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I. Project Summary  

Dry Lots Wind LLC (“DLW”) is the Applicant (“Applicant”) for the Dry Lots Wind Project (“Project” or  
“Dry Lots Project” currently comprising 11 turbines on an isolated plateau in the Town of Litchfield, 
Herkimer County, NY. The Project was initiated by NorthWind and Power (“NorthWind”) which was 
merged into Ridgeline Energy LLC (“Ridgeline”). DLW is an indirect subsidiary of Ridgeline.  The Project is 
consistent with the model for Community Scale wind projects in New York developed by NorthWind, 
which generally consists of six to thirteen turbines and a connection to existing medium-voltage 
transmission lines. The goal of a Community Scale wind project is to bring renewable power closer to 
load, while reducing impacts by limiting the number of turbines and using greater setbacks than at 
operating projects in the state.  

The Dry Lots Project is located on Dry Hill in western Litchfield beside an operating stone quarry owned 
by Barrett Paving, Inc.  The hill is approximately two miles wide by three miles long at its extremes and 
there are no houses on the primarily limestone hill which is used for pasture and crops.  The absence of 
houses on the hill means not only that turbines can be set back a considerable distance from homes but 
also that turbines will be located in one cardinal direction from an individual residence, i.e. only within 
view from either front or rear facing windows but not both. The Project as originally conceived and 
discussed with residents of Litchfield was  sized at 20MW, but new technology and the desire to 
maximize the production from the resource to best help the state meet its renewable energy targets led 
to an increase in the project capacity which is now 33MW. 

From the early days of investigating whether the area was suitable for a wind project, considerable 
effort has been made to inform stakeholders of the envisioned Project. A Project representative first 
visited a Town Board meeting in July 2009, and since then the Project has maintained a regular presence 
at Town Board meetings, invited all Town residents to a presentation and to an Open House, held 
countless one-on-one meetings with residents, sent multiple mailers to Town residents and ran notices 
in the local press. The Applicant is committed to continuing these efforts and broadening the Applicant’s 
reach during the pre-Application phase as part of the Public Involvement Program described below. 

II. Public Involvement Program 
1. Consultation with the affected agencies and other stakeholders. 

The Project has already undertaken a comprehensive public involvement and outreach project, 
focused within the Town of Litchfield and even involving surrounding Towns.  The Project began its 
outreach to the Town of Litchfield in July of 2009 by attending a Town Board meeting to discuss the 
possibility of a wind energy project in Litchfield.  Discussions with the Town have been ongoing as 
the Town considered a law to regulate wind energy. Since 2009, considerable effort has been made 
to inform the public of the type of project being considered. 

In the fall of 2009, two meetings were held in an effort to engage stakeholders early in the 
development process and inform them of the approach to the Project.  The first was a presentation 



in the Town of Litchfield to which all Town residents were invited and which over one hundred 
people attended (Exhibit A). Additionally, Project representatives met with a group of people in the 
neighboring Town of Paris, NY and answered their questions about the Project. During the winter of 
2009-2010 Project representatives went door-to-door to every house in Litchfield in an effort to 
introduce the Project to residents, inform people of the preliminary Project details, and answer their 
questions. When no one was home door-hangers were left with Project information (Exhibit B).  

One of the messages conveyed early on was the development approach of reducing impacts by 
limiting the project size to six to thirteen turbines and siting them further from residences than at 
operating projects in New York. At the presentation at the end of 2009, a map was presented which 
depicted the hill and noted that as a result of the feature’s isolation with respect to residences, no 
house along the road would have turbines on multiple sides. Based on a number of years  
experience, this approach creates the greatest opportunity for satisfaction of all stakeholders post 
construction, even for those who may have concerns during the development phase.  

The outreach continued with a newsletter to the entire Town in the summer of 2010 (Exhibit C), 
providing a progress update and encouraging input from the community. The feedback received 
provided the opportunity to compile a list of questions and answers that was made available at the 
Open House during the fall of 2010, to which the entire town was invited (Exhibit D). The Open 
House featured different stations with poster boards and personnel and industry experts on hand to 
discuss different aspects of a wind project.  On hand to answer questions were representatives from 
Hessler Associates (acoustics consultants), EDR (environmental consultants), and a construction 
manager from turbine manufacturer Gamesa USA. Along with these experts, Project representatives 
were stationed at display boards describing wind turbines, the project area, the wind resource, 
wildlife impacts, acoustics, the process of converting wind energy to electricity and supplying that 
electricity to the grid, and common misperceptions about wind energy (Exhibits E & F). 

Following the Open House, the Project maintained a presence at Town Board meetings, made 
presentations to the Town (Exhibit G), where in the interest of transparency and the Applicant 
shared a summary wind measurement results and results of environmental studies. The Project also 
ran announcements on the radio and in the printed press,  escorted a local television crew up to the 
project area, and their reportage increased awareness of the project throughout the region.  These 
efforts contributed to wide public recognition of the Applicant’s efforts at development. In fact, in 
2011 the nearby Town of New Hartford wind committee invited Project representatives to speak to 
their Board regarding wind energy in the area and representatives have also had discussions with 
both the State Senator and Assemblyman from the district, and contacted the county representative 
and administrator. These efforts will continue as The Project moves forward in the application 
process.  

