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Catholics have long
been a pivotal swing vote
in U.S. presidential con-
tests, with a majority
backing the winner, Re-
publican or Democrat,
almost every election. In a
new ABC News/ Washing-
ton Post poll released
Sunday, 51 percent of
white Catholics supported
former Vice President Joe
Biden, compared to 45
percent backing President
Donald J. Trump. The poll
found only two Democrats
performed as well with
white Catholics in the past
44 years, and both were
winners: Jimmy Carter in
1976 and Bill Clinton in
1996.

In a late-September
Siena Research Institute
poll of the presidential
race in New York, Biden
led Trump 50-43 percent
among respondents who
identified themselves as
Catholic. The Democrat
enjoyed significantly
wider leads over the in-
cumbent among Jewish
respondents (74-24 per-
cent) and Protestants
(54-37 percent). Among
all voters, the New York
poll showed Biden led
Trump by a margin of
more than 2-to-1 (61-29
percent).

While Republicans have
often taken stances sup-
porting policies like
prayer in schools and the
party is aligned with the
anti-abortion movement,
Biden has been outspoken
about his own Catholic
faith on the campaign
trail, a factor that may
help him reach more mod-
erate voters than other
Democratic candidates,
although he favors abor-
tion rights. His running
mate, U.S. Sen. Kamala
Harris, D-Calif., is Baptist.

Biden said Monday of
Barrett, “I don’t think
there should be any ques-
tions about her faith.”

While Trump supports
religious causes and reaps
evangelical support, the
president is far less public
in his religious habits than
Biden is. He is Presbyteri-
an, but associates with a
range of religious groups.
Vice President Mike
Pence, an evangelical
Christian and former
Catholic, is deeply reli-
gious. And in a sense, the
third member of the
Trump ticket in the final
countdown to Election
Day is Barrett, a devout,
practicing Catholic, an
alumna of Notre Dame
University and a law pro-
fessor there.

If confirmed, Barrett
will be one of six Catholics
serving on the nine-mem-
ber Supreme Court.

“There were moments
in time in American histo-
ry where there never
would have even been
considered — to have a
Catholic candidate for
president, to have a Cath-
olic (Supreme Court)
nominee,” said Jennifer
McLaughlin, instructor of
history at Connecticut’s
Sacred Heart University.
“That’s significant about
the way the status of
American Catholics have
changed over time.”

Barrett’s faith has
drawn particular attention
after recent reporting on
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her ties to a charismatic
Christian group called
People of Praise in South
Bend, Ind. The group
espouses deeply conserva-
tive stances on the role of
women in society and gave
some of its female leaders,
including Barrett, the title
of “handmaid.” The group
ditched that term due to
the popularity of the TV
adaptation of Margaret
Atwood’s dystopian novel
“The Handmaid’s Tale,”
set in a totalitarian state
where women are en-
slaved as breeders for the
ruling class.

“There were many
groups that sprang up in
the 1970s that were sort of
intense groups — practic-
ing faith, engaging lay
people,” said Nancy Dalla-
valle, associate professor

of religious studies at
Fairfield University.
“Some of that terminology
is outdated, as that group
itself has recognized, so I
don’t think we should do a
lot of lurid speculation
about a specific member-
ship that she has.”

In the Senate Judiciary
hearings, Republicans
claimed Democrats
viewed Barrett’s faith as a
liability that would cloud
her legal judgment. They
reminded viewers of Dem-
ocratic Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein’s observation that
the “dogma lives loudly
within you” during Bar-
rett’s 2017 confirmation to
the Seventh Circuit Court
of Appeals.

Republicans also
brought up questions
asked of another judicial

nominee by Sens. Kamala
Harris, D-Calif., and Ma-
zie Hirono, D-Hawaii,
about his involvement in
the Knights of Columbus,
and some of that Catholic
group’s stances.

