
  

     
 

September 5, 2017 

 
 
 
Hon. Kathleen H. Burgess 

Secretary 

New York State Public Service Commission 

Three Empire State Plaza 

Agency Building 3 

Albany, NY 12223-1350 

 

Re: Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a National Grid – Part 102 Report 

 Gardenville-Erie 54/921 115 kV Maintenance Project 

 Case 17-T-______ 

 

Dear Secretary Burgess: 

 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a National Grid (“National Grid”), pursuant to 

16 NYCRR §102, submits for filing one CD-ROM containing a full electronic version of 

the Gardenville-Erie 54/921 115 kV Maintenance Project Part 102 Report.  Upon request, 

National Grid will deliver one or more hard copies of the Application to DPS Staff. 

 

The project is located in the Town of Cheektowaga in Erie County, NY. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Lisa M. Zafonte 
 

Lisa M. Zafonte 

Senior Counsel 

Attorney for the Applicant, 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a National Grid 

 

Enclosures 

 

cc:   Rachel Gibson, National Grid (via email without enclosures) 

 Mary Bitka, National Grid (via email without enclosures) 
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Contact Information 

 
 
Correspondence and inquiries concerning the Part 102 Report should be directed to the 

following persons: 

 

Rachel K. Gibson 

Project Manager, Project Management & Complex Construction 

National Grid 

300 Erie Boulevard West  

Syracuse, NY 13202 

315-460-1007 

Rachel.Gibson@nationalgrid.com 

 

Lisa M. Zafonte, Esq. 

Senior Counsel  

National Grid USA 

175 E. Old Country Road 

Hicksville, New York 11801 

(516) 545-5246 

lisa.zafontemaffei@nationalgrid.com 

 
Mary E. Bitka 

Licensing & Permitting Engineer 

National Grid 

144 Kensington Avenue 

Buffalo, NY 14214 

(716) 831-7206 

mary.bitka@nationalgrid.com 

 

mailto:Joshua.Lawch@nationalgrid.com
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1.0 INTRODUCTION, PROJECT OVERVIEW AND NEED 

 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a National Grid (“National Grid”) proposes to 

replace two structures (193 and 193-1), along with approximately 1,800 feet of conductor 

(the “Project”) on the T1230 Gardenville-Erie 54/921 115kV transmission line (“Line”) 

in order to improve the thermal rating of  the Line.  During studies of the system in 

Western NY, the Gardenville – Erie 54/921 line was observed to overload during 

contingency conditions.   The Project is necessary because the existing copper and 

aluminum conductor between Structures 193 and 196 is not sufficient and will be 

replaced with 636 ACSR “Grosbeak” conductor, a heavier conductor; hence, the need to 

replace Structures 193 and 193-1 to structurally support the new conductor. 

 

The Line is located between the National Grid Gardenville Substation in West Seneca, 

NY and the Depew Substation (owned by NYSEG) in Cheektowaga, NY.  It is 

approximately 7.3 miles in length and traverses the Towns of West Seneca and 

Cheektowaga in Erie County, NY (see Figure 1). The Line, built in 1942, is supported on 

a combination of double circuit flexible steel structures, square based lattice towers and 

wood pole structures.  The Line occupies its present location on a Right-of-Way (ROW) 

which is owned in fee.  Structure 193 is a steel flex tower suspension tap structure and 

structure 193-1 is a 3 pole wood deadend tap structure (see Appendix A), both installed in 

approximately 1942 and both located in the Town of Cheektowaga, NY.  

 

2.0  PROJECT INFORMATION 

 
2.1  Project Purpose and Scope of Work 

 

A review of the Project was conducted in accordance with the criteria specified in 16 

NYCRR Part 102.  The Project requires preparation of this Part 102 Report because: the 

Line has a voltage of 65 kV or higher; the proposed work is on a line where the total 

circuit length extends one mile or longer, even though the work to be performed is on a 

much shorter segment; and the proposed work involves the replacement of two (2) 

structures (Nos. 193 and 193-1) requiring an increase in structure height by more than 10 

feet (see Table 1). See 16 NYCRR §102.2(a)(2). The increase in structure height is 

required in order to achieve the required conductor clearances for safety clearances over 

Norfolk and Southern railroad tracks.   