Now, as DLW prepares to enter the Article 10 siting process, the following additional activities are 
planned to continue dialogue with affected agencies and groups of stakeholders. Planned measures 
include formally reaching out to the supervisors of the neighboring towns of Frankfort, Paris and 
New Hartford to request meetings and offering to make presentations to the respective Town 



Boards.  In addition to the Towns, the Applicant will also engage Herkimer County and the Oneida 
County executives in a similar manner and determine what if any action is required.  

2. Pre-application activities to encourage stakeholders to participate at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Prior to the Application, effort will be made to both expand outreach activities to a wider area and 
to encourage stakeholder participation. Updated project descriptions and information on the 
application review process will be made available at a local public library. One planned activity is to 
have a presence at the Herkimer County Fair, at the Frankfort Fairgrounds.   In addition, The 
Applicant plans to have another Open House, similar to the one described above, during the pre-
application process. The Open House will be noticed in the local press. These activities and the 
efforts to engage the neighboring and nearby towns will provide stakeholders and agencies with 
information about the project and the review process. Additionally, it will enable the Applicant to 
identify stakeholders, receive feedback, work to address comments, and possibly work on 
stipulations in advance of the Application.  
 
3. Activities designed to educate the public as to the specific proposal and the Article 10 review 

process, including the availability of funding for municipal and local parties. 
 

All of the activities described in 1 and 2 above are designed to educate the public on the Project and the 
application and review process. These discussions will describe the project and inform the agencies of 
the Article 10 application procedures and specifically the intervenor process and availability of 
intervenor funding. Additionally, the Applicant will provide information on a project-specific web site 
(see details in section 4) and how to contact the State of New York Board on Electric Generation Siting 
and the Environment (Siting Board)  to be put on the official mailing list for notices about the project.  To 
aid in this process a flyer similar to the one included in Exhibit H will be available during the activities. 
This will provide a basic understanding of the Project and the review process and arm the reader with 
the tools to obtain more information, remain engaged, and participate in the review process as it 
evolves.  
 

4. The establishment of a website to disseminate information to the public. 
 

The Project is in the process of establishing a web site at the following URL:  www.drylotswind.com.   
This website will include, among other things:  
 
a. General project information 
b. Article 10 process and regulations 
c. Information on the process of applying for intervenor funding 
d. Information on being added to Siting Board service list for the case 
e. Mechanism for emailing comments on the Project to DLW 
f. Access to public studies and reports as they become available 
g. Other pertinent project materials  

http://www.drylotswind.com/


This web site will be live in August 2012. As more materials for the Project are developed, more content 
will be added to the project website to aid stakeholders in participating in the review process. 

5. Notifications 
 
Notifications will be made about the project consistent with the activities described in items 2,3 
and 4 per the regulations. 
 

6. Activities designed to encourage participation by stakeholders in the certification and 
compliance process. 

The activities described in 2, 3 and 4 above all will include information about how stakeholders can 
participate in the certification and compliance process.   Information regarding what steps a 
stakeholder will need to take to become a party, or simply observe the process, will be provided.  

III. Public Involvement Schedule 
 

DLW anticipates carrying out the activities described above over the next five months according to the 
following schedule.  Many activities, such as attending Town Meetings and maintaining the Project web 
site, will continue beyond this schedule. 
 

Schedule of Upcoming Activities 

      
 

August September October November December 
Town Engagement    

    Town Meetings           
County Engagement   

    County Meetings 
 

      
 Herkimer County Fair   

    Open House Notification 
   

  
 Open House 

   
    

Website Live   
    Announcements in Local Press 

 
      

  



 

Exhibit A 

  



Agenda 
• Introduction 

– Thank you for coming! 
– About NWP 
– Introduce Guests: Steve Sullivan and Ann Jones 

• A Potential Project 
– Brief Look at Electricity Generation Trends and Wind Energy 
– Why Litchfield? 
– Define Project Area- Dry Hill & Describe Project Details 
– Local Benefits 

• Developments Process 
– Local Development Process 
– State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) 
– Context: Dry Hill compared to nearby wind projects 

• Project Summary & Conclusion, Requests and Committments 
• Steve Sullivan 
• Ann Jones 
• Q&A 
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About NorthWind and Power 
• Entrepreneurial Albany, New York-based company founded in 2008 

by Patrick Doyle, former Director of Development, Northeast for 
Horizon Wind Energy,  Treasurer & Founding Board Member of 
Alliance for Clean Energy, NY. 

