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I have received yQur December 20, 2012 letter in which yQU again raise CQncerns regarding 
dQnatiQns that yQU assert were prQvided by Cape Vincent Wind, a PQtential applicant fQr an Article 10 
certificate, tQ lQcal cQmmunity .organizatiQns. 

YQU state in yQur letter that yQU are cQncerned abQut the ethical propriety .of a PQtential 
applicant "giving mQney tQ stakehQlders priQr tQ the time these stakehQlders will be asked what they 
think" .of the proposed project. Further, yQU suggest that a program .of dQnatiOIis shQuld be included 
in an applicant' s Public InfQrmatiQn Plan ("PIP"). 

As a general matter, the Siting Board dQes nQt review an applicant's policies regarding 
dQnations tQ cQmmunity service grQUps. HQwever, several state laws dQ restrict gifts to public 
.officials and employees. If yQU believe that an applicant has made an improper dQnatiQn tQ such an 
individual, then a referral .of the matter tQ the Joint CQmmissiQn on Public Ethics may be warranted. 
The Siting BQard WQuid make a referral if it has evidence that a viQlatiQn .of the State's ethics laws 
has occurred; hQwever, the infQrmatiQn provided in yQur letters does nQt suggest there is a basis fQr 
such an actiQn here. YQU are free to make a referral directly tQ the JQint CQmmissiQn .on behalf of the 
TQwn at any time. 



A. project developer is free to engage in community,-(ocused activities not listed or identified 
in a PIP unless those activities have the effect of undermining Article 10"s public participation goals 
by either misinforming the public about the project or hindering interested parties from participating 
in the Article 10 process. A donation to a community group does not, by' itself, demonstrate that 
those goals have been or ~ll be compromised. . ' . 

. . . 

Thank you for your letter. Please do not hesitate to contact the Siting Board if you have any 
other concerns in the future. 


