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Dycar Mr. Tatka,

The staff of the Deparunent of Public Service ts considering the grounding and bonding matters
presented by Verizon Mew York Ine."s (Vertzon's) fiber-to-the premises service, offered under
the brand name Fi0O8, We carcfully reviewed the Mational Electrical Code, letters froms the
manuiacturers of various fiber electronic devices and optical network terminals (ONT,
installation instroctions affixed to the eguipment, and Verzon'™s methods amd procedures for
installing the devices {atached).

Verizon and the stalf differ on the appropriate inlerpretation of ihe code and request
Underwriters Laboratories Ine, (1LY conduct an appropriate evaluation of the following question
and provide to the Department a written analysis of its Huodings:

We reguest UL provide analysis and conduct any appropriate testing 1o determine if the
grounding options 13 and 2} below, described more fully in the attached M&Ps, provide a means
of grounding/bonding a fiber-to-the-premises system. The grounding would be inclusive of any
adached devices, cables, installatdon, methods of application, and expected uses, where the
Optical Network Terminal and alf attached devices and cables are installed wholly within either s
single-family unit or multiple dwelling unit. The guestion is whether either of the grounding
methods Bsted below are compliant with the NEC or offer an equivalens level of protection:

- A Mthree-prong” electrieal cord bult o the ONT, plugged into 4 grovnded AT oudet or
A TH-442 Signal Grounding Module plugged into 3 grounded AU outlet that mcludes a
10 AW egquipment grounding conductor van from the grounding lug ¢ the TH-442 10
the grounding fug of the ONT.
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The conditions of use and application of the devices as per the attached M&Ps would be for the
graunding/honding of the Optical Nerwork Tenminal (ONT) equipment and ail
telecommmunications or coaxial cables, lelevision receiving u;gui-prrmni and other devives that
may be expected w0 be attached to them in g system, with special consideration being given 1
comiial cables that are used only within the confines of an SFU or MDU thar might bouse the
ONT,
Given the public safety responsibilities of the Departroent and the iraportant business interests of
Verizon, we request o gquick sssessment of the situation. UL will be able (o conduet ficld
evabuations of systems that have beert instatled v accordance with Verizon's M&Ps.

Verizon has agreed 1o compensaie UL for the costs involved: however, the overall evaluation s
to be conducied on behalf of the Department acting i is role as the authority having
jurisdiction. Ii is our objective © complete this review as soon as possible, but no ater than
September 22, 2008,

Please provide a response 1o this request as 5000 ax possible detatling L s willingness and
abulity to percform the evaluation within the constraints described above.

in order to dirinish the pn'\}sibiiity that parties 1o the Commission proceeding might question the
mdependence of the analysis and findings, all requests for informaton or commmnications
should be through Chad Hume of the statf (318.474-1839). 1 reguest that the UL analvsis
represent tiat as of the date of this lefter UL has not communicated with Verizon on this master
exoept with notice to the Departrent. Also, 1 ask that the analysis state whether Yerizon has
asked UL for any similar opinion.
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