 
• NorthWind and Power focuses on Community Scale Wind Farm 

projects,  
– ~20+/-MW range preferred (Eight to twelve wind turbines) 
– Connection to local sub-transmission lines, so electricity is delivered 

locally 
– Annual Energy Production ~ 50,000 MWh  

• Equal to consumption of 7,000 homes per annum 
 

• NorthWind and Power’s approach  allows creation of  viable 
projects compatible with the natural environment & existing uses 
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Guest Speakers 
• Steve Sullivan 
   -Former Communications Director, New York   

   Independent System Operator 
   -Fourteen Years experience in energy industry 
   -Experience with energy projects across nation 
 
• Ann Jones 
   -Resident of Fenner, NY 
   -Non-Participating  neighbor in Fenner Wind Farm 
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Electricity Trends- Generation 

 • Wind power accounted for 
42% of new Capacity in 2008 
 
• NYS Goal of 25% Renewables 
by 2013, discussion to extend 
to 30% by 2015 
 

•The increasing % of wind 
power reflects the desire to  
 -Reduce fossil generation 
 -Energy independence 
 -Make existing resources last 
 longer 
 -Mitigate climate change 
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Why Litchfield- Dry Hill? 
• Hills South of Utica were 

recommended by an experienced wind 
environmental consultant living in the 
area.  
– Wind resources appears strong on wind 

map. 
• Three operating wind farms nearby 

(Fenner, Madison, Munnsville) and two 
more have been approved by local 
boards in Herkimer County. 
 

•  Very few houses on Dry Hill, allowing turbines to be sited further 
from homes than at 95% of wind farms in NY 
•  Area presents a number of interconnection options.  
 
Characteristics of Litchfield are consistent with a Community Scale 

model with a single row of turbines. 
 

 

Fenner Wind Farm, Madison County 
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Map of Preliminary Project Area 

Dry Hill - Western Part of Town of Litchfield 

• Area considered for turbines comprises 
roughly 1200 acres.  
• Adjacent to Quarry. 
• Continuity of current land use—farming, 
hunting, snowmobiling – in close 
consultation with landowners.  No 
improvements will be sited without approval 
by landowner. 
• Specific turbine locations will be proposed 
once sufficient wind data is available (mid 
2010).  Layout also subject to public review 
through SEQR process. 
• Expect to access turbines from one main 
access road, using field edges and existing 
farm roads where possible. 
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Preliminary Dry Hill Project- Details 

• Project Capacity- 20 MW 
 
• Between 8-12 machines. (8 x 2.5MW; 12 x 1.6MW) 
 
• Utilize existing sub-transmission line- electricity consumed locally 

 
• Anticipated output would provide enough electricity for 

approximately 7000 homes 
 

• No turbine sited closer than 2500 ft from nonparticipating landowner 
 

• Underground power lines wherever possible 
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Local Benefits 

 • Operations.  Roughly $100,000 in 
annual payments to each group: 
Landowners, Taxing Jurisdictions, 
Employees.  Adds money to school 
districts without adding students 

• Construction.  
• ~ 50 construction jobs (Fenner -78). 
• Local vendors used in construction 

where possible e.g. PLC Trenching. 
• Up to $10 million in regional 

equipment supply. 
• Pollution. 

• Offset ~ 1800tons of Carbon/yr = to 
taking 6000 cars off the road 

 

 
Project provides annual revenue to town, school, landowners and workers as well as 

environmental benefits.  
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Local Development Process 

• Measure The Wind 
• Outreach & Education 
• Study the electrical lines, make 

interconnection request 
• Perform Environmental Studies 
• Follow Town Law 
• Apply  for Permit 
• Perform Engineering 

 
 

We are in the very early stages of an elaborate process that will take several 
years to complete 
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State Environmental Quality Review- (SEQR) Process 

• If after initial feasibility studies (wind, 
economics, elec., environmental etc.) the 
project is considered viable, a permit 
application will be made.   
– Not before end of spring 2010. 

• Typically Town is “Lead Agent” in  Type I-
SEQR process, and an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is required. 

• Lead Agent will accept complete application, 
discuss study scope and request Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 

• DEIS is made available for public comment 
 •    Once public, lead agent and other local, state and federal parties have 

commented, a Final EIS is prepared and the Lead Agent issues “Findings” 
•    All potential material impacts and benefits will be studied and addressed 

• economics, visual, sound, avian, wetlands, transport, historic preservation 
 Environmental Review Process is comprehensive and open for public participation 
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Dry Hill Vs Fenner 
Dry Hill 
(preliminary) 

Fenner 

Number of 
Machines 

8-12 20 
 

Nameplate Capacity 
(MW) 

20 30 

Min Distance from 
participating home 

2000ft 1165ft 

Min Distance from 
homes owned by 
non participants 

2500ft + 686ft 

Turbines on Dry Hill would be sited further from homes than in existing wind farms 
nearby in Madison County 
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Conclusion -Why Wind Energy? 
• Global Benefits of Wind Energy Generation 

– Reduced greenhouse gas emissions 
– Existing valuable fossil resources will last longer 

• Nationwide Benefits of Wind Energy Generation, Products & Services 
– 80,000 jobs, including 20,000 manufacturing jobs 
– Increased energy independence 
– Improved trade balance (less import of foreign oil & gas) 
– Reduced demand for natural gas, resulting in lower prices for heating & other uses 

