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November 19, 2025 

 
EDR Historic Preservation Project Manager 
EDR Hoffman Falls Wind Project 
Cultural Resources Mitigation and Offset Plan 

  

Dear  

Please consider this letter of request for funding from the Nelson Preservation Associates 
(NPA), a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, to participate in the EDR Historic Preservation 
mitigation project for the Hoffman Falls Wind Project.   We are specifically requesting 
funding to support any of three areas of critical restoration and maintenance repairs 
scheduled for a 200+ year old tavern building now known as the Old Drovers Tavern (ODT).  
Formerly owned by Assemblyman , this property was acquired by NPA to 
preserve not only its historical and architectural value, but also to restore its historic role as 
a community resource offering food, drink and entertainment to residents and visitors.   
Located on the designated NYS Scenic Byway of Route 20 within the Town of Nelson, in 
Madison County, this property is a major contributor to not only the architectural 
landscape but has already demonstrated its potential to be a strong economic engine for 
its community.  

The Old Drovers Tavern (ODT) is physically located at 3307 State Route 20 East, intersecting 
with Erieville Road/Nelson Road, the busiest crossroads within the Town of Nelson.  It has 
been determined eligible for listing in the S/NRHP by NYSHPO.   
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We have three projects for which we seek funding from the EDR, detailed below: (all costs 
noted below are based on personal quotes by qualified contractors or have been derived 
from the RS Means Construction Calculation Standards.) 

1. FURNACE CHIMNEY REPAIRS:   The heating plant for this building is 20 years old 
and was not adequately managed or maintained for several years.  Each year, as 
time and money has allowed, we have conducted a series of preventative 
maintenance steps to improve its performance, cost effectiveness, and safety.  This 
past month the chimney was inspected by a certified professional and found to 
have a heavily compromised ceramic liner, rendering it no longer code-compliant.  
Remediation options and cost estimates have been reviewed; projected repair 
expense is between $3,800 (clay lining) to $4,600 (stainless steel).   
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2. DRAINAGE MITIGATION: This property is in an area historically called the Nelson 
Flats, constructed through a small valley which includes a large wetland.  Since the 
early 1800s, each generation of road improvement generated a loss in relative 
elevation for the tavern foundations, to the point where today it sits two feet well 
below grade. Combine that with additionally widening of lanes, corners and 
increased shoulder widths, current grading at the southwest corner of the tavern is 
wholly insufficient for the annual water load expected to drain. This has negatively 
affected the sills and foundation stonework for at least the last 150 years.   

 

 

 

 

 

In July 2024, the west side of the tavern was struck by a speeding car.  Damage 
assessments and subsequent repairs isolated to the crash site revealed extensive 
sill rot along the entire western wall, as well as extensive masonry damage from 
years of water penetration, freeze/thaw cycles and ground subsidence.  Masonry 
problems have been addressed by a master preservation mason this past summer.   
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Our next critical care and structural stabilization are as follows: 

DRAINAGE LINES 

Installation of inground drainage lines connecting the southwest property 
corner to an active drainage swale at the northwest end of the property.  
Estimates for material costs, excavations and regrading have been received, 
including consideration for some in-kind contribution of professional labor 
and equipment time: $5,600.   
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SILL PLATE REMEDIATION/REPLACEMENT 

Several timber framing construction teams have been contacted, including 
local traditional Amish tradesmen and other members of the Timber Framers 
Guild concerning conditions.  Cost estimates for 290 linear feet of suitable 
timber frame replacements are calculated to be between $100-120/ft, an 
expected total of between $29,000-35,000. 

