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Students were driving around the OCC 
campus before receiving their degrees.

Students park and leave their vehicles. 
The degrees were awarded in a tent out-
side the SRC Arena. 

ONONDAGA 

OCC holds drive thru graduation ceremony for class of 2020

Students slated to graduate from Onondaga Community College finally had their com-

mencement ceremony Sunday on the campus in front of the SRC Arena.

The traditional, outdoor commencement ceremony was delayed because of the coronavi-

rus pandemic. Students drove onto campus from state Route 175 and circled the campus 

loop. While driving around the campus they were cheered on by college faculty and staff 

who lined the route handing out goodies. Graduate candidates then parked their cars 

walked to the front of the SRC Arena and into a tent, where they received their degrees 

from OCC President Dr. Casey Crabill. Students who earned their nursing degrees were 

honored during a pinning ceremony earlier. “In the nearly 60-year history of this college 

no graduating class has gone through what these students have to complete work toward 

their degrees,” Crabill said in a statement. “We are so proud of their achievements. They 

deserve a special celebration and our entire campus community is working hard to make 

sure they receive one this Sunday,”    Photos by Dennis Nett

Family members cheer on the graduates.
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Syracuse’s Premier Orthodontic Provider  
is Giving Away One Case of FREE BRACES  

Every Week for FIVE Weeks!

Enter each week for your chance to win!
syracuse.secondstreetapp.com

Psst- even if you aren’t one of the five lucky winners, get this: SmileyCuse 
offers braces for just $2998 with payments of only $123/month & $292 
down, which is 60% less than the other guys! So really, EVERYONE’S a 
winner when they choose to get the smile they deserve at a price they can 
afford at SmileyCuse! 

3469 Erie Blvd. E, Syracuse, NY 13214
315.551.6970 • SMILEYCUSE.COM

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.   To enter and for full rules, go to https://syracuse.secondstreetapp.
com/Stellar-Smile/.  Five weekly sweepstakes each beginning 12:01 AM ET Saturday and ending 
11:59 PM ET Friday from 8/1/2020 through 9/4/2020. Open to legal residents of New York 18 
or older, except employees of Sponsor, Administrator, their immediate families and those living in the 
same household.  Odds of winning depend on the number of entries received Void outside New York 
and where prohibited.  A.R.V. of 5 prizes: $2,998 each. Sponsor: SmileyCuse. Administrator: Advance 
Media NY a d/b/a of Advance Local Media LLC. Winner must be a viable candidate orthodontic 
treatment as determined by Sponsor, in order to receive the prize.
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Public Notice

PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 19-E-0378, 19-G-0379, 19-
E-0380 and 19-G-0381 -- NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION AND 
ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION -- ELECTRIC AND GAS RATES

On June 22, 2020, New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and 
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E) (together, the Companies) filed a 
Joint Proposal with the New York State Public Service Commission contemplating 
(1) proposed changes in the Companies’ electric and gas delivery rates and terms 
and (2) the proposed closures of customer service walk-in offices operated in 
Rochester, Fillmore, Canandaigua, Lancaster, Hornell and Liberty.  Members of 
the public are invited to comment on both matters.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings on the Joint Proposal 
in its entirety will be held before Administrative Law Judges James Costello and 
Michael Clarke of the Department of Public Service on:

1. DATE:
TIME:

2. DATE:
TIME:

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 
1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

Virtual public statement hearings on the proposed office closures will be held 
on:

1. DATE:
TIME:

2. DATE:
TIME:

Thursday, August 27, 2020 
1:00 P.M. 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

A more comprehensive notice with details of the Joint Proposal and information 
on how to attend the hearings electronically is available at www.askPSC.com.

Any person wishing to provide a public statement on the record at a hearing 
must pre-register to do so by 5:00 P.M. on Monday, August 24, 2020.  

To register electronically: Registration information for participants who would 
like to provide a statement and will login to a hearing electronically may be 
found in the notice available at www.askPSC.com.    

To register by phone: Any participant who is not able to login to a hearing 
electronically may participate by phone.  Call-in participants who would like to 
provide a statement must register to do so in advance by calling 1-800-342-3330, 
where they should follow prompts to the appropriate hearing and provide their 
first and last name, address, and phone number. 

