn aigu merit."
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2022 Spring Pickup
The City of Norwich Is currently
conducting a City-wide curbside

pickup of yard debris until May 25th
with tho following guidelines:

• Brush is to fas bundled and tied wrth string, twine
or rope {NO WIRE}

» Length of brush and branches no longer than 6‘
• Largest diameter of brush and branches fa 3“
• Leaves, grass clippings and brigs put in clear OR

black plastic bags or biodegradable paper bags
ONLY, Bags must NOT contain garbage. No
cardboard bakes,

-Al)  items to be placed between curb and sidewalk
area

• All items must be fight enough for 1 person to lift
shoulder high

Wo CANNOT pick up the foltowing items:
• Slones
• Bags wH.h papers, garbage or anima! feces
• Tree removals o r  stumps
■ Bush removals
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Patrick Lyoya shooting raises issue of officer name release
Monday, Federal authori-
ties said they will not crim-
inally charge Van Dyke.

I n  response to criticism
«f  how the McDonald
shooting was handled, the
city made changes. White
police still will not release
an officer’s name unless
he's charged, the agency
that reviews those shoot-
ings does so regardless.
City policy also requires
that video be released with-
in 60 days.

l-ast year, within a
month of tw separate
fatal shootings by police,
including of a ig-year-old
boy, the Civilian Office
of Police Accountability
released officers' names.
Prosecutors have said lhe
officers won’t face charges,

Ephraim Eaddy, spokes-
man for the agency, said
it has concluded that offi-
cers’ names cannot be
held back because they
are public servants,

if the release of the
names o f  the Chicago offi-
cers involved in the two
2021 shootings seemed to
come quickly, the name of
the Kenosha, Wisconsin,
police officer who shot
Jacob Blake several times
in 2020 was made public
in lightning speed.

Three days after that
shooting, the Wisconsin
Department of Justice
issued a news release that
included Officer Rusten
Sheskey's name.

The decision came

after the Kenosha Police
Department handed the
investigation over to rhe
state’s Justice Department
“for complete transparen-
cy," said Kenosha police
Lt. Joseph Nosaiik.

Nosalik said he agreed
with the decision. Had the
depar tment  refused to
release the name, Nosalik
sa id  he would have called
to ask why.

“The public Ims a right
to know ... and  unless
there’s a log ica l  reason
l i ke  it might put rhe  offi-
cer's safety anti his fami-
ly i n  jeopardy, 1 don’t see
a reason why the  name
can ' t  be  released." he
said.

I n  fact, he said, the
Kenosha pol ice moved
to  "extr icate' ’  Sheskey’s
family from their home
after learning that they
might be i n  danger, and
suggested lhe same con-
cern might be  part of the
reason why authorit ies
in Grand Rap ids  have
not released the officer's
name.

Crump,  the  Lyoya s’
attorney, said having
the officer’s name would
allow the family to find
out mure about  him.

“We want  to know his
history.” Crump said last
week- ‘I can guarantee
you, they’re going to do
everything ip their power
to try to learn the history
of Patrick to assassinate
his character. '"

By COREY WILLIAMS and
DON BABW1N
Associated Press

Patrick Lyoya’s father
says he and his family have
a right to know the name of
the white officer who fatally
shot the fl6-year-old Black
man.

But the police chief in
Grand Rapids, Michigan,
says he will only do so if
the officer fa charged in
the April 4 shooting that
followed a brief foot chase
and a struggle over the offi-
cer's Taser.

Eric Whwtrum’s depart-
ment is among those
across the ILS- that have
faced scrutiny for with-
holding identities of offi-
cers in cases where Black
people were. wounded or
killed during interactions
with police. Some have said
it's to protect the officers
from retribution. Other's,
like Grand Rapids, point
to policies that prohibit the
release of on officer’s name
before charges aits filed.

Tin asking for the law
to release hfa face, his
image and his identifica-
tion because I would love
to knew the person who
has killed my son. I have
the right/ Peter Lyoya
said through a translator
during an emotional news
conference after video of
the shooting of hist son whs
released Iasi week.