• State Benefits of the RPS (primarily wind energy generation) 
– Construction & knowledge jobs (JPW Riggers, PLC Trenching. MSE Power Systems, AWS etc.)  
– 4000 jobs during Construction, 400 local full-time jobs (Source:  US Dept. of Energy)  
– Investment in projects so far = $2.1bn (NYSERDA) 
– Lower wholesale electricity prices 
– C02 Reductions: 3 Million Tons, equivalent to removing about 500,000 cars from the road, 

Water Savings: 1,525 Million Gallons! (AWEA, US DOE) 
– Reduced SOx & Nox (acid rain) & mercury emissions 

• Local Benefits of a wind farm in Litchfield 
– $2.5+ million total  payments to landowners 
– $2.5+ million total payments to taxing jurisdictions 
– $2.5+ million total  payments to operators residing in the region 
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NWP’s Requests and Commitments 
• Requests of Local Community 

– Participate in process 
– Differentiate between facts and opinions 
– Treat wind energy not as a yes or no question, but as a choice of how 

much energy we want to consume and where it should come from 
(Large central power plants with new transmission, community scale 
projects with existing transmission, fossil vs. nuclear vs. renewable) 

– Consider the needs of our children and grandchildren vs. needs of this 
generation 

– Contact NWP with any comments or questions 
• Commitments 

– Will keep Town Board informed 
– Will keep open line and consider comments and suggestions (but we 

can’t hide wind turbines!) 
– Will only proceed with a project if we believe it can make economic 

sense 
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Potential Dry Hill Wind Energy Project- Preliminary Details (as 11/23/09) 
 

• Project Size: ~20MW 
 

• Amount of Clean Renewable Electricity capable of being generated by a 20MW wind 
project:  ~Equal to annual electricity demand of 7000 households 

 
• Number of Machines: 8-12 (depends on wind assessment) 

 
• Project Location under study: Dry Hill- western part of Litchfield, high plateau well 

suited for harnessing the wind resource that passes overhead 
 

• Project Area: ~1000 acres 
 

• Minimum Distance from residences owned by non-participating landowners: 2500ft 
 

• Development Period (Feasibility, Environmental Studies, Permit Application & 
Public Hearings & Comment, Engineering): At least 2 years, likely longer 

 
• Local Benefits: Annual revenue of  $100,000+ to each group of (1) landowners, (2) 

taxing jurisdictions and (3) regionally employed operators 
 

• Carbon Emission Reduction: ~Equal to removing 6000 cars from the road 
 

Common Objections To Wind 
Energy 

NorthWind Mitigation Strategy 

 
“Machines are loud” 
 

 
Develop community scale project that has less turbines, allowing 
turbines to be sited further from homes than at other sites 
 

 
“Electricity will be transmitted 
out of the area” 

 
Develop project whose output roughly matches the electricity 
demand of the surrounding area. Use sub-transmission lines so 
the electricity will flow to local properties first 
 

 
“I don’t want to be surrounded 
by turbines” 
 

 
Project on one ridge, one line of machines 
 

 
 
Questions or Comments? Please contact us: 
 info@northwindandpower.com or by phone 518-250-4247 (office) 

mailto:info@northwindandpower.com
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Exhibit B 
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NorthWind and Power is an Albany based entrepreneurial 

clean energy company exploring the potential for a 

Community Scale wind energy 

project on Dry Hill in the Town of 

Litchfield.  In this newsletter we will 

let you know who we are, enlighten 

you about our thought process, and 

share more information about why 

we believe Dry Hill is an ideal site 

for a Community Scale wind energy 

project.

We value your comments. 

Please do not hesitate to  

contact us. 

518-250-4247

info@northwindandpower.com

July 1, 2010

Dear Community Member:

I want to take this opportunity to introduce our company, detail the benefits of wind energy 
to our communities, and describe the potential for a wind energy project in the Town of 
Litchfield. NorthWind and Power is an Albany based entrepreneurial clean energy company 
formed to develop Community Scale wind projects.  Our goal is to harvest the abundant 
wind energy resource in New York and other northeast states, utilizing existing power lines. 

We came to Litchfield a year ago because we recognized from public wind maps that there 
could be a strong wind resource here. While many parts of the town appear windy, we settled 
on Dry Hill in the west side of town because it combines a strong resource, wide-open farm 
fields and no roads or residences along the ridge-top; it offers enough space to site between 
eight and twelve wind turbines an appropriate distance from roads and homes.

Our next step was to measure the wind on Dry Hill.  Last October we installed a temporary 
meteorological testing mast at the northern edge of the hill, and the eight months of data 
received so far is promising.  We have also had our environmental consultants perform 
initial studies on the hill; they have concluded that the hill is well suited for wind turbines 
from an environmental perspective.  We have had an ornithologist camp out on the hill to 
monitor avian activity.  During the past year, we have had the opportunity to engage with 
hundreds of people in Litchfield and the surrounding area and have been very pleased with 
how supportive people are of renewable energy and, in particular, of a Community Scale 
wind project in town.