To access the south sill plate, we must first remove a concrete slab walkway 
installed across the main front facing Route 20 sometime in the 1920-30s.  
This feature is actively contributing to sill rot as it has rotated inward causing 
rain and snow to flow directly across the sill face.  Cost estimate for removal 
and disposal by contractor: $1,350. 
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3. ENERGY CONSERVATION: Over its history, the Old Drovers Tavern has installed a 
wide variety of window styles, sizes, shapes and locations.  Our goal is to gradually 
restore them each to their appearance as documented in 1870 when the James 
family converted the tavern into a dry goods store and tin smith shop.  Our first goal 
is to improve the energy efficiency of the first-floor windows; a grouping of three 
double hung sashes and five large multipaned commercial display windows.  These 
are original single glazed windows which will be restored individually, but they do 
not have any exterior storms and require annual application of shrink plastic to 
create an airtight seal and heat loss buffer.  Our goal is to outfit each first-floor 
window with interior pressure fitting inserts (such as Indow or others). Cost estimate 
for this is: $7,640. 
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Stone Quarry Art Park -1- 

Request for support 

Located at one of the highest elevations in Madison County, the views from atop the hill at Stone 
Quarry Art Park are a major draw for visitors of the 100-acre art space. Each year Stone Quarry 
welcomes around 10,000 visitors to its grounds, the former home of artist Dorothy Riester, to 
experience art and the outdoors. Stone Quarry provides funding and lodging to artists as they 
create experimental and thought-provoking works on the grounds. The work of these artists is what 
makes Stone Quarry a well-known and highly celebrated tourist destination, recreational resource, 
educational asset, historical site, and inspiration. 

With prominent views of the current windmills located in Fenner and the water tower located in 
Nelson, it is very likely that many of the windmills constructed by the Hoffman Falls Wind Project 
will be visible from the hilltop at Stone Quarry Art Park and its National Register listed Dorothy 
Riester House and Studio. 

Stone Quarry appreciates the opportunity to apply for mitigation funding. The project outlined 
below would allow Stone Quarry to catalog and digitize its Riester Archives and art collection. The 
project would provide public access to these resources through a web-based platform integrated 
with Stone Quarry’s website. 

Stone Quarry developed a digital catalog platform through CollectiveAccess in 2021 and has been 
working with a Museum Studies class at Syracuse University to digitize the archival material of its 
founder, artist Dorothy Rietser as well as to document all past and current outdoor artworks. 
However, with no dedicated staff for this project and intermittent offering of the digitization class, 
the project has been slow. Mitigation funding for this work would ensure the completion of the 
project. 

• $7,500- to hire a dedicated staff person to digitize the archival materials (30 weeks x 10 
hours/week x $25/hour)

• $5,000- to develop the “front end” public facing digital catalog and integrate it with the 
Stone Quarry website with CollectiveAccess developer Whirl-i-gig

• $2,500-project administration and supervision by Stone Quarry’s existing CEO and Artistic 
Director



Stone Quarry Art Park -2- 
 

Additional Historical context 

 
Aerial image of Stone Quarry Hill looking north toward Cazenovia Lake, photo credit: Laura Reeder 

 

Stone Quarry Art Park is a 501(c)3 private not-for-profit located in the Town of Cazenovia, about 
one mile east of the village of Cazenovia. Founded in 1991 by artist Dorothy Riester and her 
husband Robert Riester, Stone Quarry’s land encompasses around 100-acres of meadows, forests, 
and hayfields and includes several historic resources. The property of Stone Quarry Art Park 
includes a small limestone quarry, utilized in the late 1800s for the stone foundations of several 
homes in the area. Further south on Stone Quarry Road and to the left of the entrance drive for 
Stone Quarry, are remnants of the Mary Hackley homestead. The foundation and cistern of this 
early 1900s dairy farm are visible to Park visitors and stand as a reminder of an era of history when 
single women were only allowed to purchase land as widows. 

Dorothy and her husband Robert Riester purchased the land of Stone Quarry Hill in the late 1950s 
and established a summer home (Hilltop House) and artist studio (A-frame) at the property’s 
highest elevation. Their home was and remains unique. Designed by Dorothy in the mid-century 
modern aesthetic, the Hilltop House and A-frame embrace rural, wooded surrounds. Large 
expanses of Northern facing windows celebrate the outdoors and look out on views of Oneida and 
Cazenovia Lake.  



