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III. General Planning Objectives and Procedures 3 
1. Planning Objectives 3 X
1.1 Supervision and Inspection 4 X

1.1.1 Environmental Inspection 4 X
1.1.2 Responsibilities of Environmental Inspector 5 X

  
2. Procedures for the Identification and Protection of Sensitive Resources 6 
2.1 Rare and Endangered Species & Their Habitats 7 X
2.2 Cultural Resources 8 X
2.3 Streams, Wetlands & Other Water Resources 8 X
2 4 Active Agricultural Lands 9 
2.5 Alternative/Conflicting Land Uses 9 
2.6 Steep Slopes, Highly Erodible Soils & Flood Plains 10 X
2.7 Timber Resources, Commercial Sugarbushes & Unique/Old Growth Forests 10 X
2.8 Officially Designated Visual Resources 10 

  
3. Land Requirements 11  
3.1 Objectives 11 X
3.2 Pipeline Routing 11 X
3.3 Right-Of-Way Width 12 X 
3.3.1 Permanent ROW 12 X
3.3.2 Temporary ROW 12 X
3.3.3 Extra Work Space 13 X
3.3.4 Associated/Appurtenant Facilities: Meter Site 13 X
3.3.5 Compressor Stations 14 
3.3.6. Storage, Fabrication and other Construction Related Sites 14 X
3.3.7 Permanent Disposal Sites 15 X

  
4. Site Preparation 16 
4.1 Objectives 16 X 
4.2 Staking and ROW Delineation 16 X

  
5. Clearing in Upland Areas 16  
5.1 Objectives 16 X
5.2 Definitions 17 X
5.3 Equipment 17 X 
5.4 Clearing Methods & Procedures in Upland Areas 18 X
5.5 Log Disposal 19 X 
5.5.1 Construction Use 19 X
5.5.2 Log Piles 19 X 
5.5.3 Sale 20 
5.5.4 Chipping 20 X 
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5.6 Slash and Stump Disposal 20 X 
5.6.1 Stacking and Scattering 20 X 
5.6.2 Chipping 21 X 
5.6.3 Burning 21  
5.6.4 Hauling 21 X
5.6.5 Burial 22 X

5.7 Vegetation Buffer Areas 22 X 
5.8 Walls and Fences 23 X 
5.8.1 Stone Walls  23 
5.8.2 Fences 23 X 

  
6. Grading in Upland Locations 24 
6.1 Objectives 24 X 
6.2 Techniques and Equipment 24 X
6.3 Topsoil Stripping and Segregation 25 X
6.3.1 No Stripping 25 X 

6.3.2 Ditchline 26 X
6.3.3 Ditch and Spoil 26 X
6.3.4 Full Width 26 X

6.4 Access Road & Construction Paths 26 X
6.4.l Objectives 26 X
6.4.2 Construction Paths 27 X
6.4.3 Off ROW Access Roads 28 X

  
7. Erosion and Sedimentation Control 28 
7.1 Objectives 28 X
7.2 Measures and Devices 28 X
7.2.1 Hay Bales and Silt Fence 29 X
7.2.2 Water Diversion Devices 30 X 

7.2.2.1 Waterbars 30 X
7.2.2.2 Swales and Berms 30 X
7.2.2.3 Side Ditches 30 X
7.2.2.4 French Drains 31 X
7.2.2.5 Culverts 31 X
7.2.2.6 Sediment Retention Ponds and Filtration Devices 32 X
7.2.2.7 Catchment Basins 32 X
7.2.2.8 Mulch and Other Soil Stabilizers 32 X
7.2.2.9 Driveable Berms 32 X
7.2.2.10 In Street Devices 33 X

7.3 Fugitive Dust Emissions 33 X
  
8. Trenching 33  
8.1 Objectives 33 X
8.2 Trenching Equipment 33 X
8.3 Ditch Width and Cover Requirements 34 X 
8.4 Length of Open Trench 34 X 
8.5 Ditch Plugs 35 X
8.6 Blasting 36  

8.6.1 Preconstruction Studies 36 
8.6.2 Monitoring and Inspection 36 
8.6.3 Time Constraints and Notification 37  
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8.6.4 Remediation 37  
  
9. Pipelaying 37 
9.1 Objectives 37 X 
9.2 Stringing 38 X
9 3 Fabrication 38 X
9.4 Trench Dewatering 39 X
9 5 Lowering In 39 X
9.6 Trench Breakers 40 X 
9.7 Padding 40 X
9 8 Backfilling 40 X