It is an old argument, but very true, that what we do now will affect the quality of life, 
and perhaps the very lives themselves, of our children and grandchildren.  The pollution 
from burning fossil fuels damages our environment and negatively impacts our health. An 
increasing number of people recognize that securing more of our future electricity from 
the air that passes above us is preferable to drilling, mining, transporting and burning fossil 
fuels.  

With wind turbines we can see exactly where our electricity comes from.  A wind energy 
project in Litchfield will not only eliminate the pollution that would otherwise come from a 
fossil fuel burning plant, it will also reduce the amount of natural gas we have to produce.  
We hope that you agree with our Community Scale approach and that you will support wind 
energy in Litchfield. 

Thank you for your interest and Happy 4th of July!

Sincerely,

Patrick Doyle
President 

Local Economic Benefits of a Community Scale Wind Project
Locally, a Community Scale wind farm would provide the following economic benefits over a 20 year period:

 •  Payments to Taxing Jurisdictions of $3 million from a payment in-lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement 

 •  Payments to Landowners of $2 million

 •  Salaries & Wages of $2 million

 •  Approximately $10 million will be spent on materials and labor during development and construction

NorthWind and Power will procure equipment and services locally and from within New York State and the U.S. to the extent possible.  At 
present there are nine wind turbine manufacturers producing in the US, and four more companies are planning to open plants in the near 
future.  Already, 50% of the value of wind turbines installed in the USA is manufactured domestically, and this percentage keeps increasing.  
For example, with its wind turbine business headquartered less than 90 minutes from Litchfield, in Schenectady, GE will be a very strong 
contender to supply turbines for any wind project here.

New York is well positioned to provide the general contractor to 
build the project with, for example, the experience that Delaney 
Construction of Gloversville has gained in wind energy over the 
past four years.  Other New York companies active in wind energy 
include Atlantic Testing, Clough Harbor & Associates, Northline 
Contractors, HMT Construction, Whitacre Engineering, and PLC 
Construction of Clinton (see photograph), many of which have 
significant operations in Central New York.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The PLC Trenching Company LLC is a New York based construction company. Since 
2002, the wind energy business has been an integral part of our growth and 
expansion across North America. We've participated in the construction of 
hundreds of megawatts throughout New York State, and have recruited our highly 
skilled work force from NYS colleges and labor pools."   PLC Trenching, Clinton, NY 
 
(pic and quote maybe go on right side like in your/accuprint brochure) 

“The PLC Trenching Company LLC is a New York based construction 
company. Since 2002, the wind energy business has been an integral part 
of our growth and expansion across North America. We’ve participated in 
the construction of hundreds of megawatts throughout New York State, 
and have recruited our highly skilled work force from NYS colleges and 
labor pools.”   PLC Trenching, Clinton, NY

2021 Western Ave.
Albany, NY 12203

Presorted
First Class Mail

U.S. Postage
PAID

Permit No. 220
Albany, NY
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Why Wind Energy?
We are a society that has difficult choices.  Technology has advanced 

in ways that our grandparents would never have dreamt.  We need 

electricity to charge our cell phones, light our houses, power our 

machines and chill our milk.  We also have to preserve our environment 

to ensure clean air to breath and clean water to drink.  

In the midst of this increasing energy demand and growing concerns 

about the environment, 

renewable energy is filling the 

need for new generation. In 

2009, wind power comprised 

roughly 40% of new capacity 

additions nationwide.

Here in New York, in 

September 2004, Governor 

Pataki enacted a Renewable 

Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

for New York State, calling 

for 25% of electricity from 

renewable sources by 

2013. The program was so 

successful, with $2.1 billion in 

capital expenditures and the 

installation of 1275MW of wind energy in New York, that in January of 

this year Governor Patterson extended the goal to 30% by 2015. Over 

the past five years, wind has emerged as the most economical and 

effective technology to supply electricity from renewable sources world 

wide. This year Herkimer County will host the State’s newest wind farm 

in Fairfield and Norway.

Appropriate placement of turbines allows 
for continuation of current land use patterns
Wind Energy is compatible with farming, logging, and other rural 

activities.  Safety is the primary concern, and NorthWind and Power 

and our contractors will work with the landowners, the Town and other 

stakeholders to ensure best practices concerning safety and common 

sense are applied.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why Wind Energy? (Inside Flap, page 2) 
 
We are a society that has difficult choices.  Technology has advanced in ways that 
our grandparents would never have dreamed.  We need electricity to charge our cell 
phones, light our houses, power our machines and chill our milk.  We also have to 
preserve our environment to have clean air to breath and clean water to drink.   
 
In the midst of this increasing energy demand and growing concerns about the 
environment, there is a trend for renewable energy to fill the need for new 
generation. In 2009, wind power comprised roughly 40% of new capacity additions 
nationwide. 
 