“This pattern and prac-
tice of religious bigotry —
because that’s what it is,
when you tell somebody
they are too Catholic to be
on the bench, when you
say they will be a Catholic
judge, not an American
judge — that is bigotry,”
said Sen. Josh Hawley,
R-Mo. “The practice of
bigotry from members of
this committee must stop
and I would expect that it
be renounced.”

Under questioning from
Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah,
Barrett stated that her
religious views and per-

sonal convictions have not
prevented her from com-
pleting her duties as a
judge. She said, “We knew
that our faith would be
caricatured” when she was
nominated for the posi-
tion. She repeated during
the hearing that she af-
firms the right to life from
conception to natural
death, a position tradi-
tionally embraced by the
Catholic Church.
Democrats steered
away from direct com-
ments or questions about
Barrett’s religious practic-
es, choosing instead to
focus on the possibility
that her confirmation
could lead to the court’s
conservative majority
striking down the Afford-
able Care Act and its pro-
tections for people with

pre-existing medical con-
ditions — a topic that’s far
more likely to place Bar-
rett and her Republican
supporters on the defen-
sive.

But Democrats did ask
her about her anti-abor-
tion views and how they
intersected with her legal
work, and attempted —
largely without success —
to get her to answer ques-
tions about Roe v. Wade,
the decision that legalized
abortion across the na-
tion.

Sen. Richard Blumen-
thal, D-Conn., who
pressed Barrett on her
past pro-life statements,
clarified he was purely
interested in her legal
views and said, “I detest
and oppose any religious
test” before diving in.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Case No. 19-T-0549 - Application of LS Power Grid New York, LLC, LS Power Grid New York Corporation |, and the
New York Power Authority for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need Pursuant to Article VII for
Edic/Marcy to New Scotland; Princetown to Rotterdam Project

NOTICE OF FILING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION PLAN FOR SEGMENT II

OF THE MARCY TO NEW SCOTLAND UPGRADE PROJECT

On or about October 15, 2020, LS Power Grid New York, LLC, LS Power Grid New York Corporation |, and the New

York Power Authority (collectively, the “Applicant”) will file, or has filed a proposed Environmental Management and
Construction Plan for Segment Il (the “EM&CP”) of the Marcy to New Scotland Upgrade Project (the “Project”) with the
New York State Public Service Commission (“Commission”).

The Project, which is anticipated to be constructed predominantly within approximately 93 miles of existing utility-
owned transmission line corridor, includes the following components: (1) upgrades to the Marcy and Edic substations;

(2) reconductoring, involving the replacement of two circuits of 230 kV transmission line with two circuits of 345 kV
transmission line on existing structures, extending for approximately 13 miles from the Edic substation; (3) removal of two
existing single circuit 230 kV transmission lines on H-frame structures, and replacement with a new 345 kV double circuit
transmission line on steel monopoles, extending for approximately 55 miles (with the exception of up to two segments
where the double circuit lines may split into single circuits); (4) construction of a new 345 kV substation in the Town of
Princetown; (5) removal of two existing single circuit 230 kV transmission lines on H-frame structures, and replacement
with two new single circuit 345 kV transmission lines on steel monopoles between the new Princetown substation and
Rotterdam 345 kV (a/k/a Gordon Road) substation, extending for approximately 5 miles, one of which will connect to the
new Princetown substation and the other will loop in the Edic portion of the existing Edic to New Scotland 345 kV line; (6)
construction of the new 345/230/115 kV Gordon Road substation adjacent to the existing Rotterdam substation yard and
upgrades at the existing Rotterdam substation; (7) construction of a new double circuit 345 kV transmission line on steel
monopoles between the new Princetown substation and the New Scotland substation, extending for approximately 20

miles, rebuild of an existing single circuit 345 kV transmission line on new steel monopoles starting at the new Princetown
substation and extending approximately 6 miles southward in that same corridor, and partial removal and/or removal from
service of the existing Rotterdam to New Scotland 115 kV line in a portion of that same corridor; and (8) upgrades to the
existing New Scotland substation. EM&CPs for the Project are planned to be submitted in segments to permit construction
of certain Project facilities during New York Independent System Operator approved transmission system outages. The
EM&CP for Segment Il generally includes Project elements (4) and (7) described above.