Stone Quarry Art Park -3- 
 

 
View from the Hilltop House looking north at Cazenovia Lake, photo credit: Sayward Schoonmaker 

 

In 1991, the Riester’s founded Stone Quarry Art Park as a means of transforming their private home 
and land into an outdoor art space for all. In 2014, the Hilltop House and A-frame were listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places as the Dorothy Riester Home and Studio. In 2019, Stone Quarry 
was invited to join the Historic Artists’ Homes and Studios, a program of the National Trust for 
Historic Places. (https://artistshomes.org/sites/stone-quarry-art-park-dorothy-riester-house-and-
studio/)  

Today, Stone Quarry utilizes the historic a-frame artist studio for its offices/visitor center and 
provides public access to the Hilltop House through summer art programs.  
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The Hilltop House activated during a summer program, phot credit: Aurelio Aguirre 

 





 
 
South Cemetery 
 
The South Cemetery is owned by the Town of Cazenovia and located on Number Nine Road.  
Deterioration of the brick pillars marking entrances to the cemetery has been an ongoing 
concern for maintaining the hallowed ground. When reviewing options for repair of the pillars, it 
became clear the row of sugar maples looming large over them are in an equal state of decline.  
Mitigating the potential hazards from the trees to passing motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians, as 
well as any newly constructed entrances, is an additional priority. 
 
This project will include removal and replacement of the trees and repair of the historic brick 
pillars. 
 
Total project cost is $56,075.  Quotes and photos are attached. 
 
New Woodstock Heritage Park 
 
The New Woodstock Heritage Park is owned by the Town of Cazenovia and located at the site 
of the former New Woodstock Hotel built in 1818.  The building served a variety of purposes and 
was ultimately torn down in 1973.  The park includes signage that details the important history 
of the site.  However, the sign requires a new structure in order to stand up to the elements and 
provide a more prominent display.  The town has worked in phases to improve this park and this 
element will complement other recent and upcoming upgrades. 
 
This project will include building a raised planter, framework, and roof for the existing sign. 
 
Total project cost is $5,500.  Attachments include a photo of the existing sign, a model for the 
proposed new framework and roof (modeled after a similar display within the town), 
specifications for the structure, and a map that highlights the sign location. 





Remove Tree Take down with Large DBH and remove generated debris from the 

tree

Replacement Planting Optional  Declined

Tree Replacement Planting: Prepare site and plant (2) 2" Caliper Red Maples on 

either side of brick pillars

1 $ 2,200.00

Please use the checkbox to mark items as accepted.

Photos

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Thank you for Choosing Walker Tree Care Inc.! 

All work will be completed in accordance with these plans unless subsequent  

changes are agreed upon in writing. 

Walker Tree Care Inc. assumes no responsibility for what may be underground in  

your yard or under paved driveways. Customer agrees that the Company shall not  

be responsible for repairing or compensating for any such damage, including but not  

limited to depressions in lawns or driveways, unless otherwise agreed to in writing. 

The Customer accepts full responsibility for any resulting restoration or repair. If the  

Customer requires the use of ground protection mats or other special protective  

measures, this must be requested in advance and may incur additional charges. 

Walker Tree Care Inc. assumes no responsibility for what may be underground in  

your yard or under paved driveways. 

Any changes to the job on site may result in a change of price. Prices are  

guaranteed if accepted within 30 Days. Invoice balances not paid by the due date  

are subject to late fees. By Signing this proposal, you are agreeing to these Terms &  

Conditions Walker Tree Care Inc. has outlined below. 

Signature

Please sign here to accept the terms and conditions

SUBTOTAL

SALES TAX

TOTAL

DEPOSIT AMOUNT (25.0%)

Date:x

 

Sales Reps

Walker Tree Care Inc. | www.walkertreecare.com |
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South Cemetery Photos 

     

*Please see photos of trees that need to be removed within the Walker Tree Care quote. 