On the appropriate date and time of a hearing, all call-in users should dial 
518-549-0500 and enter:

Access Code: 129 561 6203 for the 1:00 PM hearing on August 26

Access Code: 129 716 5524 for the 6:00 PM hearing on August 26

Access Code: 129 700 4393 for the 1:00 PM hearing on August 27

Access Code: 129 380 7531 for the 6:00 PM hearing on August 27

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has 
registered to speak has been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit 

comments have been made.
S9690351-01



SYRACUSE 

Backpack giveaway adjusts 
to the reality of a pandemic 

A parade kicked off Mary Nelson's annual Youth Day Barbecue in 2018. 
Because of the COVID-19 outbreak, backpack are being distributed to 
individual schoolbuldings. Scott Schild, sschild@syracusecom 

Chris Libonati clibonati@vracuse.com 

Despite having to adjust because of the 
coronavirus, Mary Nelson found a way to 
host her backpack giveaway Saturday for 
the 19th straight year. 

Volunteers put school supplies in 
around 8,000 to 9,000 backpacks that will 
go to students who need them. 

"I'm feeling so good; Nelson said. 
"everything went so smoothly." 

Normally, the event would be held with 
various areas designated for various agen-
cies, sponsors and volunteers and an area 
would be set aside for distribution for kids 
coming to get the backpacks. 

But because of the coronavirus, the 
SO or so volunteers had to wear masks 
and work in shifts, the event had to be as 
socially distanced as possible and children 
could not directly grab their backpacks. 

Instead, the Syracuse City School Dis-
trict designated a point person who knows 
the number of kids who need backpacks at 
each school and the district will distribute 
the backpacks. 

On Saturday, some kids walked by the 

event, which was held at Nelson's house 
on the South Side. She had to tell them 
they could not grab their backpacks quite 
yet. 

Typically, Nelson said, the event is Eke 
her own personal state fair. 

But on Saturday. the coronavirus 
reduced the typical size of the event, giv-
ing Nelson time to cook for the volun-
teers. Nelson said rather than being tired 
as she has after past backpack giveaways, 
she was energized after this one. 

Working with the district has taken 
some of the worry away that kids who 
need backpacks won't get them. Some-
times, she said, kids who need them can't 
attend the giveaway. 

She still hopes to still give out another 
1,000 or 2,000 backpacks to reach her 
goal of 10.000 this year, she said. 

In addition to school supplies, she 
said a shipment of cleaning supplies, like 
sanitizer and soap will be arriving in a 
shipment from Jacksonville, Florida to 
give to schools. 
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An August showcase of CNY businesses 
giving away some great prizes 

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN! 
All sweepstakes end on August 30 

SYRACUSE 
HE, ,51, WINc ti1F'V X. 

HOMER 
BOYS 

®FABRIC MILL 
FABRICS & DESIGN 

Enter for a cheme to 
wine pair of Sonic 

behind-the-ear 
hearing side 

ENTER 
TODAY,' 

Enter bra chance 
to win one of two 

$100 gift cards from 
Homer Men & Boys 

Enter fore chance to win 
a $200 gift cant from 

The Fabric Mill 

Go to: syracuse.secondstreetapp.com 
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THE COVID-19 OUTS REAPS 

County gears up to inspect 
gyms so they can reopen 
James T. Mulder jmulder@syracuse.com 

Employees of the Onondaga County 
health, probation and law departments 
will inspect gyms throughout the county 
to make sure they meet state reopening 
requirements announced Monday. 

Onondaga County Ryan McMahon said 
Monday gym operators must fill out an 
online business affirmation form on the 
state's New York Forward web page before 
an inspection can be scheduled. After a 
gym submits a form, the state will send 
the information to the county, which will 
then contact the gym to set up an inspec-
tion. 

McMahon said he's happy gyms can 
reopen. People have told him they go the 
gym to manage health issues. 

"We believe gyms are critical," he said. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said gyms can 

open as soon as Aug. 24. Gym capac-
by must be limited to 33% and custom-
ers must wear masks at all times under 
the state's rules. Local governments 
must inspect the gyms before they open 

or within the first two weeks after they 
reopen. 

McMahon advised people to get a coro-
navirus test before returning to a gym to 
exercise. 

The county has not yet decided if gyms 
can hold indoor fitness classes. 

McMahon said he and Dr. Indu Gupta, 
the county's health commissioner, will 
make a decision on indoor classes after they 
review the state's guidance. 