Here in New York, September 2004, Governor Pataki enacted a Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) for New York State, calling for 25% of electricity from renewable 
sources by 2013. The program was so successful, with$2.1 Billion in capital 
expenditures and the installation of 1275MW of wind energy in New York, that in 
January of this year Governor Patterson extended the goal to 30% by 2015. ,  Over 
the past five years, wind has emerged as the most economical and effective 

technology to supply electricity from renewable 
sources, and this year Herkimer County will host 
the State’s newest wind farm in Fairfield and 
Norway. 
 
 
 
Appropriate placement of turbines allows for 
continuation of current land use patterns 
Wind Energy is compatible with farming, logging, 
and other rural activities.  Safety is the primary 
concern, and NorthWind and Power and our 
contractors will work with the landowners, the 

Comment [PD1]: 

Comment [PD2R1]: Should this 
be italicized?  Would this part fit 
better in Development Standards? 

Development Standards
NorthWind and Power is committed to siting wind turbines to eliminate or minimize 
adverse impacts to the extent practical.  In our experience, 80% to 90% of residents in 
windy New York towns with agricultural heritages already support wind energy.  Our goal in 
Litchfield is to propose a project in accordance with higher standards than set by towns in 
New York with operating wind farms. We believe that we can meet or exceed the rigorous 
standards below because Dry Hill is so well suited for a Community Scale wind project.

 • Site turbines no closer than two times the height of the turbine blade from  
  off-site property lines.

 • Site turbines at a distance of the greater of 1500 ft or four times the height  
  of the turbine blade tip from non-participating residences.

 • Site turbines a minimum 1200 ft from participating residences.

 • Use turbines with the optimal combination of nameplate rating and   
  production capacity to reduce the number of roads, foundations and   
  towers.

 • Buy local materials and labor whenever possible.

The New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) is at the heart of 
New York State’s electric system, ensuring reliability, operating the high-
voltage transmission network, administering the wholesale electricity 
markets, and planning for the future. The NYISO has been preparing 
a report on the impacts of wind energy on the grid and studying how 
the build-out from 1275MW to 8000MW of wind energy on-shore 
and off-shore in New York would impact the grid.  At a June 18, 2010 
presentation of their final draft report, the NYISO engineers discussed 

their preliminary findings:

 • The addition of 8,000MW of wind energy (over 10% of New   

  York’s annual consumption and more than 20% of peak annual  

  load) would have no adverse reliability impact.

 • New York’s electricity production costs decline as wind   

  generation increases, reaching a reduction of over 10% for   

  8,000MW of wind installed.  These cost reductions are greatest  

  in the zone where the wind projects are located.

 • Overall pollution emissions decline as wind plant penetration   

  increases, with CO2 emissions declining by 8.5%, SO2 by 9.7%   

  and NOx by 7% for 8,000MW of wind.

 • Wind plant output primarily replaces natural gas-fired   

  generation (84%) followed by a smaller percentage of oil-fired   

  generation (13%).

Next Steps in the  
Development 
Process
Currently, NorthWind and Power is measuring the 
wind.  Over time in addition to ongoing bird and 
bat investigations, we expect to undertake other 
studies focusing on electrical system reliability, 
geotechnical characteristics, transport, sound, 
visual, and wetlands impacts.  Assuming our 
studies continue to show that Dry Hill is suitable 
for wind energy, we would proceed to make an 
application to the Litchfield Town Board.  The 
Town would then weigh the impacts and benefits 
for the project in accordance with New York’s State 
Environmental Quality Review Act. 

Some people wonder if a major transmission line like NYRI would 
be required in order for wind energy to be produced in Litchfield.  
Residents of Licthfield and surrounding communities should have no fear 

that NorthWind and Power’s Community Scale project 
would require a new high voltage line. Community Scale 
projects are, by definition, sized to meet the electricity 
needs of nearby communities and to utilize existing 
power lines. Unlike nuclear, coal and large gas plants, 
Community Scale wind projects are specifically designed 
to avoid the need for major transmission additions. 

Wind Energy Nationwide
In 2009, as New York was consolidating its position as a top 10 wind energy State, 
across the country the industry broke all previous records by installing close to 
10,000 megawatts of new generating capacity.   The U.S. is #1 in the world in wind 
energy with 35,00MW installed, a fleet that generates enough electricity for 9.7 
million homes. Close to 85,000 people earn their living in wind energy, including 
approximately 20,000 people in manufacturing jobs.   In 2009, 38 manufacturing 
facilities were brought online, announced or expanded.

Happy 
4th of July! 

From all of us at
NorthWind and Power

NorthWind & Power is currently 
measuring the wind on Dry Hill with 
a temporary meteorological testing 
mast. 

Wind Energy Helps Clean the Air while Lowering 
Electricity Production Costs

Wind Power in New York State, Installed and Proposed 2010 by County

1275

Source: NYISO
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Please see reverse side for details.

NorthWind and Power 
invites you to an 

Open House on Wind Energy
Thursday, September 30th

Presorted
First Class Mail

U.S. Postage
PAID

Permit No. 220
Albany, NY

2021 Western Avenue
Albany, NY 12203
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Hear directly from the company exploring the potential for wind energy 
in Litchfield.