 
10. Waterbody Crossings 41 
10.1 Objectives 41 
10.2 Definition 41 

10.2.1 Categories and Classifications 41 
10.3 Spill Prevention 43 
10 4 Buffer Areas 43 
10.5 Installation 44 

10.5.1 Equipment Crossings 44 
10.5.2 Concrete Coating 45 

10.6 Dry Crossing Methods 45 
10.6.1 Trenching 45  
10.6.2 Lowering-in /Pipe Placement 46 
10.6.3 Trench Backfill 47 
10.6.4 Cleanup and Restoration 47 

10.7 Dry Stream Crossing Techniques 48 
10.7.1 Bores and Pipe Push 48  
10.7.2 Directional Drilling 48 
10.7.3 Other Dry Crossing Methods 49 

10.7.3.1 Flume Method 49 
10.7.3.2 Dam and Pump Method 50 

  
11. Wetland Crossings 51 
11.1 Objectives 51 X
11.2 Regulatory Agencies and Requirements 51 X
11.3 Wetland Identification and Delineation 52 X
11.4 Timing and Scheduling Constraints 52 
11.5 Clearing Methods 53 X
11.6 Construction Path and Access Road Construction 53 X

11.6.1 No Road or Pathway 54  
11.6.2 Bridges and Flotation Devices 54 
11.6.3 Timber Mats 54 
11.6.4 Log Rip Rap (Corduroy) Roads 55 
11.6.5 Filter Fabric and Stone Roads 55  

11.7 Grading 56 
11.8 Trenching 56  

11.8.1 Standard Trenching 56 
11 8.2 Trenching from Timber Mats 57  
11 8 3 One Pass In-line Trenching 57  
11.8.4 Modified One Pass In-Line 57 
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11.9 Directional Drill and Conventional Bore 58 
11.10 Spoil Placement and Control 58  

11.10.1 Topsoil Stripping 58 
11.11 Ditch Plugs in Wetlands 59 
11.12 Pipe Fabrication and Use 59 

11.12.1. Concrete Coated Pipe 59  
11.12.2 Fabrication 59 

11.13 Trench Dewatering 59  
11.14 Backfill 60  
11 15 Cleanup and Restoration 60 

11.15.1 Restoration 61 
11.15.2 Cleanup 61 

  
12. Agricultural Lands 61 
12.1 Objectives 61 
12.2 Types of Agricultural Lands/mowed meadow 61 
12.3 Clearing 62 
12.4 Grading and Topsoil Segregation 63 

12.4.1 Grading 63 
12.4.2 Topsoiling 63 

12.4.2.1. Cropland 63 
12.4.2.2 Pasture/Grazing/mowed meadow 64 

12.5 Drain Tiles 64 
12.6 Trenching 64 
12.7 Backfilling 65  
12.8 Cleanup and Restoration 65 
12.9 Revegetation 66 

12.9.1 Seed Mixtures 66 
12.9.2 Timing 66 
12.9.3 Mulching 66 
12.9.4 Temporary Diversion Berms 67 

12.10 Remediation and Monitoring 67 
  
13. Testing 67 X
  
14. General Cleanup and Restoration 69 
14.1 Objectives 69 X
14.2 Cleanup 69 X
14.3 Restoration 70 X

14.3.1 Wooded and non-agricultural Uplands 70 X 
14.3 1.1 Grading 71 X
14.3.1.2 Lime Application 71 X
14.3.1.3 Fertilizing 72 X
14.3.1.4 Discing and Raking 72 X
14.3.1.5 Seeding and Planting 72 X

14 3.2 Restoration - Urban Residential 74 X 
  
15. Noise Impact Mitigation 75  
15.1 Objectives 75 X 
15.2 Noise Sensitive Receptors 75 X
15.3 Remediation and Control 75 X 
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15.3.1 Noise Control-measures for Equipment And Linear Construction 76 X
15.3.2 Noise Control Measures for Point Source Noise Producers 76 X