Andrew Shannon, pres-
ident of tire Southern
Christ ian Leadership
Conference Peninsula
Chapter and vice president
for theSCLC Virginia State
Unit, said police depart-
ments should treat officers

Grand Rapids Police Chief Eric Wmstrom, right, and Grand Rapids City Manager Mark Washington react as a TV display stows vid-
eo evidence of a Grand Rapids police officer struggling with and shooting Patrick Lyoya al Grand Rapids City HaM on Wednesday,
April 13. 2022. Lyoya, 26. was shot and killed about 8:10 a.m.. on April 4, after what police said was a traffic stop. (Cory Morae/
The Grand ftapiefe Praas via AP)

stopped Lyoya for driv-
ing  with a license plate
that didn't belong to the
vehicle.

The funeral for Lyoya, a
native of Congo, is sched-
uled Friday in Grand
Rapids, about 150 miles
(240 kilometer's) north-
west of Detroit. The Rev,
Al Sharpton fa scheduled
to deliver the eulogy.

While WlnsU'om said he
could not release the offi-
cer's name, he did release
videos o f  the shooting, cit-
ing <i imeii for transparency.
The officer could be heard
repeatedly ordering Lyuya
to “let go” of his Taser,
at one point demanding:
“Drop the Taser!*

Ben Crump, an attorney

for Lycyu’s family, pkmned
to release results of an
independent autopsy on
Tuesday.

Michigan State Police
are investigating. The pros-
ecutor who will determine
whether the officer will fare
any charges has said not to
expect a quick decision.

A Grand Rapids police
spokeswoman said Monday
in an  ema i l  that a per-
son’s  name, age, other
basic information and the
charges against him can
be released following an
arrest or issuance of an
arrest warrant.

“Not releasing the offi-
cer's name is consistent
w i t h ”  the procedure,
Jennifer Ktdczuk wrote-

who are under investiga-
tion like they would anyone
else.

'They always report
who the suspect is  and
they report who the vio-
ti n is, except in eases of
rape," Shannon told The
Associated Press. “There
should be no special treat-
ment when law enforce-
ment ate involved in these

of matters. They
want to  demon-

strate transparency and
openness so everyone cun
be fully apprised of the
process. "

Lyoya wue facedown on
the ground when an offi-
cer shot him in the back of
the head while straddling
Lyoya. The officer had

Such policies van’ from
city to city.

Chicago, for exam-
ple, changed how i t  han-
dles such cases after
Black teenager Laqnan
McDonald was shot J6
times by a white police
officer in October 2014 ■ in
that case, it was prosecu-
tors who released Officer
Jason Van Dyke’s name —
13 months later, when be
was charged w i t h  murder
ami video fin- foe slutt-
ing was also released. On

Always here
to he lp . . .
During this difficult time, we have needed to reduce
some of our staff on a temporary basis. However, as an
essential business, ft is more important than ever that our
readers and customers know that our remaining staff of
professionals are here and available on a daily basis to
help in any way we can. Please feel free to contact me
to help with your advertising needs.

Judge rules Amazon must
reinstate fired warehouse worker

By HAl.ffi.WYA HADERD
AP Business Writer

amazon
A judge has ruled

Amazon most reinstate a
fonner warehouse employ-
ee who was fired i n  the
early days of the jjandem-
ic, saying the company
“uni awfully" tcnninatwl
tiie worker who led a pro-
test calling for Amazon to
do more to protect employ-
ees against COVID-19.

The dispute involving
Gerald Bn'son, who worked
at an Amazon warehouse
in the New York City bor-
ough of Staten Island, has
stretched on since June
2020, when Bmon filed an
unfair labor practice com-
plaint with The National
Labor Relations Board,
claiming Amazon retaliat-
ed against him.