Learn about the studies underway and the process to come.

Cedarville Fire Hall
(960 State Route 51, Ilion)

Thursday, September 30th

Come to the Fire Hall and meet renewable energy experts and the wind energy 
developers and learn about the potential for a wind energy project in Litchfield. 
The format will be an open house, with several stations set-up to share with you 
information regarding:

•  The Geographic Area Under Study 
•  How Wind Energy Benefits New York’s Electrical Grid System 
•  The Wind Resource in the Dry Lots  
•  Economic Benefits of Wind Projects 
•  The State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Process 
     ...and more

In order to facilitate in-depth, personal discussion and in the interest of space, 
we are hosting three sessions for residents grouped alphabetically by last name.

We’ve reserved the following time for your open house visit:

4:30 - 6:15 pm
Please feel free to stop by at any time and to go as you please at any point 
during this session. 

Please RSVP to Brian at (315) 895-1550, info@northwindandpower.com or 
visit www.northwindandpower.com/response.

We look forward to seeing you on the 30th and thank you for your interest in 
clean energy!

NorthWind and Power 
invites you to an 

Open House on Wind Energy
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1 

Confidential – Not For Distribution 

w w w . n o r t h w i n d a n d p o w e r . c o m  

NorthWind and Power  

Presentation to 
Litchfield 

Special Town Board 
Meeting 

November 16th 2010 
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2 

• Background 
• Wind Energy in New York 

– Emissions, Prices, Reliability 
• Impacts on Health? 
• Subsidies 
• History of Wind Energy in Litchfield 
• Community Scale Wind Project 
• Activities So far 
• Conclusion 
 
 

Agenda 
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• Expected $10 million invested in the region to build the project 
(materials and labor). 

– Many professionals in upstate NY work in Wind Energy. 
– Litchfield residents working on Fairfield project. 
– PLC in Clinton, etc. 

 
• Expected $500,000 into the local economy every year. 

– Payment in-lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement for town, county and schools. 
– Payment to fire district. 
– Rent to landowners just as some lease their land currently for agricultural purposes. 
– Operations and Maintenance crew dedicated to site. 

 

Community Scale Wind Project Benefits 
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• New York State et a goal to have 30% of its electricity from renewable sources by 2015. 
Aims: 
 

• To provide low cost electricity source. 
 

• To provide environmental benefits of reducing carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide 
and nitrous oxide emissions. 
 

• To increase energy independence- New York imports electricity and fuels. 
 

• Create economic development. The 15 operating wind projects in NYS have 
generated approximately $2.5 Billion in investment. 

 
 
 

NYS is adding the equivalent of  100,000 homes worth of electricity each year. 
Wind is needed even if existing thermal plants aren’t shut down. 

Background- New York 30% by 2015 
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Production Cost and Price Drops 

7.6% 

11% 

Source: Growing Wind: Final Report from the NYISO 
2010 Wind Generation Study 

• Wind Energy reduces 
production costs.  

 
• “The addition of wind 

resources with virtually zero 
marginal costs to the NYCA 
resource mix will result in the 
reduction of overall system 
production costs”. 
 

 
• Lower Costs, lead to lower 

prices. Utilities must make 
rate case to PSC to increase 
rates.  
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Fuel Displacement, Emissions Reductions 

• In Colorado, coal plants are cycling. In New 
York, 84% of the electricity generation displaced 
is natural gas, mostly combined cycle plants. 

Wind 
Displaces 
natural 
Gas 
primarily 

Source: Growing Wind: Final Report from the NYISO 
2010 Wind Generation Study 

• The displacement of fossil generation from 
wind energy in New York leads to observable 
drops in carbon emission. 

• Similar drops of sulfur and nitrogen emissions. 
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NYISO STUDY CONCLUSIONS 

• Integration of up to 8GW of installed wind 
plants without any reliability impacts. 

 

• Wind Energy Reduces Emissions 
 

• Wind Energy Reduces Costs 
 

• Wind Energy can be integrated 
without affecting reliability 
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Health Impacts 
• July, 2010 Australian Health and Medical 

Research Council, notes that there is no 
scientific evidence of infrasound and low 
frequency noise. 

• Reviews literature, highlights that low 
frequency noise is prevalent in the 
environment. 

• “Numerous sources have concluded that 
there is no evidence of health effects from 
low frequency noise generated by wind 
turbines (DTI, 2006; CanWEA 2009; Chatham-
Kent Public Health Unit, 2008, WHO, 2004; 
EPHC 2009; HGC Engineering 2007)”.  
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• The following activities rely on government subsidies: 
– Every electricity generation source 
– Law Enforcement 
– Defense Contracting 
– Education 
– Farming 
– Housing (GNMA, FNMA) 
– Driving GM and Chrysler Cars, and using gasoline 
– Drinking Water 
 
 

Subsidies 

• In the case of Natural Gas, Coal and Nuclear Energy, subsidies allowed the plants to be built. 
• Now, in many cases thirty years later, those same plants receive per unit subsidies 
• Many areas of New York are realizing the economic and energy benefits of wind projects. 
• Litchfield has the opportunity to take advantage of those benefits and not subsidize the 

benefits going somewhere else. 
 

vgs
Typewritten Text
Exhibit G-9



10 

 
• Before NorthWind and Power came to Litchfield, The Town had already discussed 

enacting a moratorium to draft a wind law. 
 
