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Dear Chainnan Brown: 

As you are well aware, Long Island American Water is seeking a 20 
percent increase in its rates and imposing it on customers who are already 
burdened by high taxes, high utility rates, high unemployment and fixed incomes. 
This cannot be allowed to happen. 

The Public Service Commission cannot let this happen to the residents of 
Valley Stream and our surrounding areas. 

This exorbitant potential rate increase is well above inflation or any 
reasonable return on an investment that a utility has a right to promulgate on an 
already financially stressed public. 

We realize that Long Island American Water has built a number ofwater 
remediation stations within the area to increase water quality and alleviate the 
"yellowing" effect of lime stains on clothing. However, a 20 percent rate increase 
is way out ofline. 

Perhaps a more modest or incremental increase will be more palatable to 
our residents, instead of the shock and awe of a double-digit, one-time levy? 

The public should not have to suffer the expense for a company merger, 
nor should major capital improvements be paid for up front rather than amortized 
over a number of years. 

But is it not the mission statement of any water company to provide 
quality potable water at reasonable rates instead ofusing an opportunity to overly 
burden its customers? 

VIUAGE HALl on THE VIllAGE GREEN, VAU.EY STREAM, NEW YORK 11580 
VILLAGE HALl MAIN PHONE MJMBER: 516-825-4200 FAX: 516-825-8316 

WWW.VSVNY.ORG 

http:WWW.VSVNY.ORG


It is the hope of the village ofValley Stream and water customers all over 
Nassau County that the Public Service Commission does the ultimate public 
service and denies Long Island American Water's request for a 20 percent rate 
increase. 

Residents and ratepayers who are served by LIA W would be extremely 
grateful for this pro-people decision. 

Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. I remain 

~A.~ 
Edwin A. Fare 
Mayor 
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Cc: Commissioner Patricia L. Acampora 
Commissioner Robert E. Curry, Jr. 
Commissioner Maureen F. Harris, Esq. 
Commissioner James L. Larocca 
Honorable Jaclyn A. Brilling, Secretary 