The Project is needed to address Segment A of the Public Policy Transmission Need (“PPTN") recognized by the
Commission in its December 17, 2015 Order in Case 12-T-0502, which order identified a public policy need to expand
transmission capacity between power generation sources and consumers on New York's electric transmission system.

EM&CP

The EM&CP describes the construction procedures and environmental protection measures proposed to be used for the
Project. The Applicant developed the EM&CP'’s environmental protection measures related to the clearing of vegetation,
stream and wetland crossings, and water quality certification in coordination with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and the New York State Department of Public Service staff. The Applicant also developed
agricultural protection measures in coordination with the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets,
consulted with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation regarding archaeological and
historical protection measures, and consulted with the New York State Department of Transportation on transportation-
related matters.

The EM&CP includes information regarding the specific location of the proposed construction procedures and
environmental protection measures to be implemented for the activities covered under Segment Il of the Project.

An electronic version of the EM&CP will be available on the Commission’s Document and Matter Management page for
this case at on.ny.gov/30wYSrU. The EM&CP can also be found by visiting the Commission’s web site (www.dps.ny.gov),
clicking the “Search” tab, and entering “19-T-0549” in the “Search by Case Number” box.

The EM&CP will also be available for public inspection during normal business hours at the following locations:

Local Libraries

Holland Patent Free Library
9580 Main Street
Holland Patent, NY 13354

Utica Public Library
303 Genesee Street
Utica, NY 13501

Frankfort Free Library
123 South Frankfort Street
Frankfort, NY 13340

llion Free Public Library
78 West Street
llion, NY 13357

Weller Library
41 West Main Street
Mohawk, NY 13407

Jordanville Public Library
189 Main Street
Jordanville, NY 13361

Little Falls Public Library
10 Waverly Place
Little Falls, NY 13365

Fort Hunter Free Library
167 Fort Hunter Road
Amsterdam, NY 12010

Canajoharie Library & Art Gallery
2 Erie Boulevard
Canajoharie, NY 13317

Frothingham Free Library
28 West Main Street
Fonda, NY 12068

Fort Plain Free Library
19 Willett Street
Fort Plain, NY 13339

Rotterdam Branch Library
1100 North Westcott Road
Schenectady, NY 12306

Bethlehem Public Library
451 Delaware Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054

Guilderland Public Library
2228 Western Avenue
Guilderland, NY 12084

Altamont Free Library
179 Main Street
Altamont, NY 12009

Voorheesville Public Library
51 School Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186

COMMENTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION

Any person may be heard by the Commission on any matter or objection regarding the EM&CP by filing written comments
with both the Secretary and the Applicant (at the addresses immediately below) within 30 days of the date the proposed
EM&CP was filed with the Commission, or within 30 days of the date of the newspaper publication of a copy of the EM&CP
Filing Notice, whichever is later. Comments on subsequent material modifications to the EM&CP, made in response to the
aforementioned written comments, shall be permitted within 15 days of service by electronic means of said modifications.
The comment period shall not exceed a total of 45 days. Please reference Case 19-T-0549 when making any comments or
requesting further information regarding the Project.

Any person desiring additional information with respect to a specific geographical location or specific subject or a copy of
the EM&CP may request it from the Applicant using the contact information provided below.

Hon. Michelle L. Phillips

Secretary, NYS Public Service Commission
Empire State Plaza, Agency Building 3
Albany, NY 12223-1350

Phone: 518-474-6530

Fax: 518-486-6081

Email: secretary@dps.ny.gov

Attn: Casey Carroll

LS Power Grid New York

1700 Broadway, 35th Floor
New York, NY 10019

Phone: 518-888-2047

Email: ccarroll@LSPower.com
www.LSPGridNewYork.com
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'THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ANNA MONEYMAKER/NEW YORK TIMES

National Security Adviser Robert O’Brien speaks at
a news conference at the White House on Sept. 4.
Two Americans held hostage by Iran-backed Houthi
fighters in Yemen were released on Wednesday in
a deal brokered by the Trump administration and
the government of Oman, according to a senior
administration official.