 

 











‭December 16, 2025‬

‭Dear ‬

‭Please accept the following as a collaborative request of the Towns of Eaton, Fenner, Nelson‬
‭and Smithfield, NY for funding through the Cultural Resources Mitigation and Offset‬
‭Plan/Program.‬

‭The four municipalities will receive the bulk of installation of the Hoffman Falls Wind Project. Our‬
‭rural communities will have their vistas again impacted by construction of many turbines. These‬
‭units will be even taller than the previous ones, and even closer to buildings.‬

‭The Historic Resources Study Area identifies the impact of the wind farm and includes the‬
‭Village of Morrisville (Eaton), Crossroad of Fenner (Fenner), Main Street of Nelson (Nelson) and‬
‭Hamlet of Peterboro (Smithfield). Collectively these four municipalities have listed on the‬
‭National Register of Historic Places the following:‬

‭●‬ ‭Morrisville Engine House (Morrisville, Town of Eaton)‬
‭●‬ ‭Madison Hall (Morrisville, Town of Eaton)‬
‭●‬ ‭Morrisville Public Library (Morrisville, Town of Eaton)‬
‭●‬ ‭First National Bank of Morrisville (Morrisville, Town of Eaton)‬
‭●‬ ‭Nelson Methodist Episcopal Church (Town of Nelson)‬
‭●‬ ‭Nelson Welsh Congregational Church (Town of Nelson)‬
‭●‬ ‭Smithfield Community Center (Peterboro, Town of Smithfield)‬
‭●‬ ‭Hamlet District (In process - Peterboro, Town of Smithfield)‬
‭●‬ ‭Home for Madison County Destitute Children, aka Peterboro Area Historic Museum (in‬

‭process - Peterboro, Town of Smithfield)‬

‭Additional, designated as a National Historic Landmark - the Gerrit Smith Estate National‬
‭Historic Landmark (Peterboro, Town of Smithfield)‬







‭HISTORIC BUILDING FUND‬

‭Our historic buildings have many projects identified such as (all scoped according to the‬
‭Secretary of the Interior Standards for Historic Rehabilitation):‬

‭●‬ ‭Repairs & replacement of historic windows‬
‭●‬ ‭Installation of wood window storms‬
‭●‬ ‭Installation of heat/AC/dehumidification systems‬
‭●‬ ‭Installation of fire/smoke notification‬
‭●‬ ‭Exterior maintenance - repairs/replacement of siding, prep & paint‬
‭●‬ ‭Foundation repointing and repair‬
‭●‬ ‭Our needs list is exhaustive! Each municipality has multiple quotes from contractors from‬

‭years of grant requests to support the work list and the scope budget(s).‬













‭A historic building fund for our municipalities would provide longevity to these structures that our‬
‭small communities grew around and continue to provide a sense of place.‬

‭CEMETERY STABILIZATION & RESTORATION FUND‬

‭Part of the historic past of our landscape is our cemeteries. They hold the very founders and‬
‭namesakes of our roads and places. Many of our burial spaces are losing historic stones and‬
‭have no future funding to continue professional work to right stones, document graves, and‬
‭capture and document the information at hand for the future.‬

‭Collectively our municipalities have identified the following cemeteries to be included in our‬
‭proposed Cemetery Stabilization and Restoration Program:‬

‭Town of Eaton:‬
‭●‬ ‭Leland’s‬
‭●‬ ‭Old West Eaton aka Tayntor‬

‭Town of Fenner:‬
‭●‬ ‭Ballou‬
‭●‬ ‭Gamlin‬
‭●‬ ‭Munger‬
‭●‬ ‭Needham‬
‭●‬ ‭Wilson‬
‭●‬ ‭Lyon’s or Wyss‬
‭●‬ ‭Perryville‬

‭Town of Nelson:‬
‭●‬ ‭Bliss‬
‭●‬ ‭Payne‬
‭●‬ ‭Tuscarora‬

‭Town of Smithfield:‬
‭●‬ ‭Former Baptist‬
‭●‬ ‭Peterboro‬

‭We have budgeted for this fund based on previous work completed by Riegel Restorations,‬
‭Sydney NY at the Baptist Peterboro Cemetery. We used a blended rate per stone (damage‬
‭varies) and a loose count of existing stones.‬







‭CAPACITY:‬

‭Each municipality on their own has a track record of completing funded projects. As a collective,‬
‭we stand even stronger in our capabilities.  Our proposed funding request would be allocated‬
‭and managed by representatives of each municipality - we would choose a lead who would be‬
‭responsible for developing activities such as detailed scope & budget, contractors, schedule and‬
‭close out. Our goal is to share the funding across the most impacted communities of the‬
‭Hoffman Falls Wind Project, to complete as many projects as possible.‬