Later that year, the
NLRB said it foetid merit
in Bryson's cmnpkiint that
Amazon illegally fired him
for wmkf

An Amazon logo appears on an Amazon dell very van. Thursday, Oct, t , 2020. in Boston. On Mon-
day, April 18, 2022, a judge ordered Amazon to reinstate a former employee who was tired in the
earfy days of the pandemic after leading a protest ariNng for the company to do more to protect
workers against GOY1D-1P. (AP Photo/Sleven Senna, File)

Biyson first participated
in a March 2020 protest
over working conditions
led by Chris Smalia, anoth-
er warehouse employee

............... ... . . .  _____ who was tired try the online
for workplace oiganfaing. retail giant and is head-
Amanm didn’t accept the ing up the Amazon LaIjoi-
" ” ......................................... Union, the nascent group

which won a union election
earlier this month at the
Amazon facility where both
men worked.

After Smalls was fired.
Bryson led another protest
in April 2020 fa front of
the warehouse. While off
the job during the protest,
Bryson got into a dispute
with another worker. Tie
wus Inter fired for violating
Amazon's vuigar-languRge
policy.

Court filings give ao
account of the altercation
between Bryson and a
female employee. A record-
ing of their dispute detailed
by the NLRB showed both
Bryson and the woman
rising profanities during a

•heated exchange that tast-
ed several minutes. The
agency's account shows
the woman began the
exchange, and twice tried
to provoke Bryson into a
physical altercation with
her, which he did not do.

In its investigation into
the altercation, Greene said
Amazon “preferrisl not to
obtain information from
someone who was pro-
testing with Bryson even
though that person wits
likely in the best position
to (explain what happened.”

instead, he  said mul-
tiple witness areounts of
the incident submitted by
the company were coinci-
dently ’'one-sided," adding
he found i t  implausible
the statements were made
"unless such aceounts were
solicited from them,"

The NLRB had also
pushed for Bryson's rein-
statement in a federal law-
suit filed last month, using
a provision o f  toe National
Labor Relations Act that
allows i t  to seek tempo-
rary relief in federal court
while a rase goes through
the administrative law pro-
cess. Amazon has used the
case as one of its objections
over the Staten Island elec-
tion results, accusing the
agency «f tainting the vote
Ivy pursuing Bryson's rein-
statement fa thek’ad-np to
the election.

The woman was given 11
"first warning.”

The woman also told
Bryson, who is Black, to
"go back to the Bronx,"
which the judge said
Bryson coukl construe as
“radar since “since he is
African- American and
might question why, other
than his race, someone
would assume he is from
the Bronx.”

Btystm testified that he
informed an Amazon man-
ager who spoke with him
yltout the incident about
that comment. The manag-
er has denied Bryson macle
a reference to a racist com-
ment. But the judge sided
with Bryson’s account,
saying ft was unlikely that
he would "fail to convey
such a prominent remark
to which he had a strong
reaction.'’

The judge said in lus deci-
sion that Amazon rushed to
judgment and pursued a
"skewed investigation’ into
the  atgumeni designed
to blame only Bryson for
that incident, adding the
company wanted discharge
Bryson for his "protected
concerted activity instead
rtf fairly evaluating* what
happened-

findings, and the federal
hoard filed a formal com-
plaint against the company,
triggering a lengthy ttdmin-
fatrative court process.

On Monday, adminis-
trative taw judge Benjamin
Green said Amazon must
offer Bryson his Job
as well as fast wages and
benefits resulting from his
“discriminsimy dlscha rge.’
Amazon spokesperson
Kelly Kontol said in a state-
ment that the company will
appeal the ruling.

*We strongly disagree
with this ruling and are
surprised the NLRB would
want any employer to con-
done Mr, Bryson's behav-
ior," Nante! said. "Mr.
Brnrrn was fired ftsr bully-
ing, cursing at and defam-
ing a female eo-worker
over a bullhorn in front
of the workplace. We do
not tolerate that  type of
conduct in our workplace
and intend to file an appeal
with the NLRB.*
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Public Notice
NYSEG has Sited tariff revisions November 25, 2020 with the New York Slate
Public Service CommiBakjn (PSCJ for new electricffy and natural gae delivery
rates to become affective May 1 , 2022. These tariff revisions cover the third
annual delivery rate increase under the terms of a thme-year rate plan approved
by the PSC in November 2020 and they include a 336.0 million Increase in
electricity revenue and a $5.3 million increase In natural gas revenue.