 

The Project activities will take place completely within this portion of the existing ROW, 

which National Grid owns in fee.  National Grid is actively coordinating the 

reconductoring activities, as described herein, with the underlying railroads.  All required 

railroad permits (i.e., work and occupancy permits) will be obtained prior to the initiation 

of construction activities.     

 

National Grid screened for the potential impact to priority areas specified in Section 

102.3(a) via the use of desktop GIS analysis, agency consultation and field verification, 

and as indicated in Appendix B (the Part 102 Checklist), the Project will not impact the 
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priority areas specified in Section 102.3(a); therefore, an advantage-disadvantage analysis 

is not required as part of this Report.  Discussion of “other areas” triggered under Section 

102.3(b) is presented in Section 3.0 of this Report. 

 

Construction access will be from Ludwig Avenue and existing access road on the ROW 

to access structures No. 193 and 193-1.  Minor brush mowing to access structures No. 

193 and 193-1 may be required and wood timber mats/work pads will be used to access 

the structures from the ROW access road.  New structure 193 will be offset sixty (60) feet 

to the north from the existing location and new structure 193-1 will be offset sixteen (16) 

feet to the east from the existing location to permit construction of the new structures 

prior to removal of the existing structures.  Erosion and sediment control measures (e.g., 

silt fence or filter socks) will be used as appropriate to minimize stormwater discharge.  

 

2.2  Project Area/Setting 

 

Figure 2 identifies the general location of the area that requires installation of 

replacement Structure Nos. 193 and 193-1. The Gardenville-Erie 54/921 transmission 

line shares a right-of-way with several other transmission lines, as shown in Figure 3, 

with voltages ranging from 60kV to 230kV. 

 

As shown on Figure 2, none of the structures associated with this Project are located in 

agricultural districts, as determined from New York State Department of Agriculture & 

Markets’ agricultural data.  A detailed aerial map is presented in Figure 3 and shows each 

structure to be worked on, structure access, along with nearby mapped National Wetlands 

Inventory (NWI) wetlands.  

 

2.3  Transmission Facility  

 
The existing Gardenville-Erie 54/921 115 kV line is supported on a combination of 

double circuit flexible steel structures, square based lattice towers and wood pole 

structures.  National Grid is replacing steel suspension flex Structure 193 with a double 

circuit steel pole (with a caisson foundation).  The foundation size is 6 feet (diameter) x 

16 feet (depth) for Structure 193.  Proposed insulators are porcelain disc 30K gray.  The 

shieldwire consists of 2-3/8” CW between structures 193 and194 and 2-3/8” H.S. ST 

between structures 194 and196, but will not be replaced (see Appendix C for details on 

structures, conductor, insulators and shieldwire). The grounding specification is presented 

in Appendix D.  Table 1 identifies the proposed structure type at each work location.  
 

The existing conductor is 636 kcmil ACSR “Kingbird,” 636 kcmil AAC “Orchid” and 

400 CU 19S.   Reconductoring from Structure 193-1 to 196 (three wires) will consist of 

636 kcmil ACSR “Grosbeak.”  This span of new conductor will neither increase the 

overall rating of the line nor change the voltages along the line.  Consequently, National 

Grid does not intend to conduct an electric and magnetic field strength study as part of 

this project. 
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Erosion and sediment control measures for all work on ROW shall be in compliance with 

National Grid USA "Environmental Guidance No. EG-303NY; Natural Resource 

Protection-ROW Access, Maintenance and Construction Best Management Practices." 

Best management practices (e.g., silt fencing, timber mats, etc.) will be employed, as 

needed, while working on this Project and the area will be restored to original conditions. 

 

3.0  ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES EVALUATION 

 
National Grid screened for the presence of §102.3(b) classes of areas via the use of 

desktop GIS analysis, agency consultation and field verification. Additionally, the Town 

of Cheektowaga online zoning map was used to identify the subject parcel zoning 

information, as presented in Table 1.  In support of the analysis of the criteria in 16 

NYCRR Part 102, §§102.3(b)(1)-(13), and as shown in Appendix B (the Part 102 

Checklist), the following areas were specifically reviewed: 

 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”) Natural 

Heritage Program (NHP) newly upgraded online Environmental Resource Mapper was 

reviewed for potential impacts to rare plants and rare animals.  The database did not 

return any identification of rare or state-listed animals or plants or significant natural 

communities located in the Project vicinity.   

