
September 17, 2018 

Via Email 

Honorable Kathleen H. Burgess, Secretary to the PSC Re: Case 16-
F-0268, Application of Atlantic Wind LLC for a certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need Pursuant to Article 10 for 
Construction of the North Ridge Wind Energy Project in the Towns of 
Parishville and Hopkinton, St. Lawrence County.  

Dear Secretary Burgess: 

 On both sides of the Canadian/American border communities are 

being attacked by industrial wind corporations  Industrial wind 

turbine facilities are creating havoc in communities, negatively 

impacting health, welfare, security, and economic stability.  

 There has been a lot of press about water contamination, forest 

fires, health impacts, and economic effects created by industrial 

wind projects, now there are many projects that are being canceled. 

Janice Pease
(315)328-5793      janice.pease@yahoo.com       130 Beebe Rd, Potsdam, N.Y. 13676



I sincerely hope that New York State will follow the lead of our 

northern neighbors and end this tyranny on small towns. 

 These large corporations are using the resources of communities 

and exploiting them for profit, while at the same time demanding 

these schemes be financed by the tax payers. These same tax-

paying-citizens are being victimized in their homes by unethically 

sited projects which threaten their health, water supplies, property 

values, and financial security.  

 This accumulation of wealth by corporations is out of control and 

hazardous for our economy and the planet.  



Attached: 

• Ontario PCs introduce legislation to scrap Green Energy Act 

    globalnews 

• The future of wind turbines is being debated in rural Ontario, 

TVO 

 Respectfully, 

Janice Pease 

Janice Pease 

*electronically signed 



September 20, 2018

Ontario PCs introduce legislation to scrap Green Energy
Act

globalnews.ca/news/4468964/ontario-pcs-scrapping-green-energy-act

Doug Ford
September 20, 2018 11:24 am

Updated: September 20, 2018 7:11 pm

By Brian Hill Associate Producer  Global News

]
WATCH: Ontario PCs introduce legislation scrapping Green Energy Act

Listen
Doug Ford‘s Progressive Conservative government has introduced legislation to put an end to
the province’s Green Energy Act.

The legislation was tabled just before 1:30 p.m. ET Thursday. A formal announcement was
made by energy minister, Greg Rickford, and infrastructure minister, Monte McNaughton.

READ MORE: 758 renewable energy contracts cancelled by Ontario government,
millions in savings promised

“The Green Energy Act represents the largest transfer of money from the poor and middle
class to the rich in Ontario’s history,” Rickford said.

“The GEA allowed the previous government to trample over the rights of families, businesses and
municipalities across rural Ontario,” added McNaughton.

Killing the former Liberal government’s Green Energy Act — passed in 2009 when Dalton
McGuinty was premier — was a major campaign promise for Ford.

WATCH: Ontario NDP leader reacts to news Ford government scrapping Green Energy
Act
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He said that the GEA had resulted in fewer manufacturing jobs in Ontario and that regulations
around renewable energy projects had led to higher electricity prices for consumers.

The move comes after the PC government had already introduced legislation cancelling
hundreds of wind energy projects approved under the act.

READ MORE: Liberals ignored green energy advice that could have saved Ontarians
billions, lead engineer says

“We will wait to see what the legislation says,” said Andrea Horwath, Ontario NDP leader.
“What I’m concerned about is that this government is showing that their intention in the energy
sector is the same [as the Liberals].”

“What we need is a government that’s prepared to make sure that all energy is operating in the
best interest of people and business, not private interest,” she said.

WATCH: Ontario PC government introduces legislation to cut Green Energy Act. Jamie
Mauracher reports.
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Scrapping Green Energy Act could mean big changes

Scrapping the GEA will likely mean major changes for the province’s energy sector.

For example, under the GEA, municipalities were essentially barred from disallowing
renewable energy projects – such as wind farms – from being built within their territory. Many
people opposed to these projects criticized this section of the GEA, saying it prohibited local
communities from deciding their own futures.

WATCH: Ontario PCs introduce legislation scrapping Green Energy Act
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Doug Ford government moves to end Green Energy Act



The GEA also gave special powers to the minister of energy to green light certain projects,
such as transmission lines, without conducting a full economic review prior to approval.

But proponents of the GEA, including former energy minister George Smitherman, who helped
pass the legislation, have called the GEA and renewable energy projects in the province a big
success.

Meanwhile, Liberal interim leader, John Fraser, says cancellation of the GEA could see
Ontario move backward on renewable energy when compared to the rest of the world. He also
fears scrapping the act could mean job losses.

WATCH: Liberal interim leader worried scrapping GEA could mean job losses

“My biggest concern this afternoon is jobs. What’s going to happen to people’s jobs in this
industry that we’ve built up – tens of thousands of jobs,” Fraser said.

But the PCs say this isn’t true.

They say that the GEA was responsible for the “disastrous” feed-in-tariff program that
contributed significantly toward skyrocketing electricity prices and that the bill’s repeal is
necessary to prevent “unneeded” renewable energy projects being approved in the future.