A residential electricity customer with sn  average use of 600 kjtowetMwurs/mcHffh
can expect an  average monthly tHti increase of $2. 42 A residential natural gas
heating customer using 80 Biermafmonth can expect an  average monthly bHI
increase of $1 .20.

Customers may see some charges prorated on your May or June Wil to take into
account energy delivered before and after the new electricity and natwai gas
delivery rates went fata effect.

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS
Regular Residential Customers; The electricity delivery charge wilt increase 0.245
cents per kilowatt-hour. The per-fterm natural gss delivery charge far the 4-ta-S0-
therms block win increase 0 368 cants per therm and 0.086 cants far (ha block
rate over SO therms . The etectnc customer charge will increase by  30.95, and the
natural gas customer charge will increase by S t  .00.

Day/Nrght and Timo-of-Use Customers: The electricity delivery charge wifi
increase 0.281 cents per kilowatt-hour tor Service Class 8 and 0.072 cents per
kiiowatt-hour for Service Class 12- The Servica Class 8 customer charge win
increase by $1.10, and the Service Class 12 customer charge win increase by
$1.55.

Additional information about changes In residential electricity and natural gas
delivery charges is available at nyseg.com (click on the Account tab and select
'Etectric Pricing’ or  'Natural Ges Pricing" in the "Understand Your BiB" column),

NONRESIDENTSAL CUSTOMERS
Information about changes in nonresideriliat electricity customer charges,
electricity demand end energy charges (where applicable), natural gas minimum
charges and natural gas therm charges la available st nyssg.com.

Changes are also to effect for standby, street lighting and economic development
rates. Ptease check page 2 <?f your tail for biB messages and nyseg.com for
detailed information.

Regarding energy supply; I f  you purchase energy supply from NYSEG, your price
will continue to be based On market prices; if you porches© yowr energy supply
from a supplier other than NYSEG (also known as an energy services company
or  ESCO), your energy supply price depends on your Hgmemenl wi th your
ESCO.
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Musk’s ‘free speech’ push for Twitter: Repeating history?

manent  ban of President
Dona ld  Trump last
year for messages that
the tech company said
helped incite the Jan. 6
insurrection at the U.S.
Capitol  last year.

“A lot of people are
going to be super unhap-
py with West Coast high
tech as the de facto
arbiter Of free speech,”
Musk tweeted days after
Trump was banned
from both Facebook and
Twitter.

Tramp’s allies, includ-
ing his son Donald
Trump Jr., have even
pleaded for Musk to buy
out the company.

"If E lon  Mu«k can
privately send people
Into space I’m sate he
can design a social net-
work that isn't biased,"
Trump Jr. said in the
caption of a video post-
ed to Instagram last
April.

Kirsten Martin, a pro-
fessor o f  technology
ethics at  the University
of  Notre Dame, said
Twitter has consis-
tently worked at  being
3 ‘ responsible" social
media company through
its moderation system,
its hires in the area of
machine learning ethics
and in whom they allow
to do research on the
platform. The fact that
Musk wants to change
that ,  she added, sug-
gests that he's focused
on “irresponsible social
media.”

Twitter declined to
eoronieat for this story.
A representative for
Mask did not immedi-
ately respond to a mes-
sage for comment.

By BARBARA OHTUTAY wd
AMAN BASEHZ
Associated Press

Elon Musk, the world's
richest man, is spending
$44 billion to acquire
Twitter with the stated
aim of turning it into a
haven for “free speech.'
There's just one prob-
lem: The social platform
has been down this road
before, and it didn't end
well

A decade ago, a
Twitter executive dubbed
the company ‘the free
speech wing of the free
speech party" to under-
score its commitment to
untratniseled freedom of
expression. Subsequent
events put that moniker
to the teat, as repressive
regimes cracked down
on Twitter users, partic-
ularly in the wake of the
short-lived ‘Arab Spring"
demonstrations- In the
U-S., a viscera] 2014 arti-
cle by journalist Amanda
Hess exposed the inces-
sant, vile harassment
many women faced jttst
for posting on Twitter or
other online forunas.