 

The USFWS Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC) was consulted to 

determine the potential for occurrences of federally-listed species (see Appendix E).  

According to the USFWS species list, the Northern Long-Eared Bat (myotis 

septentrionalis) ((NLEB) is listed as a threatened species, and also has the potential to 

occur in the Project vicinity.  However, there are no trees located in the ROW of the 

existing transmission line that could provide summer roosting habitat for the NLEB.  

Therefore, this Project will have no impact upon NLEB that may be in the vicinity.  

Several migratory birds have been identified as potentially being affected by activities in 

the project vicinity; all are listed as “bird of conservation concern” as defined by the 1988 

amendment to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act that mandates the USFWS to 

“identify species, subspecies, and populations of all migratory nongame birds that, 

without additional conservation actions, are likely to become candidates for listing under 

the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1972.”  The proposed replacement structures are 

not expected to result in the take of any migratory birds nor impact the habitat of any of 

the bird species listed in Appendix E.  

 

Historic Resources  

 

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation’s (OPRHP) 

Division for Historic Preservation Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) 

database was reviewed for the presence of any buildings, sites or districts listed on the 

State or National Registers of Historic Places (“NRHP”) located within one mile of the 

Project corridor.  None were identified.  Additionally, via CRIS, a consultation request 

was sent via the New York State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) Cultural 
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Resources Information System (CRIS) requesting an opinion as to the Project’s potential 

impact on cultural resources. On July 20
th

, 2017, OPRHP notified National Grid that the 

Project will have no impact on archaeological and/or historic resources (see Appendix E).     

 

In addition to the aforementioned review, and as identified in the Part 102 checklist (see 

Appendix B), existing light industrial and commercial areas (e.g., industrial parks, 

shopping centers, office building complexes) §102.3(b)(5) required additional analysis. 

 

Wetlands 

 
The structure replacement activities will take place only in mapped NWI wetlands.  

Timber mats will be used during the construction activities.  Minor permanent impact to 

wetlands is expected (i.e., less than 0.1 acres); however, all areas will be restored to 

original contours and mulched as necessary to promote re-vegetation.  National Grid will 

self-authorize the use of US Army Corps of Engineer’s Nationwide Permit #12 (Utility 

Line Activities) for this project. 

 

3.1 Existing Light Industrial and Commercial Areas 

 
As indicated in the Part 102 checklist §102.3(b)(5), structure Nos. 193 and 193-1 are 

located in an area zoned as “M2 – General Manufacturing District” by the Town of 

Cheektowaga.  Minimal vegetation mowing may be required to install Structures 193 and 

193-1.  Access to the structure will be from an existing paved access road and matting to 

each structure.  All work will be completed using National Grid’s best management 

practices to minimize any potential impacts to the area. 
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*- Includes an additional foot because the structures will sit on concrete foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. Summary of Proposed Work for Gardenville-Erie 54/921  

Structure Replacement/Reconductoring Project 

 

Structure(s) 

to be 

Worked 

 

 

 

Existing 

Structure 

Type 

 

 

Town 

 

 

Parcel 

Zoning 

Code 

 

Existing 

Structure 

Height 

Above 

Ground 

(feet) 

 

Type of 

Work 

Proposed 

Structure 

Height 

Above 

Ground 

(feet) 

 

Proposed   

Structure Type 

 

193 

 

Steel flex 

suspension / 
Appendix A 

 

 

 
Cheektowaga 

 

 

 
M2 

67 Replacement 86* 

 

Steel single pole 

double circuit double 
shieldwire /Appendix 

C 

 

      193-1 

 
Three pole 

wood 

deadend / 
Appendix A 

 
 

Cheektowaga 

 

 
 

M2 38.5/38.5/38.5 Replacement 70/56.5/43 

 
Three wood pole 

terminal 

structure/Appendix C 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Existing Structure Detail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

 

Part 102 Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yes No

x

x

x

x

x

Will Will Not

1

x

2
x

3 x

4

x

Will Will Not

1

x

2

x

3
x

4
x

5
x

6

x

7

x

8
x

9 x

10 x

11
x

12 x

13
x

National and state parks, preserves, reservations, landmarks and monuments formally so 

designated and acquired for their natural, scenic or cultural value by appropriate state and 

federal agencies. (Included would be historic landmarks, national landmarks, national 

monuments and trails, and wild and scenic rivers). 