“We believe the people of Ontario should have the final say about what gets built in their
communities,” McNaughton said.

© 2018 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc.
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May 22, 2018

The future of wind turbines is being debated in rural
Ontario

tvo.org/article/current-affairs/the-future-of-wind-turbines-is-being-debated-in-rural-ontario

WALLACEBURG — Water Wells First, a grassroots group of about 60 families based north of
Chatham, has struggled over the last two years to convince the provincial Liberal government
that the area’s wind farms are ruining their well water, but to no avail.

Some residents are dealing with well water so full of sediment that it has turned brown or
black, as TVO reported earlier this year. During a recent news conference to raise awareness
of the residents’ plight, a chef from Toronto poached eggs in the sediment-rich water along
with a dash of vinegar, turning them black. “I watched them cook it, and holy crow, it bound
the black shale, all of those sediments,” says Kevin Jakubec, a spokesperson for Water Wells
First. The black eggs gave him an idea: “That is nasty-looking. And a light bulb went off: I’m
taking that to every politician.”

Now, with the provincial election looming, the situation is prompting offers of help from all
directions. In their pitches to the voters of Lambton—Kent—Middlesex, the Progressive
Conservatives, NDP, and Green Party all back the residents’ call for a health hazard study.
(The incumbent MPP is the PCs’ Monte McNaughton.)

The Liberal party stands by how the wind turbines were rolled out in the area, but its
candidate, Mike Radan, agrees a health study should be a priority and he’d work to make that
happen, if elected.

1/6

https://tvo.org/article/current-affairs/the-future-of-wind-turbines-is-being-debated-in-rural-ontario
https://tvo.org/article/current-affairs/wind-energy-may-be-green-but-the-water-in-chatham-kent-is-brown


“I know that wind turbines aren’t popular in the area,” says  Radan, a last-minute nominee who
had previously served as president of the Liberal riding association. “I just don’t think we have
enough evidence right now to determine what the exact cause of the problems are.”

Resentment of Liberal policy has mushroomed in rural areas in recent years. The 2014
election turned the rural parts of southwestern Ontario into a nearly uninterrupted swath of
Tory blue. But no policy has created more vitriolic outcry than the party’s long-standing Green
Energy Act, which has encouraged the proliferation of large-scale wind farms throughout rural
Ontario.

While the Liberals responded to rural frustration in 2016 by imposing a moratorium on wind
farm development, the hold exempted projects — including two in the Wallaceburg area — that
were already approved but not yet built. Resentment of green energy policy continues to run
high near proposed and operational wind farms. Many of the exempted projects are located in
southwestern Ontario. And in rural areas, the main opposition parties view anger over wind
farms as an opening to talk about how their platforms will benefit rural areas.

In north Chatham-Kent, the aquifer is the only source of water for many rural households,
because the municipality does not provide them with piped water. Many residents believe
vibrations from wind turbines are clogging their wells with shale, making them fear for their
health.

The area’s wind turbines stand atop aquifers that in turn rest on the Kettle Point shale
formation, a fragile bed of clay, rock and minerals. Residents believe vibrations from the
operations of the turbines and pile driving disrupt the bedrock, releasing the shale into the
aquifer, the source of their drinking water. The shale is known to contain heavy metals such
as mercury, lead, and uranium, all of which can harm human health.  

Jakubec, of Water Wells First, estimates more than 20 residents in the vicinity of North Kent
Wind, a 34-turbine wind farm that began operation this year, now have well water problems.
These include discoloration of water, a large amount of sediment, and even the complete loss
of water as sediment clogs the intake.
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Chatham-Kent resident, Christine Burke, says a water lab analysis reported that her well was
unsafe for cooking, cleaning, and bathing. She relies on bottled water now. (Mariam Mishriki)
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The province says there’s no cause for concern. The Ontario Ministry of the Environment and
Climate Change, which required North Kent Wind developers to test and monitor water quality
during the construction phase, says the results show no elevated levels of contaminants in
the water. The ministry also says wind farm construction isn’t to blame for the sedimentation
that is in the water. The municipality’s medical officer of health, David Colby, says the
sediment is clay, which doesn’t pose a health risk.

Joel Gagnon, an environmental science professor at the University of Windsor, however, says
not enough is currently known about the makeup of the shale and the sediment in the water
to determine whether there’s a health risk or not. While water testing in the area followed
well-established protocols, the testing only tackles water quality — what’s dissolved in the
water — and not the makeup of sediment. Gagnon would prefer to see testing that “would
have to mimic the kind of exposures that people would experience through day-to-day use.”

Meanwhile, Gagnon says, there’s a possibility that the sediment problem is regional and goes
far beyond the borders of Chatham-Kent. Kettle Point shale stretches from Lake St. Clair to
Lake Erie and from Chatham to London.