Houthi rebels free 2 American hostages

BY MICHAEL CROWLEY
AND ADAM GOLDMAN
New York Times Service

WASHINGTON — Two
Americans held hostage by
Iran-backed Houthi fight-
ers in Yemen were released
Wednesday in a deal bro-
kered by the Trump admin-
istration and the government
of Oman, according to a se-
nior administration official.

Sandra Loli, an aid work-
er, had been held in the
war-ravaged country for 16
months; and Mikael Gidada,
abusinessman, had also been
held for a lengthy period.
They were released as part
of an agreement under which
about 240 Houthis in Oman,
many of them former armed
combatants originally cap-
tured by Saudi Arabia, were
allowed to return to Yemen.

Houthi leaders also re-
leased the remains of a third
American, Bilal Fateen, a
Yemeni dual national who
died of natural causes while
in captivity.

“Our family is filled with
immense relief and gratitude
that Sam — a beloved wife,
mother, daughter, sister and
friend — has been released
and reunited with her fami-
ly,” said Loli’s husband, Rich-
ard Boni, in a statement. He
described Loli as “stable and
in good spirits.”

Freeing Americans held
abroad has been a top pri-
ority for President Donald
Trump and his national secu-
rity adviser, Robert O’Brien,
who previously served as
Trump’s chief hostage ne-
gotiator. In a brief statement,
O’Brien thanked the sultan of

Oman and the king of Sau-
di Arabia “for their efforts
to secure the release of our
citizens.”

The Houthis were flown
home through Saudi Arabian
airspace, a conciliatory ges-
ture from the Saudi kingdom
given that Saudi Arabia has
been waging a military cam-
paign against the Houthis,
who toppled Yemen’s gov-
ernment in January 2015.

Since then, Yemen has
been embroiled in a grueling
civil war that has deepened
its economic desolation and
produced widespread hunger
and disease. Saudi Arabia
and its partners in the con-
flict in the Gulf Arab region
blame their enemy, Iran, for
backing the Houthis and fir-
ing missiles into Saudi terri-
tory from Yemen.

Mohammed Abdul-Salam,
a high-ranking Houthi offi-
cial, said that about 240 Ye-
menis who had been stuck
in Oman had arrived in the
Yemeni capital, Sanaa, on
two Omani jets.

Abdul-Salam told Al Ma-
sirah, a Houthi-run television
station, that the returnees
included wounded Yemenis
who had originally traveled
to Oman for medical treat-
ment and Houthis who had
gone there to participate in
peace talks.

The Saudi-led coalition
that has been battling the
Houthis since 2015 controls
Yemen’s airspace and has
forced the closure of many
of its airports to commer-
cial traffic, making it hard
for Yemenis stuck outside
the country to return home.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Case No. 19-T-0549 - Application of LS Power Grid New York, LLC, LS Power Grid New York Corporation |, and the
New York Power Authority for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need Pursuant to Article VIl for
Edic/Marcy to New Scotland; Princetown to Rotterdam Project

NOTICE OF FILING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION PLAN FOR SEGMENT I
OF THE MARCY TO NEW SCOTLAND UPGRADE PROJECT

On or about October 15, 2020, LS Power Grid New York, LLC, LS Power Grid New York Corporation |, and the New

York Power Authority (collectively, the “Applicant”) will file, or has filed a proposed Environmental Management and
Construction Plan for Segment Il (the “EM&CP"”) of the Marcy to New Scotland Upgrade Project (the “Project”) with the
New York State Public Service Commission (“Commission”).