The county reported nine new positive 
coronavirus cases today out of 1,961 rest 
results received Sunday. That's a positive 
test rate of 0.45%. 

No additional deaths were reported. 
Of the nine new cases, four were commu-

nity spread, two were infected by a house-
hold member, one was travel-related and 
two involved people living in senior facil-
ities. 

The county also reported 20 people are 
hospitalized for coronavirus, four of them 
in critical condition. 

SYRACUSE 

Teen wounded, 2 hurt in 
large fight on South Side 
Jacob Pucci jpucci@syracuse.com 

A teenager was shot in the leg and two 
other people were injured as the result of 
a fight Sunday night on the city's South 
Side. Police were sent to the 200 block of 
Warner Avenue around 10:08 p.m. after a 
91f caller reported a shooting. 

When officers arrived, they found a 
16-year-old boy who had been shot in the 
leg, a 17-year-old boy with several cuts to 
his back and a 36-year-old woman with 
facial injuries and lacerations to her back, 
said Sgt. Matt Malinowski, a city police 
spokesman. The latter two were injured 
with an "edged" weapon, Malin owski 
said. 

All three were taken to Upstate Uni-
versity Hospital for treatment and are 

expected to survive, police said. 
TakishaHordge,22, was arrested in con-

nection to the fight. She was charged with 
second-degree assault and third-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon. She is cur-
rently being held in the Onondaga County 
Justice Center in lieu of S10,000 cash bail or 
$20,000 bond. 

Police also said Medeena Coley, 21, 
struck a police officer on the scene. She was 
charged with second-degree harassment, 
a violation, and released on an appearance 
ticket. 

The incident remains under investiga-
tion. Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the Syracuse Police Department at 
315442-5222. 

Public Notice 
PUBLIC STATEMENT HEARINGS TO BE HELD IN PSC CASES 19-E•0378,19.G.0379, 19• 
E•0380 and 14G.0381 - NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC 8, GAS CORPORATION AND 
ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION - ELECTRIC AND GAS RATES 

On June 22, 2020, New York State Electric 8, Gas Corporation (WSEG) and 
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG80 (together, the Companies) filed a 
Joint Proposal with the New York State Public Service Co mmiss ion contemplating 
(1) proposed changes in the Companies' electric and gas delivery rates and terms 
and (2) the pro posed closures of customer service walk• in offices operated in 
Rochester, Fillmore, Canandaigua, Lancaster, Ho mel I and Liberty. Members of 
the public are invited to comment on both matters. 

PLEASE ME NOTICE that virtual public statement hearings on the Joint Proposal 
in its entirety will be held before Administrative Law Judges James Costello and 
Michael Clarke of the Department of Public Service on: 

1. DATE Wednesday, August 26.2020 
TIME 140 P.M. 

2. DATE Wednesday, August 26, 2020 
TIME 6:00 P.M. 

*dal public statement hearings on the proposed office dosures will be held 
Oft 

1. DATE Thursday. August 27, 2020 
TIME it° PA 

2. DATE Thursday. August 27, 2020 
TIME 600 RM. 

A more comprehensive notice with details of the Joint Proposal and information 
on how to attend the hearings electronically is available at www.askPSC.corn. 

Any person wishing to provide a public statement on the record at a hearing 
must pre•register to do so by 5:00 P.M. on Mo nday, August 24, 2020 

To register electronically Registration infonnatio n fo r participants who would 
like to provide a statement and will log in to a hearing electronically may be 
found in the notice available at www.askPSC.con 

To register by phone Any participant who o not able to log in to a hearing 
electronically may participate by phone. Call.in participants who would like to 
provide a statement must register to d3 so in advance by calling 1.800.342-3330, 
where they should follow pm mpts to the appropriate hearing and provide their 
first and last name, address, and phone number. 

On the appm priate date and time of a hearing, all call•in users should dial 
518-549.0500 and enter 

Access Code 129 5616203 for the 1:00 PM hearing on August 26 

Access Code 129 716 5524 for the 6:00 PM hearing on August 26 

Access Code 129 7004393 for the 1:00 PM hearing on August 27 

Access Code 129 380 7531 for the 6:00 PM hearing on August 27 

Each public statement hearing will be held open until everyone who has 
registered to speak has been heard or other reasonable arrangements to submit 
comments have been made. 
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