Over the subt
years, Twitter 1
a few things about the
consequences of running
a largely unmoderated
social platform — one of
the most important being
that companies general-
ly don’t want their ads
running against violent
threats, hate speech that
bleeds into incitement,
and misinformation that
aims to tip elections or
undermine public health.

“With Musk, hia pos-
turing of  free speech
— jus t  leave every-

A sign Is pictured cutstd® the Twitter headquarters in San Francisco, Monday, April 25, 2023. Hon Musk reached an agreement to buy Twtttw tor roughly $44 b«fou
on Monday, prumistog a more Iwtont touch to pofcrtg content a? foe pisiform where ha promotes Mb Interests, attacks critics and epfoea no social and economic
issues to more than 83 mJfort fottowws. <fiP Photu/Jad Jacobechn)

media companies also
stepped up their efforts
against political misin-
formation.

The big quastion Dow
is how fsr Musk, who
describes himself as a
“fret-speech absolutist, "
wants to  ratchet back
these systems — and
whether users and adver-
tisers will stick around if
he  does.

Even now, Americans
say they're more  like-
ly to be harassed on
social media than any
o ther  online forum,
with women, people of
color and LGBTQ users
reporting a dispropor-
tionate amount of  that

thing up ~ that would produced by extremists
be bad in and of itself," in 2013.
said Paul Barrett, the “

___ deputy director of the
>sequent 'Center for Business and
learned Human Rights at New

York University. *If you
stop moderating with
automated systems and
human reviews, a site
like Twitter, in the space
of a short period of time,
you would have a cess-
pool."

Google, Barrett point-
ed out, quickly teamed
this lesson the hard
way when major com-
panies like Toyota and
Anheuser-Busch yanked
their ads after they ran
ahead of YouTube videos

ingly positive tweet in
support of feminist cam-
paigner Caroline Criado-
Pecex, who successfully
advocated for novelist
Jane Austen to appear
on a British banknote.
Creasy's online hawser
was sent to prison for 18
weeks.

Twitter has continued
to waft rules and invest-
ed in staff and technol-
ogy that detect violent
threats, harassment and
misinformation that vio-
lates its policies. After
evidence emerged that
Russia used their plat-
forms to try to interfere
with the 2016 U.S. pres-
idential election, social

xbuse. Roughly 80% of
users believe the compa-
nies are stQl doing only
a “fair or poor ’  job of
handling that harass-
ment, according to a Pew
Research Cooter survey
of U.S. adults last year.

Meanwhile, terms like
'censorship" and “free
speech'' have turned into
political rallying cries for
conservatives, frustrat-
ed by seeing right-lean-
ing commentators and
high-profile Republican
officials booted off
Facebook and  Twitter
for violating their
rules.

Musk appeared to
criticise Twitter's per-

...1 a:wrg.
Once it was clear jnst

how unhealthy the con-
versation had gotten,
Twitter co-foundar and
former CEO Jack Dorsey
spent years trying to
improve what he called
the “health" of the con-
versation on the plat-
form.

The company was an
early adop te r  o f  the
“ repor t  abuse’ bu t -
ton  after U.K. member
of  par l i ament  Stel la
Creasy received a bar-
rage of rape  and  death
th rea ts  on the p l a t -
form. The  online abuse
was the result of a seem-

Biden pardons former Secret Service agent and 2 others
that provides young
adults with work experi-
ence. Jackson has built
and renovated homes in
his community, which
has a shortage of afford-
able housing.

Civil rights and crimi-
nal justice reform groups
have pushed the White
Monse to commute sen-
tences and work harder
to reduce disparities in
the criminal justice sys-
tem. Biden's grants of
clemency also come as
the administration has
faced coagrrasional scru-
tiny over misconduct and
the treatment of inmates
in the beleaguered fed-
eral Bureau of  Prisons,
which is responsible for
inmates serving sentenc-
es of home confinement.

Biden, as head of
the Senate Judiciary
Committee, helped shep-
herd through the 1994
crime bill that many
criminal justice experts
say contributed to harsh
sentences and m —
incarceration of Bl......
people.

During his 2020 White
House run, Biden vowed
to reduce the number of
people incarcerated in
the U.S. and called for
nonviolent drag offend-
ers to be diverted to drug
courts and treatment.