Both the Progressive Conservatives and the NDP promise to launch an immediate
investigation into well contaminants if they form a government next month. If the
investigation finds that wind development has caused the residents’ problems, the companies
that own the wind farms will be made to pay.

McNaughton, the incumbent MPP, says if a health hazard study supports what residents have
been saying, it will be used to penalize “those who are responsible for the problems.”

Todd Case, the former mayor of Warwick township — 30 minutes east of Sarnia — and now
the riding’s NDP candidate, says if the investigation finds evidence that the wind farms are the
source of well contamination, the companies will be required to pay for the establishment of
a piped water system, in fairness to local residents. “Those folks didn’t ask for this,” he says.

Both parties also call for a moratorium on the proposed Otter Creek wind farm, which, if
approved, would build 12 of the tallest wind turbines in North America near the north end of
Wallaceburg — a community of 10,000 people near St. Clair River. The project is seeking final
approval from the environment ministry.

For the PCs, the action would be part of a province-wide moratorium on all wind turbine
construction — including the projects the Liberal moratorium exempted — while the party
analyzes the province’s energy system. Ontario now produces more energy than it needs and,
in terms of wind turbines specifically, McNaughton says “we need to review every
development that’s out there and see if they’re causing people problems from a health
standpoint or an environmental standpoint.”

But the PC candidate, who wrested his rural seat from the Liberals in 2011, is less clear on
whether the Tories would also shut down the already operating North Kent Wind farm or the
55-turbine East Lake St. Clair wind farm during the course of the health study.
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Another unknown is how the PCs plan to help families who say they are experiencing well
problems while the health study is underway. McNaughton says he’d like to see the
companies provide affected residents with clean drinking water for the interim.

Another source of confusion is the comments of Jeff Yurek, the PC candidate in nearby riding
of Elgin—Middlesex—London. At a local all-candidates’ debate last Thursday, Yurek said a PC
government would scrap the Green Energy Act outright. That would put the future of all of
Ontario’s wind farms into question.

Case, the NDP candidate, favours shutting down the existing wind farms — if the contracts
allow it — pending any health impacts study. He also wonders whether North Kent Wind can
be compelled to resume supplying drinking water to affected residents. Pattern Development,
one of the wind farm’s parent companies (the other is Samsung Renewable Energy Inc.), gave
free water to residents until a February report from the environment ministry said the wind
farm wasn’t causing the sedimentation. When Pattern stopped supplying drinking water to
these residents, Case says, “They left people in a very bad way.”

Case says the NDP would examine contracts for the other proposed wind farms across the
province and determine whether they should be halted. The party supports green energy, he
says, “but we support good, solid green energy.”

If elected, the Green Party would also postpone the Otter Creek wind farm development until
the outcome of a health hazard study. Anthony Li, the party’s candidate in Lambton—Kent—
Middlesex, says the Greens support wind farm development, but only in appropriate locations
and certainly not in areas where it might put human health and well-being at risk. If health
risks from wind farms are found, however, construction still might be able to proceed under a
Green Party government if ways to mitigate health risks can be worked out and municipalities
have a bigger say over the planning process.

Li says he is not aware of his party’s position on whether to allow the other wind farms to
continue operating while the health study is underway.

The Greens say they wouldn’t wait for the outcome of the study before helping residents. Li
says government should fund a permanent solution to ensure access to potable water for
residents currently going without. Though there may not be proof that it’s harmful, brown and
black water isn’t a viable option, and neither is food cooked in it. “You can’t eat that, you can’t
feed that to your kids,” he says. “You need access to clean water.”

The Liberals will stay its course if re-elected. “Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health has
concluded there is no direct causal link between wind turbine noise and adverse health
effects,” the provincial party says in a statement emailed to TVO. “We are on the right path to
a cleaner future and will continue to work with the municipality ensuring that residents have
safe water to drink.”
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Radan, however, said he’d like to see a health hazard investigation get to the bottom of the
problem, and, if elected on June 7, he’d prioritize bringing the issue to caucus and to the
ministries involved. Radan, who lives in a rural area, says he’s had issues with the well that
supplies his property in the past. “Without water you really can’t do much,” he says.

Meanwhile, Adam Rosso, project development director of Boralex Inc., which is partnering
with Walpole Island First Nation and Renewable Energy Systems Canada to develop the $150
million Otter Creek wind farm, disputes the need for a health study, saying a “solid” body of
evidence shows the wind developments are not causing sediment in area wells, and his
company focuses on delivering “a safe project and clearly demonstrating both the
environmental and economic benefits to the community.”

Jakubec of Water Wells First says even with three major parties backing the health hazard
study, he’s not letting the issue rest. He wants to hear more details about their commitments.

“I’m going to go to every debate,” he says, “and I’m going to bring eggs poached in black
shale.”

This is one in a series of stories about issues affecting southwestern Ontario. It's brought to
you with the assistance of faculty and students from Western University’s Faculty of
Information and Media Studies.

Ontario Hubs are made possible by the Barry and Laurie Green Family Charitable Trust & Goldie
Feldman.
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