15.4 Compressor Stations 77 
  
16. Transportation and Utility Crossings 77  
16.1 Objectives 77 X
16.2 Road and Highway Crossings 78 X 

16.2.1 Permitting 78 X
16.2.2 Preconstruction Planning 78 X
16.2.3 Road Crossing Methods 79 X

16.2.3.1 Trenched Open-Cut 79 
16.2.3.2 Trenchless, Bore/Direct Drill 80 

16.2.4 Longitudinal In-Road Construction 80 
16.2.5 Signs 81 X
16 2.6 Repairs and Restoration 81 X 

16.3 Canal Crossings 82 
16.3.1 Scheduling 82 
16.3.2 Construction 82 
16.3.3 Restoration 83 

16.4 Railroad Crossings 83  
16 5 Utility Crossings 84 X

16.5.1 Overhead Electric Facilities 84 
16.5.1.1 Perpendicular Crossings 84 
16.5.1 2 Linear ROW Co-occupation 84 

16.5.2 Underground Utility Crossings 86 X
  
17. Hazardous Materials 87 
17.1 Objectives 87 X
17.2 Regulatory Concerns 87 X
17.3 Spill Control Equipment 90 X

17.3.1 Upland 90 X
17.3.2 Waterborne Equipment 90 

17.4 Storage and Handling 91 X
17.4.1 Storage 91 X
17.4.2 Equipment Refueling 91 X

17.5 Spill Response Procedures 92 X
17.6 Excavation and Disposal 93 X
17.7 Hazardous Waste Contact 93 X

   
18. Pipeline Operation, ROW Management & Maintenance 93  
18.1 Objectives 93 X 
18.2 ROW Maintenance 94 X 
18.3 Inspection 94 X
18.4 Vegetation Maintenance 95 X

18.4.1 Mechanical Treatment 95 X 
18.4.2 Chemical Treatment 95 

18.4.2.1 Stem Specific Treatments 96  
18.4.2.1.1 Basal Treatments 96  
18.4.2.1.2 Stem Injection 96 
18.4.2.1.3 Cut and Treat 96 

18.4.2.2 Non Stem-specific Applications 97 
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19. Communications and Compliance 97 
19.1 Communication with Staff and the Commission 97 X

19.1.1 Pre-filing Contact 97 X 
19.1.2 Post-filing Contact 97 X 

19.2 Compliance with Commission Orders 98 X 
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	Section 85-1.2(a) of the Rules requires the following information:
	(1)The dates on or about which the applicant intends to begin construction of the pipeline;
	(2) Brief statement describing and locating the line (using text and a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 2,000 feet or larger with legend), including:
	(i) its length (and the nominal diameter of its segments), including markers required by 16 NYCRR Part 255.707;
	(ii) depth at which pipe will be buried;
	(iii) maximum allowable operating pressure (psig);
	(iv) right-of-way width;
	(v) width of any area to be cleared;
	(vi) any known underground facilities to be crossed or paralleled;
	(vii) name or permit number of any wells to be connected to the line
	(viii) the point where the line connects to another pipeline (giving the nominal diameter of such line and the owner's name)
	(ix) existing or proposed access roads to be used for construction and maintenance of the line and any associated compressor station
	(x) for any new or expanded compressor station, a site development plan (at a scale of at least 1-inch = 20 feet), showing:  location, setbacks to property lines; structures (giving profile, materials and finish); grading and landscaping; drainage pro...
	(xi) the name of every municipality in which any portion of the line is to be located.
	(3) an indication of which measures and techniques from the approved Environmental Management and Construction Standards and Practices (EM&CS&P) to which the applicant has agreed (or any site-specific modification thereof) will be followed in an effor...
	(i) existing and officially approved planned residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, recreational and agricultural land uses;

	Table 1-2:  Cover Types To Be Transected
	(ii) ecosystem resources, including highly erodible soils, wetlands, flood plains, streams, springs, wells, unique old-growth forests, active sugar bushes, productive timber stands, trees listed in the Registry of Big Trees in New York State and habit...
	(iii) officially designated visual resources, including scenic areas, roads, vistas and overlooks;
	(iv) Officially designated cultural resources including archaeological sites and historic districts, places and properties.

	Section 85-1.2(c)(2) of the Rules requests:
	a list of applicable State and local laws and regulations issued thereunder, including copies of any local ordinance, law, resolution or other action, any regulation issued thereunder, or any local standard or requirement that, as applied to the line,...
	Other Applicable Regulations
	Section 85-1.3(a)(2) of the Rules requires:
	(i)   sensitive resources that will be affected by the line, as defined in Section 85-1.2(a)(3) of this Subpart;
	(ii)  property boundaries, fences, walls, and hedgerows to be crossed;
	and
	(iii) any dwelling unit within 150-feet;

	Section 85-1.3(a)(3) of the Rules requires a statement explaining the need for the line:
	(i) a demonstration that a market (or specific purchaser) for the gas will exist
	(ii) where the applicant will serve retail customers, a demonstration that gas supplies will be adequate to serve existing and potential consumers during the first ten years of the line's operation; and
	(iii) a showing (if well-drilling is not contemplated in conjunction with the line) of the improvements in system reliability, capability, safety or benefits offered by the line.

	Section 85-1.3(a)(4) of the Rules requires any other information the applicant considers relevant.
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