He also has pushed for
better training for law
enforcement and called
for criminal justice sys-
tem changes to address
disparities that have led
to minorities and the
poor making up 2 dis-
proportionate share of

sentence for a nonvio-
lent drug offense he com-
muted in 2018. He was
also lobbied by celebrity
Kim Kardashian as well
as advisers inside the
White House, including
daughter Ivanka Trump
and son-in-law Jared
Kushner, as he weighed
applications for clemen-
cy.

The Republican used
his pardon authority to
help several political
friends and allies, includ-
ing former campaign
chairman Paul Manafort,
Republican operative
Roger Stone and Charles
Kushner, the father-in-
law of Ivanka Tramp.

Among Tramp’s final
acts as president was par-
doning his former chief
strategist Steve Bannon
and Al Pirro, the hus-
band of Fax News hast
and Trump ally Jeanine
Pinto.

Prosecutors alleged
that Bannon, who had yet

mass to stand trial when he
Black was pardoned, had  duped

thousands of donors who
believed their money
would, be used to fillfill
Trump’s chief campaign
promise to build a wall
along the southern bor-
der. Instead, Bannon
allegedly diverted more
than $x mil] ion, paying
a salary to one campaign
official and personal
expenses for himself.
Firm was convicted in
2000 on tax charges.

With the slate of par-
dons and commutations
announced Tuesday,
Biden has issued more
grants of clemency than
any of the previous five

predecessor, presidents at this point
imp, granted in their terms, according

to the White House.
In addi t ion to the

grants of clemency,
Biden announced several
new initiatives that are
meant to help formerly
incarcerated people gain

are:
— Abraham Solden Sr.,

86, the firat Black Secret
Service agent to serve on
a presidential detail. In
1964, Bolden, who served
on President John F.
Kennedy's detail, fared
federal bribery charges
that he attempted to sell
a copv of a Secret Service
file. His first trial ended
in a bung jury.

Following his convic-
tion in a second trial,
key witnesses admitted
lying at the prosecu-
tor's request. Bolden, of
Chicago, was denied a
retrial and served sever-
al years in federal pris-
on. Bolden has main-
tained his innocence and
wrote a book in which he
argued he was targeted
for speaking nut against
racist and unprofession-
al behavior to the Secret
Service.

— Betty Jo Bogans. 51,
was convicted in 1998 of
possession with intent to
distribute crack cocaine
In Texas after attempting
to transport drugs for her
boyfriend and his accom-
plice. ScgauB, a single
mother with no prior
record, received a sev-
en-year sentence. In the
years since her release
from prison, Bogans has
held consistent employ-
ment, even while under-
going cancer treatment,
and has raised a son.

— Dexter Jackson ,
52, of Athens, Georgia,
was convicted to 2002
for using his pool hall to
facilitate the trafficking
of marijuana. Jacksor
pleaded guilty and
acknowledged he allowed
his business to be used
by marijuana dealers.

After Jackson was
released from prison, he
converted his business
into a cellphone repair
service that  employs
local high school stu-
dents through a program

_ ip a dis-
kson proportionate share of
and the nation’s incarcerated

population.
Biden’s j

Donald Tramp,
143 pardons and elemen-
ey to 237 during his four
years in office.

Trump sought the
advice of prison reform
advocate Alice Johnson,
a Black woman whose life

employment — an issue
that his administration
Is driving home aa key to
lowering crime rates and
preventing recidivism.

The Labor Department
is  directing $140 mil-
lion toward programs
that offer job training,
pre-apprenticeship pro-
grams, digital literacy
training and pre-release
and post-release career
counseling and more for
youth and incarcerated
adults.

The $1 trillion infra-

structure bill passed
by Congress last year
includes a trio of grant
programs that  the admin-
istration says promote
hiring of formerly incar-
cerated individuals. And
the Labor and Justice
Departments announced
an Tuesday a collabora-
tive plan to proride $145
million over the next
year on job skills training
as well as individualized
employment and reentry
plans for people serving
time id the Bureau of

Prisons.
Biden said the new

initiatives are vital to
helping the more than
6<K>,ooo people released
from prison each year get
08 stable ground.