The Project, which is anticipated to be constructed predominantly within approximately 93 miles of existing utility-
owned transmission line corridor, includes the following components: (1) upgrades to the Marcy and Edic substations;

(2) reconductoring, involving the replacement of two circuits of 230 kV transmission line with two circuits of 345 kV
transmission line on existing structures, extending for approximately 13 miles from the Edic substation; (3) removal of two
existing single circuit 230 kV transmission lines on H-frame structures, and replacement with a new 345 kV double circuit
transmission line on steel monopoles, extending for approximately 55 miles (with the exception of up to two segments
where the double circuit lines may split into single circuits); (4) construction of a new 345 kV substation in the Town of
Princetown; (5) removal of two existing single circuit 230 kV transmission lines on H-frame structures, and replacement
with two new single circuit 345 kV transmission lines on steel monopoles between the new Princetown substation and
Rotterdam 345 kV (a/k/a Gordon Road) substation, extending for approximately 5 miles, one of which will connect to the
new Princetown substation and the other will loop in the Edic portion of the existing Edic to New Scotland 345 kV line; (6)
construction of the new 345/230/115 kV Gordon Road substation adjacent to the existing Rotterdam substation yard and
upgrades at the existing Rotterdam substation; (7) construction of a new double circuit 345 kV transmission line on steel
monopoles between the new Princetown substation and the New Scotland substation, extending for approximately 20

miles, rebuild of an existing single circuit 345 kV transmission line on new steel monopoles starting at the new Princetown
substation and extending approximately 6 miles southward in that same corridor, and partial removal and/or removal from
service of the existing Rotterdam to New Scotland 115 kV line in a portion of that same corridor; and (8) upgrades to the
existing New Scotland substation. EM&CPs for the Project are planned to be submitted in segments to permit construction
of certain Project facilities during New York Independent System Operator approved transmission system outages. The
EM&CP for Segment Il generally includes Project elements (4) and (7) described above.

The Project is needed to address Segment A of the Public Policy Transmission Need (“PPTN") recognized by the
Commission in its December 17, 2015 Order in Case 12-T-0502, which order identified a public policy need to expand
transmission capacity between power generation sources and consumers on New York'’s electric transmission system.

EM&CP

The EM&CP describes the construction procedures and environmental protection measures proposed to be used for the
Project. The Applicant developed the EM&CP’s environmental protection measures related to the clearing of vegetation,
stream and wetland crossings, and water quality certification in coordination with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and the New York State Department of Public Service staff. The Applicant also developed
agricultural protection measures in coordination with the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets,
consulted with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation regarding archaeological and
historical protection measures, and consulted with the New York State Department of Transportation on transportation-
related matters.

The EM&CP includes information regarding the specific location of the proposed construction procedures and
environmental protection measures to be implemented for the activities covered under Segment Il of the Project.

An electronic version of the EM&CP will be available on the Commission’s Document and Matter Management page for
this case at on.ny.gov/30wYSrU. The EM&CP can also be found by visiting the Commission’s web site (www.dps.ny.gov),
clicking the “Search” tab, and entering “19-T-0549” in the “Search by Case Number” box.

The EM&CP will also be available for public inspection during normal business hours at the following locations:

Local Libraries

Holland Patent Free Library
9580 Main Street
Holland Patent, NY 13354

Utica Public Library
303 Genesee Street
Utica, NY 13501

Frankfort Free Library
123 South Frankfort Street
Frankfort, NY 13340

llion Free Public Library
78 West Street
llion, NY 13357

Weller Library
41 West Main Street
Mohawk, NY 13407

Jordanville Public Library
189 Main Street
Jordanville, NY 13361

Little Falls Public Library
10 Waverly Place
Little Falls, NY 13365

Fort Hunter Free Library
167 Fort Hunter Road
Amsterdam, NY 12010

Canajoharie Library & Art Gallery
2 Erie Boulevard
Canajoharie, NY 13317

Frothingham Free Library
28 West Main Street
Fonda, NY 12068

Fort Plain Free Library
19 Willett Street
Fort Plain, NY 13339

Rotterdam Branch Library
1100 North Westcott Road
Schenectady, NY 12306

Bethlehem Public Library
451 Delaware Avenue
Delmar, NY 12054

Guilderland Public Library
2228 Western Avenue
Guilderland, NY 12084

Altamont Free Library
179 Main Street
Altamont, NY 12009

Voorheesville Public Library
51 School Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186

COMMENTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION

Any person may be heard by the Commission on any matter or objection regarding the EM&CP by filing written comments
with both the Secretary and the Applicant (at the addresses immediately below) within 30 days of the date the proposed
EM&CP was filed with the Commission, or within 30 days of the date of the newspaper publication of a copy of the EM&CP
Filing Notice, whichever is later. Comments on subsequent material modifications to the EM&CP, made in response to the
aforementioned written comments, shall be permitted within 15 days of service by electronic means of said modifications.
The comment period shall not exceed a total of 45 days. Please reference Case 19-T-0549 when making any comments or
requesting further information regarding the Project.

Any person desiring additional information with respect to a specific geographical location or specific subject or a copy of
the EM&CP may request it from the Applicant using the contact information provided below.

Hon. Michelle L. Phillips

Secretary, NYS Public Service Commission
Empire State Plaza, Agency Building 3
Albany, NY 12223-1350

Phone: 518-474-6530

Fax: 518-486-6081

Email: secretary@dps.ny.gov

Attn: Casey Carroll

LS Power Grid New York
1700 Broadway, 35th Floor
New York, NY 10019

Phone: 518-888-2047

Email: ccarroll@LSPower.com
www.LSPGridNewYork.com

Israel and

I.ebanon
begin talks

BY BEN HUBBARD
New York Times Service

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Leb-
anon and Israel kicked off
their first negotiations in 30
years on nonsecurity issues,
aiming to end a long-running
dispute over their maritime
border in the gas-rich Med-
iterranean Sea.

The brief first session
Wednesday was hosted by the
United Nations and mediated
by the United States, whose
diplomats worked for years to
get the negotiations going be-
fore the two sides announced
Oct. 1that they had agreed on
a framework for talks.

At issue is more than 330
square miles in the Mediterra-
nean that Israel and Lebanon
both claim is in their exclu-
sive economic zone. Pressure
to resolve the dispute has
mounted as Israel and Cy-
prus have begun exploiting
offshore gas in the eastern
Mediterranean. Lebanon has
sought to do the same, hoping
the new industry can assuage
its profound economic woes.

It was not immediately
clear whether any progress
was made during the first ses-
sion in the southern Lebanese
town of Naqoura, near the
Israeli border. The meeting
lasted about an hour, and the
teams are expected to gather
again Oct. 28.

The Lebanon-Israel talks
follow normalization agree-
ments between Israel and two
Gulf States — Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates. They
were the third and fourth
Arab states to recognize Is-
rael, after Egypt and Jordan.

But officials on both sides
of the talks said that they
sought to address only the
maritime border and that
normalization was not on
the table.

The Israeli team was head-
ed by the director general of
its energy ministry, Udi Adiri,
and the Lebanese delegation
was headed by Brig. Gen. Bas-
sam Yassin, the army’s deputy
chief of staff for operations.

The talks were held in a
U.N. base where represen-
tatives from Lebanon and Is-
rael have regular talks about
security issues along their
disputed border. Under the
framework agreement, the
delegations were not sup-
posed to address each other
directly but instead to com-
municate through intermedi-
aries from the United States.

Yassin said in a statement
released by the Lebanese
army before the talks began
that they were “technical,
indirect negotiations.” He
called the talks “the first step
on a 1,000-mile journey” but
added that he hoped the issue
would be resolved “within a
reasonable time frame.”

Israel has three objectives
for the talks, said Maj. Gen.
Amos Yadlin of the Institute
for National Security Stud-
ies, an independent research
organization in Tel Aviv: to
deny Hezbollah, Lebanon’s
most powerful military force,
an excuse for war with Isra-
el; to diminish the possibility
that Hezbollah will target its
gas drilling platforms; and to
show the Lebanese that they
can benefit from cooperation
with Israel.

Among Hezbollah’s griev-
ances against Israel are dis-
putes over land and maritime
borders.