(A) For transmission lines in the following areas, the analysis required by Section 102.4 of 

this Part must be included in the report of the proposed construction:

Existing light industrial and commercial areas (e.g., industrial parks, shopping centers, 

office building complexes). 

Historic sites formally so designated by national or state agencies but without acquisition 

of rights or ownership sufficient for the purpose of preservation. 

Central business districts in cities and villages. 

Developed and partly developed residential areas with an existing density of one or more 

dwelling units per acre, as shown on approved subdivision maps, occupying a minimum 

contiguous area of 20 acres, all or a portion of which would be traversed by the proposed 

transmission facility right-of-way. 

Areas of outstanding natural or scenic value which are preserved by non-profit private 

agencies but which have not been formally so designated by national or state agencies. 

Areas of outstanding cultural value (e.g., attractive pastoral scenes, locations of 

noteworthy architectural and/or social import both within and outside specific sites) that 

have been formally designated by the appropriate governmental authority.

Are any additional structures to be added to the line?

Will the resulting structure carry more than two circuits?

Will there be any additional vegetative rights or trimming required?

Will the height of the tower increase by 10' or more?

102.3 Classes of Areas

Project Name: Gardenville-Erie 54-921 115kV Reconductoring Project Date: August 2017

Woods and open lands other than those included within areas specified in a priority area 

above. 

Planned and zoned undeveloped light industrial, commercial and residential areas. 

Managed woodlands (e.g., commercial and other productive forests). 

Agricultural districts established in accordance with Chapter 25-AA of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law, and other farmlands. 

Existing and planned heavy industrial areas. 

Part 102 Checklist

Triggers:

Project Data Form

Installation of Non-Article VII Electric Transmission Facilities

Are additional rights-of-way required?

Partiallly developed residential areas where the subdivision will have an eventual 

population density of one or more dwelling units per acre, as shown on approved 

subdivision maps, comprising a minimum contiguous area of 20 acres or a portion of 

which is traversed by the proposed transmission facility right-of-way. 

Areas of outstanding cultural value (e.g., attractive pastoral scenes, locations of 

noteworthy architectural and/or social import both within and outside specific sites that 

lend attractiveness to a neighborhood or community) that have not been formally 

designated by a governmental or private authority. 

Residential areas with less population density than those specified in preceding 

categories. 

(B) Other Areas for which reports, but without the analysis required by Section 102.4 of this 

Part, are required:

Existing local (city, town, village and county) parks and open space areas that have been 

formally established by governmental or private authorities. 

Public and semi-public facilities such as cemeteries, educational, correctional and medical 

facilities and military installations. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

Structure, Insulator and Foundation  

Details 
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APPENDIX D 

 

Grounding Specification 
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APPENDIX E 

 

Agency Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Division for Historic Preservation 
 

 

P.O. Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • www.nysparks.com 
 

 

  

 

        

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
 

 

ROSE HARVEY 
 

  

Governor 
 

 

Commissioner 
 

  

        

 

July 20, 2017 
 

        

 

Mrs. Mary Bitka 
144 Kensington Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14214 

 

        

 

Re: 
 

 

USACE 
Gardenville-Erie 54-921 Reconductoring 
2851 Broadway Street, Cheektowaga, Erie County, NY 
17PR04561 

 

        

 

Dear Mrs. Bitka: 
 

 
Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). We have reviewed the provided documentation in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These comments are those of the SHPO and relate 
only to Historic/Cultural resources. They do not include other environmental impacts to New 
York State Parkland that may be involved in or near your project. Such impacts must be 
considered as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York 
Environmental Conservation Law Article 8). 
 
Based upon this review, the New York SHPO has determined that no historic properties will be 
affected by this undertaking. This recommendation pertains only to the Area of Potential Effects 
(APE) examined during the above-referenced investigation. It is not applicable to any other 
portion of the project property. Should the project design be changed SHPO recommends 
further consultation with this office. 
 
If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please refer to the project number 
(PR) noted above.  If you have any questions, I can be reached at 518-268-2218 or via e-mail at 
Josalyn.Ferguson@parks.ny.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Josalyn Ferguson (B.A., M.A.) 
Historic Preservation Specialist/Archaeology     via e-mail only 

mailto:Josalyn.Ferguson@parks.ny.gov
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