• Years ago, a landowner had measured the wind and was contacted to install a 

meteorological testing tower, several years ago. 
 
• Oneida Herkimer County Planning had prepared a wind map for the town before 

NorthWind came to Litchfield. 
 

• NorthWind requested permission to install a temporary meteorological mast and 
began measuring the wind in October 2009. 
 

• Two wind projects visible from Litchfield. 

 
 

History of Wind Energy in Litchfield 
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11 

 
• NorthWind developed concept to address many residents concerns & feedback. 

 
• With Ridgeline Energy, executives have over 100 years experience working in wind 

energy development. 
 

• Community Scale projects are by designed reduced in size to address the impact on 
the local community in terms of views and to take into account more of the 
community feedback on impacts.  
 

• Projects are sized to meet required demand of surrounding communities. 
 
• Limited number of turbines 

– Ability to adhere to greater setbacks than other projects. 
– Reduce sound and shadow impacts. 

 
 
 
 

Community Scale Wind Project 
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• Expected $10 million invested in the region to build the project 
(materials and labor). 

– Many professionals in upstate NY work in Wind Energy. 
– Litchfield residents working on Fairfield project. 
– PLC in Clinton, etc. 

 
• Expected $500,000 into the local economy every year. 

– Payment in-lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement for town, county and schools. 
– Payment to fire district. 
– Rent to landowners just as some lease their land currently for agricultural purposes. 
– Operations and Maintenance crew dedicated to site. 

 

Community Scale Wind Project Benefits 
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• Wind- Measuring the since October 2009 (more on wind resource and results later). 
• Environmental Investigations 

– Initial Environmental Screen 
• Wetlands should be avoidable. 
• No threatened or endangered flora or fauna. 

– Bird And Bat Monitoring 
• No known or observed threatened species. 
• Ongoing observation reveals potential turbine sites not in migratory path. 

– Sound & Flicker- preliminary assessment show that at 2500ft from residences any 
sound and flicker impacts would be de minimis. 

 
• Engineering 

– Construction engineers observed only minor challenges 
– Currently undertaking geotechnical analysis 

• Communications Search-independent group. Benign report, nearest radio broadcast 
15mi.  No military activities or weather radar interference. 
 

• NorthWind and Power is invested in sharing with the public the facts and in getting 
feedback. We will continue to do so through mailers, calls to residents, and individual 
meetings. Feel free to contact us with questions or comments. 

 
 

 
 

NorthWind Activities So Far 
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About the Wind Data 

 
• Measurements at Different Heights allow for extrapolating wind speed to Hub Height (HH). 

Here HH= 80m (262 ft). 
 

• The average wind speed for the year at HH (262ft), based on the observed data from the 
measuring mast on Dry Hill  is 7.5m/s, ~16.5mph.  
 

• Strong wind, almost unidirectional, low turbulence, high shear. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
• 7.5m/s average exceeds   

expectations  
• Expect  30%+ capacity factor 
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About the Wind Data Continued 

 
 

• Graph at Left shows the 
difference in wind speeds 
from 60m (197ft) to 80m 
(262ft). 
 

• Many publicly available 
sources 1) use a lower hub 
height, and 2) use a larger 
resolution, i.e. they average 
the average speed across a 
large area, e.g. 2.5km vs. 
200m, which greatly 
underestimate the resource.  
 

 
• Monthly Wind Speeds 

for each instrument.  
A1 & A2 are the 
highest at ~60m 
(197ft) 
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• Wind energy can be integrated into the grid without comprising reliability, lowers 
production costs and prices and reduces emissions. 

 
• There are no health effects from wind turbines—there is no combustion, mining or 

drilling. 
 
• Litchfield is a suitable host to a Community Scale Wind Project 
 

 
• We appreciate all the feedback we have gotten from the Town Board and members of 

the Litchfield public. The more we reach out to the public the more we find a growing 
number of residents who support this project and suggest it is needed in Litchfield. 
 

• We appreciate the need for a town law and have found that most residents support 
the Town regulating wind projects in a way that will permit a project to move forward 
and not limit the many benefits as described here tonight. 
 

Conclusion and Asks 
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DRY LOTS WIND LLC        
2021 Western Avenue, Suite 105 •  Albany, NY 12203     
518-250-4247  •  518-677-1622 fax  •  www.drylotswind.com  

DRY LOTS WIND PROJECT  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Project area photo 
 

Small Project Map 
 

Dry Lots Wind is a 33MW wind project in development in the Town of 
Litchfield.  This flyer includes valuable information on the Article 10 siting 
process and how the public may participate in that process.  
 

Project Summary 
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