‭OF MERIT:‬

‭The Gerrit Smith Estate National Historic Landmark (GSENHL) is one of five anchor sites in the‬
‭developing Harriet Tubman Corridor (to become Byway), linking New York State thru New‬
‭Jersey and Pennsylvania to Maryland and the existing Harriet Tubman Corridor.‬



‭The Smithfield Community Center and the GSENHL are both included on the (Federal) Path to‬
‭Freedom Trail and the (NYS) Underground Railroad Trail. Both buildings have received and‬
‭managed multiple grant programs to complete work over more than three decades. Funding‬
‭from NYSHPO, NYS Environmental Fund, Federal Environmental Protection Fund, CNY‬
‭Community Foundation, NYS Housing & Community Development, Preservation League of‬
‭NYS to name a few.‬

‭Our request, for our four municipalities and the two programs proposed - Historic Building Fund‬
‭and Cemetery Stabilization and Restoration Fund is Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars‬
‭($250,000).‬

‭This request represents a tiny fraction of the return on investment Liberty Renewables will‬
‭generate as our scenic rural landscape is punctured by their towering wind turbines. Our‬
‭community and residential views will all be framed by the large monolithic machines sounding in‬
‭our backgrounds for decades. Our request is a small investment to return and protect value to‬
‭important places and spaces in our affected communities.‬











‭Town of Eaton‬

‬
‭Town of Fenner‬

‬
‭Town of Nelson‬

‬
‭Town of Smithfield‬



 
Town of Madison Historian 
7358 Route 20 
Madison, NY 13402 
 

 
 

 
Re: Indian Opening Cemetery 250th Restoration 
 
Dear  

The Town of Madison Supervisor,  has agreed on the behalf of the Board 
Council Members to be the municipality to receive and support funding for the 
abandoned Indian Opening Cemetery. The Highway Department mows the cemetery 
and may be able to offer their services filling in woodchuck holes, etc. 

There will be additional projects in this cemetery after this initial phase is completed 
including wrought iron repair around two family plots, fencing across the front and 
careful grading of the land after woodchucks and their tunnels are removed. We have to 
take on this responsibility in stages, starting with the gravesite stones. 

This ambitious restoration initiative represents an essential step in safeguarding the 
cultural and genealogical heritage of the Indian Opening Cemetery. It is indeed, the 
most neglected cemetery in the area. With your support, we hope to return the grounds 
to a respectful, stable, and historically accurate condition that honors those interred and 
preserves this landmark for future generations. It will require a combination of funding 
and volunteerism. We appreciate your consideration of this project and look forward to 
the possibility of working together to ensure its success. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Town of Madison Historian 

315-729-8323 

 



Project: Indian Opening Cemetery 250th Restoration Project 

Indian Opening Road, Madison, NY 

Coordinates: 42.90534, -75.51849 

Estimated Project Cost: $20,000 

This is an ambitious restoration plan for the historic Indian Opening Cemetery in the 
Town of Madison, NY. This important site, from 1807 holds the remains of 421 souls. A 
descendant of the Mayflower, founders of Madison, an 1812 soldier, at least nine 
Revolutionary War soldiers and Civil War soldiers are buried there. It is in urgent need 
of preservation attention. Nearly two thirds of the headstones require some form of 
treatment—ranging from basic cleaning to standing, repairing, or resetting broken 
stones. The cost for 50 new bases poured is approximately $200 per headstone (total 
$10,000), whether they are ground held or set in key-slotted bases. Cost of the 
biodegradable cleaner is $80 per gallon, an estimated total cost of $3,250. Labor costs 
can be saved by training volunteers to clean the gravestones by an experienced 
restorer who has done many cemeteries in our area. Piecing back broken stones, 
resetting and restoring can cost up to $500 each for five of the tall, oblisk-shaped 
monuments (estimate $2,500). This would be done by professionals. 

Additional work within the project scope would include woodchuck eradication and 
backfilling of their extensive burrows. Additionally, trees have to be removed that are 
dislodging the stones (estimate: $4,250). 

 