"Helping those who
served their time return
to their families and
become contributing
members of their com-
munities is  one of the
most effective ways to
reduce recidivism and
decrease crime," Biden
said.

By AAMCR MAJDHAK!
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (APJ
— President Joe Siden
has granted the first
three pardons of hla
term, providing clem-
ency to a Kennedy-era
Secret Service agent con-
victed of federal bribery
charges that he tried to
sell a copy of an agency
file and to two people
who were convicted on
drug-related charges but
went on to become pillars
in their communities.',

The Democratic presi-
dent also commuted the
sentences of 75 others for
nonviolent, drag-related
convictions. The White
Hobm announced the
clemencies Tuesday as it
launched a series of job
training and reentry pro-
grams for those in prison
or recently released.

Many of  those who
received commutations
have been serving their
sentences on homo con-
finement during the
COVID-19 pandemte-
Several were serving
lengthy sentences and
would have received
lesser terms had they
been convicted today for
the same offenses as a
result of the 2018 bipar-
tisan Benteacing reform
ushered in to law by the
Trump administration.

“America is  a nation of
laws and second chances.

Public Notice

NYSEG has fried tariff revisions November 25. 2020 with the New York State
PubSc Service Cwnmisston (PSC) far new etectrirrty and natural gas delivery
rales to become effective May 1. 2022 These tariff revisions cover the third
annua! delivery rate increase under the terms of n foree-year rate pton approved
by toe PSC in November 2020 and they include a 538.0 mrflkjn increase Era
steciridty revenue and a $5.3 motion incraass in natural gas revenue.

A reskJenUai electricity customer with an average use of 600 kticwaft-hourshnonth
can expect an average monthly twH increase of $2.42. A residential natural gas
heating customer using 80 thermsrinonm can expect an average monthly bSS
increase nt $1 .20.
Customers may see some charges prorated on your May ar June ten to take into
aecounTarwgy rfefiv'WRd before and after foe new etearierty and natural gas
delivery rates want into effect
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMEPS

Regular Residential Customers: The eleclrfcity delivery charge wiB tacraBsa 0,245
cents per kriowad-haur The per-thetm natural gas deEivwy charge for fee 4-to-50-
therros btorit wiH increase 9.368 cents per toerm and 0.086 carts tor ihs block
rate over 50 therms The etectar customer charge wH increase by $0.95. and the
natural gas customer charge wifi {ncrease'by Si .00.
Day/Night and Trtw>-pf-Uoe Customerrc. The electrioty delivery charge wtH
increase 0 281 cents per kikwatt-txxir for Service Class B and 0,0?2 cents par
kilowatt-hour for Service Class 12. The Service Class 8 customer charge wIS
increase Dy 51.10, and the Service Class 12 customer charge wgl increase by
81.55.
AddHkwsd informstlOT about changes ta realdeniial electricity and natural gas
delivery charges s, averiabte at nyseg.com (cGck on Ihe Account tab and sefect
Electric Pricing’ or ’Natural Gas Pricing* in the "Underatarid Yaur Biir column).

Station," Bid en said in a
statement announcing
the clemencies. ‘Elected
officials on Both sides of
the aisle, faith leaders,
civil rights advocates,
and law enforcement
leaders agree that our
criminal justice system
can and should reflect
these core values that
enable safer and stronger
communities/

Those granted pardons

NONRSSSDCNTIAL CUSTOMERS
informalton about changes in iwnreskfftriferi electricity ouetomar charges,
fiteotaCfty damarto and energy charges (where applicable), natural gas minknum
charges and oatursl gas mean charges is available at nyseg.com.

Changes are also in affect for standby, street fighting and economic devefopment
rates. Ptease check page 2 of yow tea foe bill messages and nysag.com for
rtetaterf information

Regarding energy supply If you purchase energy supply from NYSEG. your price
will conKnua to be based w> market prices: it you purchase your energy supply
tram a supplier other than NYSEG (also known as an energy services company
or ESCO), your energy supply price depends on your agreement with your
ESCO
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